
lands, U.S. Parks, Forests, Refuges, and BLM lands 
for the next 20 years. (Link to DRAFT Alaska 
Federal Lands Long Range Transportation Plan 
is available on the AOC website).

Currently the majority of  “visitors” to federal 
lands in Alaska are tourists, not residents. 2.2 
million tourists visited four National Parks in 
Alaska last year; Kenai Fjords, Denali (both road 
connected), Glacier Bay, Klondike Gold Rush, 
and Sitka National Parks (all three cruise ship 
connected). Those four National Parks accounted 
for 90% of  all the visitors to National Park Service 
lands in Alaska. If  you’ve been to any of  these 

four National Parks in the summer you know how 
crowded the accessible parts are. You would think 
these folks would appreciate spreading out some 
over the next 20 years while visiting Alaska’s Park 
Lands. 

It’s hard to say how many of  the 700,000 Alaskans 
actually spend much time out of  doors. If  you 
assume all of  Alaska’s rural population, about 
17% or 122,000 people, spend time gathering 
wildfood harvests you could count them as 
outdoors people. Add to that 100,000 Alaskans 
who fish, another 85,000-90,000 who purchase 
hunting, trapping, 

Access to Outdoor activities in Alaska
By Rod Arno, AOC Executive Director
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Presidents Message
By Bill Iverson, AOC President
AOC Supporters

I would like to stress the importance of you supporting the 
Sustaining Business Members and Advertisers in this newsletter. 
They have committed their time and reputation by aligning 
the names with AOC and deserve acknowledgement of their 
commitment to Alaskan’s. By you frequenting their business it 
shows them you care.

Annual Meeting

We had our annual meeting on February 3-4th in Juneau this year.  
It had great speakers and if not for the bad weather that keep many 
away, it was one of our most informative meetings.  Many issues 
were discussed of interest to the member clubs who attended or sent 
delegates.  Interior Airboaters Association donated $5000 and Alaska 
Outdoor Access Alliance donated $2000 at the meeting.  The Awards 
banquet, again because of the weather, was smaller than we expected 
but everyone had a great time.  Governor Sean Parnell spoke to the 
crowd on DNR’s redirect to get back to basics and protect the equal 
protection clause of the constitution for the benefit of all Alaskan’s. 

Anchorage Banquet

The Anchorage Banquet was a great success even though the turnout 
was not what we had hoped for.  Fortunately the people who showed 
up did a great job in supporting us.  I would like to thank each and 
every one of them for being involved in what is happening around 
them and attending.

Pick-Click-Give

www.pickclickgive.org
Please choose:
Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund 
as your non-profit and help hang onto your outdoor future.
The fund is the associated conservation arm of AOC

Donations and volunteers

Anyone who would like to help with any of our banquets or sports 
shows please contact AOC.  We still need donation of items for each 
of our banquets, so if you have that item sitting around your home, 
that you could part with, we could repurpose it to a new user and 
help support AOC.

Kasilof Hatchery stocking program

AOC worked on getting more allocation of resources for the Kasilof 
River Hatchery program. Nothing was changed on the current plan, 
even with all the written testimony given by AOC, KRGA and 
KRSA supporting increasing the amount of fish stocked back to its 
pre-2000 levels. I personally would love to see this once great fishery 
returned to its former glory. The management plan currently being 
used will not do that.

4 Wheeler Raffle sponsor

The Raffle sponsor for the 4 wheeler this year is Ron’s Honda of 
Soldotna. They will be providing a 2012 Honda Fourtrax Foreman 
500 4-Wheeler ATV.
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The 2012 AOC Annual Meeting held in 
Juneau early in February was extremely 
informative and productive. High winds 
across the panhandle kept flights from 
arriving and AOC delegates and speakers 
waited on standby from Seattle to 
Anchorage until late Friday evening. 

The Friday work session was lively with 
numerous questions from AOC members 
being fielded by expert speakers after their 
presentations;

•	 Ed Fogels, Deputy Commissioner of DNR, started out the morning 
with an update on extensive efforts by DNR staff and DOL lawyers 
to assure public access to federal lands and waters. Fogels stated 
that the Parnell administration and Commissioner Dan Sullivan 
are actively pursuing all avenues available to regain State authority 
to regulate activities on State managed navigable water and to assert 
RS2477 right-of-ways in areas where the federal land managers 
have been denying public access. Funds have been made available 
to DNR to repair sections of the Rex trail in GMU 20 that have 
been degraded due to a high level of ORV travel during the fall 
hunting season. 

•	 McKie Campbell, staff for Senator Lisa Murkowski, reviewed 
provisions of the Sealaska Lands bill before Congress and assured 
AOC that before Congress voted on the bill AOC would have a 
chance to review changes to the bill that were currently being made.

•	 Don Mitchell, Anchorage attorney, provided attendees with a 
history of how the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) 
was drafted to exclude tribal designation in Alaska and how former 
Dept. of Interior official Ada Deer’s administrative action to 
recognize 220 tribes in Alaska could allow sovereign immunity on 
44 million acres of Alaska. Mitchell has filed a suit on behalf of an 
Alaskan individual in the US Supreme Court 
to overturn the AK Supreme Court decision 
concurring with tribal sovereignty, which 
could affect management of publicly owned 
fish and game resources on private lands.

•	 Alaska House of Representatives Craig 
Johnson, Bill Stoltze and Mia Costello, took 
time off from their duties i n 
the Capital to come down 
and reassure AOC members 
of their commitment to 
increasing opportunities 
to participate in Alaska’s 
outdoor heritage of 
hunting, trapping, fishing, 
and accessing public lands.

•	 John Quinley, Assistant 
Director, NPS-Alaska, 
made it in from Seattle 
after the winds died 
down to give an overview on the 
NPS lands in Alaska and noted that while Park 
visitation was down nationally, Alaska Parks continued to grow 
in the number of visitors. Quinley noted the common interests of 
NPS and AOC in maintaining functional, intact habitats necessary 
to support strong fish and wildlife resources. Comments from AOC 
members regarding the importance of continued public access to 
Alaska’s Park lands were numerous. 

•	 Craig Fleener, ADF&G Deputy Commissioner, gave wide 
ranging remarks on the importance of continuing predator/
prey management and assured attendees that the department 
was committed to gathering the data necessary for the BOG to 
adopt implementation plans to achieve current population and 
harvest objectives of game. Fleener understood the importance 
of promoting public understanding of IM programs and noted 
that the department was continuing to prepare information for 
distribution. 

•	 Charlie Swanton, Sport Fish Division Director, ADF&G, gave a 
much appreciated and informative overview of the boating access 
programs overseen by Sport Fish Division which derives its funding 
mainly from the sale of sport fish license in Alaska and a tax on 
fishing gear nationally. Income available for new projects is down 
due to recent decreases in fishing license sales in the state.

•	 Wayne Regelin, past ADF&G Commissioner and President of 
TSI, gave a report on his concerns of changes to the current ESA 
definition of “range” of an endangered species that were currently 
being proposed by the USF&W Service and the NMFS in the 
Federal Registry. The proposed changes could potently cause a 
species that was listed as endangered in the lower 48 states to be 
listed in Alaska, even if it wasn’t endangered here. 

All that were present at the AOC Annual meeting work session 
were grateful of our guest speakers for taking their time to keep 
AOC delegates up to date on very important events affecting AOC 
membership’s ability to continue our outdoor activities in Alaska.

The AOC Awards Banquet that evening was attended by Governor 
Sean Parnell, his wife Sandy, and Chief of Staff Mike Nizich. The 
governor took the time to speak with evening guests one on one and 
then spoke to all on his commitment to battle back against federal 
intrusion into the State’s right to manage its resources, hampering 
Alaskans ability to access public resources and travel across federal 
lands.

29 AOC clubs sent delegates and proxies to brave the high winds 
in Juneau for the 2012 Annual Business Meeting. AOC members 
reviewed efforts made by AOC board members and staff to execute 

priorities given them by AOC delegates at the 2011 
AOC Annual Meeting. Continued funding for 
AOC staff and attorney fees incurred by AOC board 
actions remains the highest concern for delegates for 
2012. 

Two new AOC board members were elected 
by the delegates; Dave White, a TSI 
member from Juneau and Gene 
Gerken, a PWC member from 
Anchorage. They will be filling the 
seats vacated by Ralph Seekins, 
who is running for a Senate seat 
this year from Fairbanks, and 
Richard Yamada, who has his 
application in to the Governor 
for a seat on the NPMFC. Both 
Gary Stevens and Mel Grove 
were re-elected for another 

term on the board.

The AOC Clubs are the backbone of this organization, 
they are the eyes and ears of what regulatory actions affect AOC 

membership’s ability to participate in outdoor activities. As you read 
through the articles in this issue of the AOC newsletter you will 
notice that AOC Clubs are taking the lead on a number of issues 
affecting our membership. The support from AOC clubs is essential 
to AOC’s success. If you don’t belong to one of AOCs Clubs look 
one up in your area and join.

AOC Annual Meeting Report 
By Rod Arno, AOC Executive Director

Governor Sean Parnell, Byron Haley John Lang, Governor Sean Parnell
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By Randy R. Rogers, former ADF&G wildlife planner
After several years of  study and preparation in June 2008 the Alaska 
Department of  Fish and Game imported 53 wood bison from 
Canada. There are now over 100 of  the shaggy beasts being held at 
the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center in Portage awaiting their 
chance to ramble in the wilds of  Alaska.  As 
many as 30 calves will be born this spring.

ADF&G has conducted habitat studies and 
determined the Yukon Flats, Minto Flats 
and the lower Yukon/Innoko Rivers area 
could each support a herd of  400 or more 
wood bison. The Yukon Flats may be the 
largest expanse of  prime wood bison habitat 
in North America and could likely support a 
herd of  several thousand wood bison.  The 
Yukon/Innoko area is now proposed as the 
initial wood bison release site.

AWCC provides quality care for the wood 
bison through a cooperative agreement 
with ADF&G. The bison have successfully 
completed a two-year quarantine and health 
certification program. The only remaining 
hurdle is to address concerns about the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Because wood bison are an endangered 
species, there are concerns that reintroducing 
them could result in restrictions on other 
natural resource development activities. To address these concerns, 
ADF&G has been working with the Alaska Department of  Law and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop regulations to designate 
wood bison in Alaska as a “nonessential experimental population” 
under section 10(j) of  the ESA.

This type of  regulation has never been applied in Alaska and 
would cause wood bison to be treated differently than any other 
endangered species in our state. The regulations will remove virtually 
all the regulatory requirements that normally apply under the ESA 
and designate the state to have primary management authority 
over wood bison herds. Most recently ADF&G has been working 

to ensure the ESA regulations will provide the 
state with the authority to manage future wood 
bison harvest. The proposed regulations should 
be released for public review and comment in 
the near future.

In addition, consideration is also being given to 
seek congressional action to address concerns 
about wood bison and the ESA. Either the 
10(j) regulations or congressional action could 
provide the necessary protection for other 
resource development activities so that the wood 
bison project can proceed. As wood bison herds 
in Canada and Alaska grow, it is likely they will 
be completely removed from the ESA before 
herds have grown enough to support sustained 
yield hunting.

While bison are not specifically included in the 
state Intensive Management laws, wood bison 
restoration is a way to enhance Alaska’s wildlife 
resources and hunting opportunities for many 
years to come. Wood bison restoration in Alaska 
will continue the legacy of  the North American 

wildlife conservation model where sportsmen’s organizations have 
taken the lead in restoring wildlife populations. 

There are now over 1,200 wood bison in the herd in the Yukon 
and hunting opportunities are rapidly increasing.  If  sportsmen’s 
organizations and other Alaskans continue working together wood 
bison will soon be thriving in Alaska once again.

Wood Bison are Ready to Ramble

Photo by: Doug Lindstrand

Legislative Update
By Jeff  Logan,  AOC Lobbyist 
With a month to go before the Alaska Legislature adjourns in 
Juneau (on April 15th) there’s still plenty on the table for AOC 
members.  Budgets, bills, and board confirmations will all be dealt 
with in the next 4 weeks.

 As in most years, as the end of  the session draws near legislation 
starts dropping off  the table.  A number of  bills AOC has worked 
on - for and against - are looking dead for this year.  Legislation 
dealing with fish guide licensing will wait until next year, as will bills 
focused on Kenai River dipnetting, and establishing a priority for 
personal use fishing.

On the game side, solutions to the problems with the Delta bison 
herd will likely not pass this year.  Legislation to give a hunter a one-
time pass if  he turns himself  in for shooting a sub-legal moose will 
also likely have to wait until next year.  A recently introduced bill to 
establish a no net-loss policy for state land used for hunting, fishing 
and trapping has attracted a bunch of  co-sponsors, but it is also 

unlikely to pass this year.

The operating budget, that funds ADF&G and DNR operations, is 
working its way through the House and should be over to the Senate 
soon.  The Senate will start the capital budget process in another 
week or two, and then pass it over to the House.  The capital budget 
has a number of  items of  interest to AOC.  ADF&G has requested 
funding for Kenai River salmon counting sonar equipment, and 
funding to study the effects of  East Cook Inlet set net salmon 
harvest.  DNR has proposed funding for a Kasilof  River boat take 
out and snowmobile trail development.  Individual legislators will be 
proposing to fund district projects as well, and AOC will have their 
eye on those.

One of  the most important issues left this session will be the 
confirmation of  Governor Parnell’s nominees to the Boards of  Fish 
and Game.  As of  this writing the Governor’s only nomination is 
Lynn Keogh to the Board of  Game.  There are two more seats to fill 
on the BOG and two on the Board of  Fish.  AOC is engaged in this 
process to establish boards who will honor the common use clause 
of  the Alaska Constitution and respect the Alaska lifestyle.
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Large scale burning and crushing is not a reality for the 
Kenai Peninsula due to the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge’s 
restrictive policies.  With 70 percent of  the Kenai being 
refuge lands this makes habitat enhancement options very 
limited.  To complicate matters, the refuge concluded a brown 
bear study in November of  2011 and has yet to release the 
population number, only stating “the number is much higher 
than what we believed”.  The Board of  Game has authorized 
a registration brown bear hunt this fall, in addition the black 
bear baiting opportunities have been liberalized.  

So what can you do?  Write a letter to the Governor or call 
(907-465-3500) and leave a message.  Write your State and 

Federal legislators supporting predator management on 
the Kenai Peninsula.  While most of  you Alaskans who 

reside north of  the Peninsula are thinking this is not 
your problem….. it may be, rest assured there is a 

Kenai Peninsula hunter looking at a map of  your 
hunt area, where predator control programs 
have been successful and moose populations 
are healthy.

By Mike Crawford, President Kenai Peninsula Chapter of  
Safari Club International
To my fellow Outdoorsmen,

I wanted to take this opportunity to write in support of  the 
predator management program on the Kenai Peninsula.  
In 2011, the Board of  Game made drastic changes to the 
moose hunting regulations on the Kenai Peninsula.  The new 
regulations eliminated nonresident hunting, spike fork, and 
restricted the taking of  large bulls to 50 inches or larger, or 4 
brow tines.  This reduced hunting opportunity resulting in 32 
animals taken during the last hunting season, compared to an 
annual average of  516 over the last decade.  

The decline in the moose population is due to 
several factors, but primarily predators.  For the 
long term recovery in GMU 15A (Northern 
Peninsula) habitat enhancement is essential, 
though, removal of  predators is crucial at 
this time to stop the decline.  Calf  survival 
is low and therefore recruitment is below 
the minimum level to even stabilize the 
population.  If  the impact of  predation 
is not reduced and calf  survival not 
increased, the population will continue to 
decline.  Only 4 of  the 32 moose were 
harvested were in 15A compared to over 
350 in the early 1980’s.  A current census 
needs to be conducted in this subunit 
to determine the impact of  the severe 
winter.  GMU 7 & 15B are currently in 
the same condition as 15A, however, 7 
& 15B do not qualify for an Intensive 
Management Program since harvest levels 
never exceeded 100 animals. There is a lot 
of  political pressure to stop the aerial predator 
management program. Twinning rates in 15A at 
16 percent reveal habitat is at a sustainable level, 
equally important, the un-hunted Skilak Loop area 
has very good habitat with a moose population estimated 
at half  of  what is used to be. We need to give moose a chance 
to recover; reducing the predator’s impact will achieve that 
objective. Sitting on our rear ends and watching the moose 
disappear is not an acceptable plan.

In 15C (Southern Peninsula) habitat is not an issue due to over 
160,000 acres that burned or were logged in the past 15 years, 
yet calf  survival is critically low due to predation.  The lack of  
recruitment has resulted in low bull/cow ratios.  

In a perfect world, we would have prescribed burns and 
crushing projects to increase habitat, and a pro-active program 
for managing predators.   

Predator management program (or the lack of ) on the 
Kenai Peninsula.

Kenai Peninsula Moose Predation Facts
If the Kenai moose population is still around 7000 
animals, approximately 4900 (70%) of those would 
be cows and about 3920 (80%) of those cows would 
had bred the previous fall.  Assuming a twinning 
rate of 16% (found in Unit 15A in 2011), resulting 
in an annual production of 4547 calves.
 
A calf moose mortality study on the Kenai revealed 
black bears killed 34% of the radio-collared calves 

suggesting approximately 1546 calves peninsula 
wide, wolves killed 273 (6%) calves and brown bears 

killed another 273 ( 6%). 

Calf mortalities by these three predators equal about 2092 
(46%) calves born each spring (from late May to July 15).  

Using the average of 244 moose killed per year by vehicles, 134 
(55%) are calves.  Black bears alone (in the spring) are capable of 

killing that many calves in less than four days. 

A study by the Fish and Wildlife Service showed wolf predation during 
winter was comprised of 47% calves and each pack (over 20 packs 
documented in Nov. 2011) averaged one kill every 4.7 days and 75% of 
their kills were moose. 
 
Wolves alone kill four times the number of moose killed by vehicles each 
year and at least twice the number of adult cows.
Reports of black bears killing adult moose are uncommon; however, 
brown bears prey on both calves and adults during their non-denning 
period, whereas, wolves prey on moose all year long. 
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and fishing licenses and it’s safe to say at least half  of  Alaska’s 
population spends time outdoors, and that’s not counting hikers, 
boaters, or just recreational ATV and snowmachine riders who don’t 
hunt, trap, or fish. 

Unless you’re willing to just walk the perimeter or line a boat into 
the interior of  any of  these federal conservation system units (CSU) 
in Alaska, you’re going to need a motor for summer access. (Winter 
travel would provide an opportunity for motor free dog sled access 
to many federal conservation units in the interior and northwestern 
areas of  Alaska). Today, commercial bus, aircraft and cruise ship 
transporters provide the public with access to many of  Alaska’s 
Federal CSUs, as well as to public domain lands owned by the state 
of  Alaska.

How will the Alaska Federal Lands LRTP affect individual Alaskans 
who fly, boat, snowmachine, or drive out to federal public lands over 
the next 20 years? The record number of  access closures to federal 
public land in Alaska since the passage of  the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) of  1980, doesn’t give 
us much hope for future opportunities for Alaskans to enjoy federal 
lands without hiring a commercial concessionaire. 

Since the passage of  ANILCA 30 years ago, we have lost access 
on parts of  63% of  Alaska for aircraft, boats, hovercraft, airboats, 
personal water craft, large swamp buggies, ATVs, and off-road-
vehicles on federal lands across Alaska.

 The Alaska Federal Lands LRTP could either be the best thing that 
has happened for independent travel on Alaska’s federal lands or the 
beginning of  the end of  access by individual motorized means. The 
current DRAFT LRTP plan will set the “sideboards” for what types 
of  motorized access will be appropriate on Alaska’s federal lands, if  
adopted.

If  the federal land managers want access to Alaska’s federal lands 
to be provided by regulated concessionaires they could make it 
their priority for the next 20 years. Individual access for Alaskans 
is guaranteed by federal law (ANILCA) for Rural Alaskan residents 
only. That means Alaskans not living in federally qualified rural 
areas, that’s around 590,000 Alaskans or 83% of  the states’ total 
population, could lose individual means of  motorized access to 
federal lands if  the managers determined individual methods of  
motorized access was an inappropriate activity. 

To win more access to Alaska federal public lands individual 
Alaskans will have to let the governor, Alaska’s congressional 
delegation and their legislative representatives know that they want 
access to federal public lands in Alaska in order for us and future 
generations to continue to hunt, trap, fish and recreate. 

So far, AOC is the only pro-access conservation organization at 
the table during the state’s involvement in the Alaska Federal Lands 
LRTP advocating for greater opportunities for the public to access 
federal public lands in Alaska. There are no planned new roads or 
trails in the draft LRTP. But one of  the actions to first take place is 
to develop trail standards (T-Roads) for all terrain vehicles. 

While a current lack of  federal funding may delay the construction 
of  any new road or trails to federal lands in the near future AOC 
will work to try and make sure overly restrictive travel standards that 
may hamper the building of  new trails for the next 20 years, are not 
adopted by the federal land managers.

AOC will be advocating for reasonable, sustainable trail standards 
that won’t unnecessarily block motorized access for individuals while 
at the same time minimizing the impacts on terrain and spawning 
areas in rivers. By supporting AOC financially you are making sure 
your interests to continue accessing public lands in Alaska are 
represented in the regulatory process.

Access: Continued from Page 1

Who harvests fish and game? 
Resource harvests by use in Alaska

Sport 0.6%

Commercial 98.3%

Subsistence and personal use 1.1%

Salmon
34%

Other fish
21%

Shellfish
3%

Land mammals
22%

Marine mammals
13%

Birds and eggs
3%

Wild plants
4%

Composition of subsistence harvest by rural Alaska residents, 2010

Alaska's population by area, 2010

= Urban areas - 589,061 (83%)
= Rural areas - 121,170 (17%)

Total Alaska - 710,231

Anchorage area (291,826 - 41%)

Rural Southcentral (7,319 - 1%)

Kenai Peninsula area (54,358 - 8%)
Fairbanks–Delta area (103,378 - 15%)

Matanuska–Susitna area
       (88,597 - 12%)

Ketchikan area (13,477 - 2%)

Juneau area (31,275 - 4%)

Valdez (3,976 - <1%)
Prudhoe Bay (2,174 - <1%)

Western (23,013 - 3%)

Arctic (24,271 - 3%)

Rural Interior (9,886 - 1%)
Southwest–Aleutians (16,177 - 2%)

Rural Southest (26,912 - 4%) Kodiak Island (13,592 - 2%)
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Alaska Moose Federation: A Year in Review
By Gary Olson
The winter of  2011-12 is quickly becoming one for the record books 
and in a very bad way for Southcentral Alaska moose. The snows 
have come early and deep driving many moose to the roads and 
railroad tracks to find easier routes for travel. A series of  major 
programs has been initiated by AMF, thanks to grants provided by 
the Alaska Legislature and the Parnell Administration under permit 
from the Alaska Department of  Fish & Game. These programs 
have helped the state with workable solutions for the growing public 
safety problem of  moose on Alaska’s highways.

This winter’s moose salvage program 
has proven itself  in its effectiveness at 
increasing safety on Alaska’s highways. 
The Mat-Su program picked up 24 
moose in its first week of  operating 
in January along with an amazing 24 
hour period on February 2nd of  17 
salvage moose picked up by AMF 
personnel between Talkeetna and 
Eagle River. Even though this was 
an amazing accomplishment, the AMF 
does not want to be recognized only as 
the experts in picking up dead moose. By 
late February of  2012, well over 600 vehicle 
collisions have occurred in Southcentral Alaska. 

The AMF had originally begun the moose salvage program in 
Anchorage during the winter of  2009. Past DOT grants enabled 
the AMF to outfit two donated trucks that hauled whole moose to 
charities rather than the charities coming to the road surface. This 
program has proven to reduce the Anchorage Police Department’s 
time needed at the collision scene by 2.5 hours. 

In addition, the data that was gathered from the collision scenes 
by AMF drivers has proved another very dangerous component to 
moose living on Alaska’s highways: orphaned calves appear to live 
on the roads until they cause additional vehicle accidents. According 
to DOT statistics, 50% of  all collisions are caused by calf  moose. 
Because of  these observations, the AMF requested two grants 
to expand AMF moose salvage to a statewide program and an 
additional grant to allow for the equipment needed for the rescue 
and relocation of  orphaned moose calves in an attempt to reduce 
vehicle collisions.

After requesting permission to relocate moose in September, 2011, 
a permit was issued by ADF&G in late February, just a month away 
from the season completion date of  March 31, 2012. Part of  the 
permit requires that all relocated moose are to be radio collared 
with ADF&G approved frequencies. Thirty approved frequencies 
were received February 16 from ADF&G after being requested in 
November.  Radio collar delivery times are at least 60 days leaving 
AMF to depend on ADF&G for collars at this time. AMF has 
been lent 3 approved collars from ADF&G stock to perform the 

first season’s relocation work this March, even though AMF has 
the capacity to relocate hundreds of  moose. Due to deep snow in 
most areas south of  the Alaska Range, the targeted destination for 
relocation will be out in the Copper River Valley. 

A program in Salt Lake City, that has relocated moose to Colorado 
for over 30 years, is the template for non-profit and government 
agencies cooperating in wildlife relocation.  Safari Club International 

and others were instrumental in providing funds and support to 
transplant these moose to help re-establish and supplement 

herds in Colorado. The participation between the state 
agencies and non-profits is a model that the AMF 

hopes will continue to gain strength in Alaska.

ADF&G also issued a diversionary feeding 
permit to the AMF to provide cleared 
locations ¼ mile away from paved roads along 
known moose collision corridors.   Locally 
grown haylage is the targeted diversionary 

feed for the animals this winter. This follows 
a proven program from the late 1980’s where 

ADF&G personnel set up these stations to help 
the moose during deep snow winters. ADF&G has 

studied captive moose at the Ag Farm in Palmer for the 
past decade to see what feed will most benefit moose in the 

wintertime. 

The AMF is excited with the new leadership in ADF&G who have 
been instrumental in working for a solid public & private partnership 
to provide better public safety solutions for Alaskans. We advocate 
for stronger wildlife management message than “it’s nature’s way” 
that has led to wholesale declines in moose while highways and the 
railroad continue to take their toll on our local moose herds. We urge 
all Alaska citizens to contact their legislator and encourage them to 
support active management and not allow record snow years to 
devastate our Southcentral herds.  Before oil & gas were discovered, 
our permanent funds were our salmon and our moose. After the 
oil & gas are diminished, we better hope we have abundance fish & 
wildlife for the people of  Alaska!
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A lawsuit has been filed in federal district court that will affect all 
our rights to access our favorite hunting and fishing spots.  The 
State of  Alaska has title to, and the right to govern, Navigable 
waters and the submerged lands between them.  This right was 
granted Alaska at statehood and is rooted in the constitutional 
“equal footing doctrine”. Under this doctrine, new States enter 
the Union “on an equal footing” with the original 13 Colonies and 
succeed to the United States title to the beds of  navigable waters 
within their boundaries. Section 6(m) of  the Alaska Statehood Act 
explicitly applies the Submerged Lands Act to Alaska. In 
practical terms, this means the State of  Alaska 
owns all Navigable rivers and lakes 
and their submerged lands!! As 
an example, the Yukon River, 
Fortymile River, Susitna 
River, Kuskokwim River, 
Koyukuk River, Stikine 
River, Nuahagak 
River, and hundreds 
of  other navigable 
waters and tidelands 
are undisputedly 
owned by the State 
of  Alaska. This 
ownership applies 
even if  they run through 
federal lands.

To the hunter and fisherperson 
this means when we are in Navigable 
waters we are on State land even if  that 
waterway runs through a federal preserve, forest 
or refuge. That the State of  Alaska owns the submerged lands 
between ordinary high water marks on Navigable waters is not in 
dispute. For example, when you land an airplane on a gravel bar 
on the Yukon River you are on State land. If  you beach your boat, 
canoe or raft on a gravel bar on the Susitna River you are on State 
land.  That is not in dispute. What is in dispute is who has the right 
to manage those lands. Unfortunately, some Federal agencies such 
as the National Park Service think when State land is within the 
boundaries of  one of  their Preserves or Refuges; they have another 
layer of  authority over the State of  Alaska.

Lawsuit protecting the use of Alaska’s Navigable Waters
By John Sturgeon

In addition, when ANILCA was passed it included a clause, Section 
103c, that specifically said regulations promulgated by ANILCA 
designated conservation unit do not apply to State and private 
inholding. Federal agencies like the National Park Service have 
chosen to ignore that regulation. 

As we have all experienced, the Federal government is much less 
supportive of  our rights to hunt and fish than the State of  Alaska 
and is even less concerned about our rights to access our favorite 
hunting and fishing spot. In addition, most would agree the Feds 

have been unresponsive to the many concerns of  
Alaska’s hunting and fishing enthusiasts.  In fact, 

they pretty much ignore our input. The State 
of  Alaska has always been much more 

supportive of  our rights to access 
our favorite hunting or fishing 

spot. The lawsuit filed by moose 
hunter John Sturgeon in Sept. of  
2011 seeks to take the Feds out 
of  management of  State land 
and put the State of  Alaska 
in charge of  managing their 
own lands. The State of  Alaska 
recently intervened in support 

of  this very important lawsuit. 
This lawsuit will decide who 

will manage Alaska’s state owned 
Navigable waters, the oppressive feds 

or the more supportive State of  Alaska.

If  you float or use a powerboat on a Navigable 
river to hunt or fish, if  you land your airplane or helicopter 

or beach your raft, boat or canoe on a gravel bar, if  you charter a 
plane that lands on a gravel bar or lands in the water, if  you set a 
tent up on a gravel bar or anything similar, this case is important to 
you!! These lawsuits, to protect our most basic hunting, fishing and 
access rights are very expensive. 

Your help is urgently needed. You can help by sending a donation to 
the Alaska Outdoor Council attention the “Navigability Lawsuit”. 
Time is critical, the federal government is taking away more of  your 
rights every day! The time to stop them is now. Donate today at 
www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org
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Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance
Protecting your right to GO there.

• Protect your rights
• Become informed
• Members & non-Members welcome

First Monday of  each month at the Eagle River VFW at 6:30 pm

To find out more, attend a monthly meeting:

For more information visit www.akoaa.org

General Contractors, LCC
Log Construction
Post & Beam Construction
SIPS
Boom Truck & Crane Services
Snowcat Service, Remote Hauling
Weatherall Products

907-694-8758
www.cmmgen.com
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Alaska Frontier Fabrication
Alaska Fur Exchange

Alaska Industrial Hardware
Alaska Moose Federation

Alaska Raft and Kayak
Sue Arthur

B&J Sporting Goods
Backcountry Archery

Barney’s Sports Chalet
Birchwood Recreation and Shooting Park

Boondock Sporting Goods
Browning

Gil & Teresa Burnett
Chimo Guns
Todd Clark

CMM General Contractors

Coleman
Davis Constructors & Engineers

Lucy Dunham
Extreme Heating & Air
EZ Limit Guide Service

Fishing with Mark Glassmaker
FNM Alaska

Glacier BrewHouse
Hatcher Pass Polaris

HideAway
Holliday Air, Inc / Terry Holliday

Rob Holt
Pam Iverson

Jimmie Jack Fishing
Krog’s Kamp
Charlie Lane

Log Cabin Sporting Goods
Jeff  Logan

Marv’s Charters
Mossy’s Fly Shop

Mountain View Sports
PenAir

Rabbit Creek Shooting Park
Red Ribbon Delights
Ruffed Grouse Society

Gary Stevens
John Sturgeon

Three Bears of  Alaska
Usibelli Coal Mine

V.F. Grace
Wild West Guns

Winchester Repeating Arms

2nd Annual Anchorage Banquet & Fundraiser
We want to thank all our generous supporters and everyone who came and helped put this event together.

It was great fun and a huge success.  We will see you all again next year.

1. Todd Clark
2. CMM General Contractors
3. Extreme Heating and Air
4. Alaska Frontier Fabrication

5. Alaska Moose Federation
6. Gary Stevens
7. John Sturgeon

Our Table Sponsors

How can you and I be assured our younger generations 
can learn the values associated with harvesting wild 
foods?  How can we defend the opportunity to harvest 
now and in the future?  

The AOC and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Fund help.  And in 2002 the Fund established an 
endowment account called the Alaska Trust Fund to 
build an account large enough so the interest would cover 
the operating costs of the parent Fund.  the goal of the Alaska Trust 
Fund is to reach the endowment level of $1 million. 

Every dollar invested in the Trust is protected - only the interest it 
generates can be spent.  Every dollar donated to the Trust stays right 

here at home - protecting the outdoor heritage you and I 
have grown to love and enjoy.

 Trust Fund trustees Warren, Byron, Kenton, Ron, Dick and 
I ask you to consider an annual gift to the Trust Fund. 
Become a Trustee by donating $250. Make it permanent 
by adding $750 over 3 more years. Other donation options 
are available.

Please use the form below to donate – or inquire by calling me at 
907-455-6151

Thanks to hunter-artist Sue Arthur of Juneau who has created all 3 
of our associate logos – the AOC’s goose, the parent Fund’s leaping 
fish and the Alaska Trust Fund’s muskox.

Alaska Trust Fund – A Gift to Alaska
   -- investing the resources of  today to protect fishing, hunting, trapping & access for the Alaskans of  tomorrow.

By Mary Bishop, Secretary, Alaska Trust Fund

Baked Salmon (or Halibut)
By Pam Iverson, AOC Administrative Director

When you get tired of fixing salmon on the BBQ, try this method 
of cooking. 
It was one of my Mom’s favorite ways to cook salmon.
A filet of salmon, skin off, bones out or just use the tail sections
In a small bowl mix equal parts of mayonnaise and sour cream
(The amount will depend on how big the piece of fish is)

Lay the fish in a shallow baking dish; pour a small amount lemon 
juice over the fish 
Salt & pepper to taste
Lay the mayonnaise-sour cream mixture across the top of the fish, 
sprinkle with Dill weed
Bake for 20 to 30 minutes at 350 degree oven, until the top is 
slightly turning golden brown 
(The fish should flake but don’t over-cook)
(This is also a way to keep moisture in the fish that has been in the 
freezer too long)
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BUY ANY NEW X-BOLT™ 
RIFLE AND GET A FREE 
SPECIAL EDITION X-BOLT 
SOFT SHELL JACKET!

Purchase any new Browning X-Bolt rifle at retail between 
January 1, 2012 and June 30, 2012 and Browning 
will send you a special edition X-Bolt Soft Shell Jacket. 
This full-zip jacket is wind- and water-resistant with a 
warm fleece lining and plenty of pockets, a drawcord 
bottom, comfortable Lycra cuffs and a stand-up collar.  
It’s embroidered with both the Browning Buckmark 
and X-Bolt logos. A $150 retail X-tra value, is yours 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! Not valid with any other offer or promotion. 
See X-Bolt X-tras promotion coupon for more details.

BUY ANY NEW MODEL 70

Buy any NEW Model 70® Rifle between January 1, 2012 
and June 30, 2012 and Winchester Repeating Arms will 
reimburse you up to $50 (excluding sales tax) for any rifle 
ammunition purchase made in the same store at the same 
time of your rifle purchase.

RIFLE AND GET $50 IN
FREE AMMO.

Contact your Browning Dealer or Gary Stevens @ 688-9993 Contact your Winchester Dealer or Gary Stevens @ 688-9993

 

5825 E Mayflower Court   Wasilla 376 -5077   Anchorage 569-5077  Fax 376-1187   Email: SALES@VBMALASKA.COM      

COMPUTERS    

DESKTOPS, LAPTOPS, 
NETWORKS, WIRELESS, 

REMOTE ACCESS 

OFFICE 
  EQUIPMENT 
  COPY, PRINT, FAX, SCAN 

I.T. SUPPORT 
INCREASE RELIABILITY 
ELIMINATE DOWN TIME 
CONTRACT SERVICES 

PRINTING 
BUSINESS CARDS, FLYERS  

CALENDARS, RESUMES,  
NEWSLETTERS, COPIES 

    
            Copy/Print/Scan/Fax                
 

      VBMVBMVBM    Special -   $107  per mo*  

    Also Ask about FREE  Maintenance   
    Agreement & FREE Black Toner!                          

     31 Page-Per-Minute Full Color,  
     Network Ready, Auto Duplex  
     Fax Optional                                          
       Includes: Auto Doc Feeder, 2-500 sheet cassette,  
      100 sheet Bypass tray  & Stand.                                       
       *Based on 60 month FMV lease                                                     Shown with optional paper trays  

MXMXMX---C311C311C311  

 WWW.VBMALASKA.COM 

VBM is proud to help support the Alaska Outdoor Council  

PHONE SYSTEMS 
EASY TO MANAGE AND USE 

UP TO 50 EXTENSIONS 
FROM 1 TO 16 LINES 

SAVE UP TO 30%  
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Make a 
Difference in 
the New Year
 

www.pickclickgive.org

Please choose:

Alaska Fish 
& Wildlife 
Conservation 
Fund 

as your non-
profit and help 
hang onto your 
outdoor future.

The fund is 
the associated 
conservation arm 
of  AOC
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Dave White
New AOC/AFWCF Board Member

Doug passed away Feb 7.  Doug was an early activist in the 
reorganized Alaska Outdoor Council in l963, fueled by his 
unrelenting disdain for federal regulations, especially those of  
the National Park Service.  He even served a short time early 
on as Executive Director.  

But it seemed that AOC moved too slowly, and Doug was 
off  again on his own unique odyssey before long.  One of  his 
better publicized protests was to mail a package of  dried bull 
(or horse) manure to the Secretary of  Interior in protest of  the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 
during Congress’s deliberations.  Much to Doug’s delight, the 
Postal Service was unable to find a rule under which to charge 
him with some infraction.

Although Doug didn’t continue as an active AOC member,  for 
many years he continued his scathing advice to AOC on how it 
should be acting to save Alaska from the federal government 
- in long, uncomplimentary letters, noting that he often wrote 
them for his own amusement, since he didn’t expect AOC to 
comprehend his advice.

Doug lived large as a mountaineer, iconoclast, and Alaskan. 
This quote from an article on his website well reflects his 
perspective:  “Mention the stinking government as the stinking 
government, and the real Alaskans will know you are a fellow 
human.”  

Friends will hold a celebration of  Doug’s life in Fairbanks on 
May 19, 2012, his birthday.

Doug Buchanan, 1947 -2012.  RIP

I moved from Oregon to Alaska in the fall 
of  1992.  I have lived in Juneau since coming 

to Alaska.  I have enjoyed fishing and hunting 
my entire life so I immediately fell in love 
with Alaska and all it has to offer.   In 2002,  
I became a partner in a retail business.  Our 
store has a large sporting good and marine 
department.  We are also an Alaska Fish & 
Game vendor.  I have had the opportunity to 
get to know quite a few fishermen, hunters, 
charter captains and lodge owners.  

I am a member of  the A.O.C., NRA, Ducks 
Unlimited and the Juneau Gun Club.  My 
wife, Carla, and I are co-chairs of  the Juneau 
Chapter of  Ducks Unlimited. 

The future of  hunting and fishing in 
Alaska is important to me.  I think that it is 
important to educate our youth in fish and 
wildlife conservation. It is important that 
our youth know how to adhere to fish and 
game regulations as well as promote firearm safety. I want to help 
make sure that there will be fish to catch and game to hunt for 
my children’s children as well as future generations. I think all 
Alaskans should have an equal opportunity and right to hunt and 
fish anywhere in the state.  I also feel that all sportsmen should 
abide by the same set of  regulations.

I have been very active with donations of  time, merchandise and 
money for several organizations that share these same values.  I have 
been involved with yearly fundraisers for groups such as Alaska 
Outdoor Council, Ducks Unlimited, Territorial Sportsmen, and 

Friends of  the NRA.  I have also been supportive of  the Becoming 
an Outdoor Woman workshops as well as Family Fishing Day at 
the lake and Hooked On Fishing.    

In looking at the mission statement and goals of  the A.O.C. 
I decided that I would like to run for the board.  I believe in 
A.O.C.’s mission and I want to do whatever I can to help.   I feel 
that I know and get along very well with the sportsmen in Juneau.  
I am looking forward to meeting with and working with other 
clubs in Southeast. I am a good listener and am certainly willing 
and able to present any of  your comments and concerns to the 
board.
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Alaska Monitoring and Drug Testing
Vince Holton
405 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907 978-8218
akinterlock@gci.net
www.alaskainterlock.net
Saving lives one breath at a time.

Alaska Precision Taxidermy
Kevin H. Hickman
319 Glacier Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
kevin@akprecisiontaxidermy.com
www.akprecisiontaxidermy.com  

F & E Taxidermy
Frank Borba
3679 Hurst Road
North Pole, AK 99705. . . . . . . . .907-488-2850
feborba@alaska.net    

Fairbanks Fur Tannery
Allen Barrette
380 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
barrette@acsalaska.net    

Frontier Outfi tters / Sentry Hardware
Mike Lund
250 Third Street #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907-452-4774
mlginc@gci.net    

Geo-Watersheds Scientifi c, LLC
Michael Lilly
PO Box 81538
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-479-8891
mlilly@gwscientifi c.com  
www.gwscientifi c.com

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-479-3523
pottermik@gmail.com  
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in Geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709  . . . . . . . . .907-479-3046
pph@gci.net  
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Usibelli Coal Mine
William S. Brophy (COL)
100 Cushman St. Suite 210
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907 452-2625
bill@usibelli.com
www.usibelli.com
Clean Energy - Brighter Future

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com    

A.T.Publishing & Printing
Andrew Martone
1720 Abbott Road
Anchorage, AK 99518  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
accounting@atpublishing.com    

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687  . . . . . . . . . . .907-376-9568
wayne@alaskaremote.com
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also Bull Magnets” -- 
durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.”

Alaska Sausage Co., Inc.
Martin Eckman
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509  . . . . . . . .907-562-3636
aks@ak.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing.  Retail - wholesale - gift packages.

B & J Sporting Goods
Lute Cunningham
2749 C Street
Anchorage, AK 99503  . . . . . . . .907-274-0575
lute@bnjsg.com    

Boondock Sporting Goods & Outfi tters
Don Hanks
P.O.Box 621
Eagle River, AK 99577 . . . . . . . .907-694-2229      

Deshka Landing Outdoor Association, LLC
Jason Votruba
PO Box 155
Willow, AK 99688 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-495-3374
dloamanager@hotmail.com
www.deshkalanding.com  

Dr Robert Bundtzen, MD
Robert Bundtzen
9420 Southwind Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507  . . . . . . . .907-561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.net    

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve & Roma Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603. . . . . . . . . . . .888-350-6204
steve@emeraldpineslodge.com  
A full service lodge for small groups.  Fish for a day or for a week, 
everything furnished. Website: www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andrew N. Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645  . . . . . . . . . . .907-746-2199
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com  

Garth’s Outboard Repair
Garth Bilderback
PO Box 2216
Soldotna, AK 99669 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
garthsoutboard@alaska.net    

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567. . . . . . . . . . .907-688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com  

Northwoods Lodge
Eric Johnson
PO Box 56
Skwentna, AK 99667  . . . . . . . . .907-733-3742
info@northwoodslodge.net    

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe G. Prax
PO Box 1090
Valdez, AK 99686. . . . . . . . . . . .907-835-3858
jprax@alaska.net  
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Skyline Sales & Service
Gary A. Stevens
PO Box 672145
Chugiak, AK 99567-2145 . . . . . .907-688-9993
garyatsls@cs.com    

Valley Business Machines Inc.
Loren Rupe
5825 E. Mayfl ower Ct.
Wasilla, AK 99654  . . . . . . . . . . .907-376-5077
Loren@vbmalaska.com  
We are your One Stop Technology Shop!

SOUTHCeNTRAL

INTeRIOR

AOC Sustaining Business Members
Please support those who support AOC by patronizing these AOC’s Business Members!



Page 17 of  20

 
 

Winter 2011-2012

Volume 19, Issue 3

Alaska Connections
Richard Yamada
P O Box 210064
Auke Bay, AK 99811  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
richard@alaskareel.com    

Orion Sporting Goods
Bert Stromquist
705 Halibut Point Road
Sitka, AK 99835  . . . . . . . . . . . . .907 738-3541
orion@gci.net    

Space Unlimited, Inc.
Gary L. Jenkins
PO Box 210194
Auke Bay, AK 99821  . . . . . . . . .907-780-6633
gjenkins@gci.net  
We have warm dry storage for your summer toys in the winter and 
your winter toys in the summer.

Alaska Monitoring and Drug Testing
Vince Holton
405 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907 978-8218
akinterlock@gci.net
www.alaskainterlock.net
Saving lives one breath at a time.

Alaska Precision Taxidermy
Kevin H. Hickman
319 Glacier Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
kevin@akprecisiontaxidermy.com
www.akprecisiontaxidermy.com  

F & E Taxidermy
Frank Borba
3679 Hurst Road
North Pole, AK 99705. . . . . . . . .907-488-2850
feborba@alaska.net    

Fairbanks Fur Tannery
Allen Barrette
380 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
barrette@acsalaska.net    

Frontier Outfi tters / Sentry Hardware
Mike Lund
250 Third Street #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907-452-4774
mlginc@gci.net    

Geo-Watersheds Scientifi c, LLC
Michael Lilly
PO Box 81538
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-479-8891
mlilly@gwscientifi c.com  
www.gwscientifi c.com

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-479-3523
pottermik@gmail.com  
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in Geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709  . . . . . . . . .907-479-3046
pph@gci.net  
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Usibelli Coal Mine
William S. Brophy (COL)
100 Cushman St. Suite 210
Fairbanks, AK 99701  . . . . . . . . .907 452-2625
bill@usibelli.com
www.usibelli.com
Clean Energy - Brighter Future

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708  . . . . . . . . .907-455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com    

A.T.Publishing & Printing
Andrew Martone
1720 Abbott Road
Anchorage, AK 99518  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
accounting@atpublishing.com    

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687  . . . . . . . . . . .907-376-9568
wayne@alaskaremote.com
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also Bull Magnets” -- 
durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.”

Alaska Sausage Co., Inc.
Martin Eckman
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509  . . . . . . . .907-562-3636
aks@ak.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing.  Retail - wholesale - gift packages.

B & J Sporting Goods
Lute Cunningham
2749 C Street
Anchorage, AK 99503  . . . . . . . .907-274-0575
lute@bnjsg.com    

Boondock Sporting Goods & Outfi tters
Don Hanks
P.O.Box 621
Eagle River, AK 99577 . . . . . . . .907-694-2229      

Deshka Landing Outdoor Association, LLC
Jason Votruba
PO Box 155
Willow, AK 99688 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-495-3374
dloamanager@hotmail.com
www.deshkalanding.com  

Dr Robert Bundtzen, MD
Robert Bundtzen
9420 Southwind Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507  . . . . . . . .907-561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.net    

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve & Roma Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603. . . . . . . . . . . .888-350-6204
steve@emeraldpineslodge.com  
A full service lodge for small groups.  Fish for a day or for a week, 
everything furnished. Website: www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andrew N. Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645  . . . . . . . . . . .907-746-2199
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com  

Garth’s Outboard Repair
Garth Bilderback
PO Box 2216
Soldotna, AK 99669 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
garthsoutboard@alaska.net    

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567. . . . . . . . . . .907-688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com  

Northwoods Lodge
Eric Johnson
PO Box 56
Skwentna, AK 99667  . . . . . . . . .907-733-3742
info@northwoodslodge.net    

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe G. Prax
PO Box 1090
Valdez, AK 99686. . . . . . . . . . . .907-835-3858
jprax@alaska.net  
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Skyline Sales & Service
Gary A. Stevens
PO Box 672145
Chugiak, AK 99567-2145 . . . . . .907-688-9993
garyatsls@cs.com    

Valley Business Machines Inc.
Loren Rupe
5825 E. Mayfl ower Ct.
Wasilla, AK 99654  . . . . . . . . . . .907-376-5077
Loren@vbmalaska.com  
We are your One Stop Technology Shop!

SOUTHeAST

continued Sustaining Business Members

Purchase Bison Permit 
Raffle Tickets from AOC.

Find info on our website.

Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Alaska Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Charter Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Interior Marksmanship Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Alaska Moose Federation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Motor Musher’s Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Alaska Professional Hunters Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Rifl e Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chugiak
Alaska State Snowmobile Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaskan Marine Dealers Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Willow
Delta Sportsman’s Association, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Delta Junction
Fairbanks Retriever Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Fairbanks Trap Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Fortymile Mining Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Golden North Archery Assoc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Interior Airboaters  Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Juneau Gun Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Juneau Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Kodiak Island Sportsman’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kodiak
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Mat-Su Anglers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club . . . . . . .Eagle River
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Prince William Sound Charter Boat Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . Valdez
Ruffed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Soldotna
Safari Club International/AK Chapter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eagle River
Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sitka
Sitka Sportsman’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slana
South Central Alaska Dipnetters Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Sportsmen for Fish & Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Tok Shooters Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tok

AOC Member Clubs  (to get contact info go to our website)
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DEDICATED To IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT 
FOR RUFFED GROUSE,WOODCOCK,AND OTHER FOREST WILDLIFE

South Central Alaska Chapter
7650 Delridge Circle, Anchorage, Alaska 99507

February 13, 2012
The Honorable Linda Menard State Capitol Room 9 Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Menard,

The South Central Alaska Chapter of The Ruffed Grouse Society would like to thank you for submitting Senate Bill 
159, creating a State Forest west of the Susitna River. We support creation of this Forest for a multitude of reasons
not the least of which is the ability to manage our forest resources for wildlife.

The area west of the Susitna is one of the last remaining large blocks of state land in Southcentral Alaska. 
Establishing a state forest will ensure that the ever increasing population of this area has access to the outdoor 
recreation for which our state is famous and that our timber, land and wildlife resources can be managed for the 
benefit of all Alaskans. A state forest will also help establish and solidify a timber industry for this area. Managed 
timber harvests benefit wildlife that needs an age diversified forest to thrive and would help reduce the potential 
for devastating fires such as the Miller Reach catastrophe.

Designation as a State Forest is, we believe, one of the least restrictive land categories possible. It allows for most 
uses, but would require planning and thought before implementing changes such as roads, mining, campgrounds, 
etc. The one restriction we know of is transfer of land into private ownership. In the past, the State has been able to 
meet the recreational needs of the Southcentral population through land transfers to individuals.   However, the 
population is growing and most land with easy access, such as that bordering lakes and rivers, has already been 
transferred. The net effect is to block access to the remaining area. We realize there are access corridors reserved, 
but these are not particularly effective when it means parking your plane in front of someone's cabin to walk the 
right of way to a stream. Land owners tend to view such as an intrusion and clashes ensue.   Additionally, owners 
of private land tend to want to manage all lands within view of their property. This leads to conflict when trying to 
manage resources on state land. In the Matanuska Valley it has hobbled the ability of Forestry to conduct timber 
sales and ADF&G to implement habitat improvement projects.

As currently described in SB 159, the State Forest is a convoluted collection of detached parcels taking 16 pages to 
describe the boundaries. A person out for recreation will have a difficult time trying to determine if they are in or 
out of the forest. Future disposal of land surrounding these parcels could complicate road development and access 
to proposed timber sales. Private ownership bounding the forest could result in the NIMBY problems we are 
already dealing with in other parts of Southcentral.

We would encourage you to expand the proposed boundaries to incorporate all unencumbered state land west of 
the Susitna River, south of the Denali Park Boundaries, North of Beluga Lake/Beluga River draining into Cook 
Inlet. As a minimum, the forest boundaries need to be simplified and expanded to create a buffer against threats to 
proper forest management by private ownership and to ensure reasonable access to the forest is available. This
would preserve public access, insure multiple use of our land, and enhance our wildlife resources for all Alaskans, 
now and in the future, while encouraging development of a comprehensive timber industry.

This forest will complement the three other state forests that have been successfully established.   We urge the 
legislature to expand and pass SB 159 this session.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Griffin 
President, SAC RGS

open letter from RGS to create the Susitna State Forest
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PROCESS YOUR OWN
●Grinders ●Paper ●Meat lugs       

●Spices & supplies ●Scales

ALASKA FEED COMPANY
1600 College Rd. Fairbanks  99709

451-5570 800-478-3333

Opportunities for Alaska.
Jobs for Alaskans.

Visit our website and learn the facts today.
pebblepartnership.com

20th ANNUAL SPORTSMEN’S BANQUET 

South Central Alaska Chapter 

SATURDAY APRIL 7, 2012 
Anchorage Hilton Hotel  

500 W. 3rd Avenue 

Tickets Online At 
www.ruffedgrousesocietyak.com 

For Help or to Sponsor Call 
Tina at 907-244-0747 

Cocktails and Raffles—5 PM 

Dinner—7 PM 

DINNER — LIVE AUCTION — SILENT AUCTION — RAFFLES 

GUNS — HUNTS — FISHING TRIPS — FURS — JEWELRY 

HUNTING AND FISHING GEAR — HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

 

HAVE FUN, SUPPORT WILDLIFE AND ENSURE FUTURE 
GENERATIONS’ ABILITY TO ENJOY IT 



AOC Membership Application

I WOULD LIKE TO:

Renew my membership

Become a new member

Make a donation

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:

Annual Individual       $25 Annual Family $30

3-year Individual $60 3-year Family $70

5-year Individual   $100 5-year Family $110

Club Membership       $50 annual

Sustaining Business  $150 per year

Life Membership $400 one time

Lobbying Donation $  

Education Donation $  

TOTAL: $  

NAME #1:

ADDRESS:

OPTIONAL: Ph: Fax:

E-Mail:

NAME #2:

ADDRESS:

OPTIONAL: Ph: Fax:

E-Mail:

PAYMENT:  Check  Visa/MC: - - - Exp: -

SIGNATURE:

For membership and lobbying donations, please make payable to “AOC”. For education 
donations, please make payable to “AFWCF”. Lobbying donations are not tax deductible; 
education donations are tax deductible. Mail to 310 K St., Suite 200, Anchorage, AK 99501

Option out of Newsletter to View online instead.

Trust Fund Donation $  

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Alaska Outdoor Council Inc. 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund
310 K Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
P: (907) 264-6645   F: (907) 264-6602
www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org
aoc@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

“Alaska’s Outdoors are Yours”

Check mailing label for 
membership expiration.
Please renew today!

If you are not getting AOC
E-mail alerts – E-mail us at
membership@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

Non-Pro�t Org.
US Postage

Anchorage, AK
Permit #537


