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Commercial fi shing boats working the icy waters of Prince William Sound. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Fishing rights in Alaska is an age - old issue that has 
shaped Alaskan politics for the last century. � e answer 
to what  the legal rights in fi sh allocation are still isn’t 
clear. In February the question will take center stage 
once again in Anchorage as the Board of Fisheries 
(Board) tackles proposals for Upper Cook Inlet dealing 
with salmon conservation and allocation.

� e Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADFG) estimated the 2007 statewide salmon harvest 
of 212 million, which made it the 4th largest catch 
ever. It was valued at $374 million. � ere is no formal 
estimate for what the values of subsistence, personal 
use, and sport caught fi sh were for 2007. � e latest 
estimated value of just “sport fi shing” reported in 
the Economics of Sport Fishing in Alaska, prepared 
for ADF&G by the Institute of Social and Research 
(ISER) gave a total economic value of $736 million 
for 1993. 

� e point is when the Board adopts regulations, 
to achieve fi sheries utilization consistent with the 
maximum possible benefi t to Alaskans, billions of 
dollars are at stake. Current statutes (AS 16.05-.010) 
require that the Board takes not only biological but 
socio-economic factors into account when deliberating 
on all proposals regulating who gets to fi sh and  how 
much of the total allowable harvest is allocated to the 
various kinds of fi shing..

Alaska’s Constitution, (Article VIII, Natural 
Resources) gives clear instructions regarding the 
management of fi sh. � e State manages and allocates 
fi sheries to meet the biological, economic, and social 
objectives outlined in the Constitution and in statute. 
Should the Board deviate from the constitutional 
intent regarding fi sheries management the State Courts 
are quick to point out their transgressions. Court cases 
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AOC Sustaining Business Members
Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!

INTERIOR
Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff  Alling
PO Box 70752
Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. John P. Bast, DDS
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-2206
jbast@acsalaska.net

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4288

Frontier Outfi tters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Gundersen Painting Inc.
Gary & Deborah Gundersen
758 Old Richardson Hwy
Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings. 
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Merle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200
Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3523
mpotter@alaska.net 
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708 458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com 
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3046
baja@gci.net
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain
HC 62, Box 5740
Delta Junction, AK 99737 895-4157
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash
Jerry Timmons
Westside at University and Airport
1295 University Avenue
Eastside at 720 Old Steese
Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.  
Aff ordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708 455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com

WRAM
Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 479-5588
patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL
Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC
Ron McAlpin
PO Box 809
Soldotna, AK 99669 235-3736
sales@AkRange.com
www.AkRange.com
Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme
conditions of the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687 376-9568
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets” 
– durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings
860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654 982-2183
jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman
2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509 562-3636
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing. Retail-wholesale-gift packages.

Alaska Vision Clinic
Bret Miknich, OD
2702 Gambell Street, Suite 102
Anchorage, AK 99503 272-7211

B-J’s Services, Inc.
Robert Jenski
932 South Colony Way
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050
www.b-jservices.com
Complete automotive repair and diagnostics.  Retail sales of 
fi rearms and ammunition.

Benjamin I. Whipple, Attorney At Law
481 W Arctic Avenue
Palmer, AK 99645 745-1776
Adoptions and personal injury.

Captain Pete’s Alaskan Experience
Pete or Debra Wedin
PO Box 3353
Homer, AK 99603 235-2911
pete@captpete.com
www.captpete.com
Attitude makes the diff erence.

Century Dental Center
Dr. Patrick Dorman, DDS
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve
PO Box 155
1000 Deshka Landing Road
Willow, AK 99688 354-3374

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., DDS
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-8573
p.locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508 561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.com

Dr. Roland E. Grower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508 279-3564

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603 235-6204
www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andy Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645 376-3687
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.

GES, Inc.
T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611 398-1194
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of oilfi eld drilling & production,
liquids & solids; dry well injection of solids & fl uids.

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567 688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

Palmer Machinery Company
Monte Goodrich
1226 S Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet, 
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe Prax
PO Box 1090
141 Galena Street
Valdez, AK 99686 835-3858
iprax@alaska.net
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Team CC
491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654 357-3200
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, AK 99577 694-3200
info@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com

True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton
PO Box 3082
Kodiak, AK 99615 486-5188
jimhkodiak@gci.net
www.truenorthfi shing.com

AOC Member Clubs
ABATE of Alaska Anchorage
ABATE of Chugiak Chugiak
AIM-COMM Fairbanks
Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition Fairbanks
Alaska ATV Club Anchorage
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer
Alaska Boating Association Anchorage
Alaska Charter Association Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association Palmer
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Anchorage
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer
Alaska Rifl e Club Anchorage
Alaska State Snowmobile Association Anchorage
Alaska Waterfowl Association Anchorage
Alaskan Bowhunters Association, Inc. Wasilla
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage
Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus Willow
Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association Fairbanks
FNAWS/Alaska Chapter Anchorage
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston
Interior Airboaters Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Gun Dog Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association Fairbanks
Juneau Alaska Billfi sh Association Juneau
Juneau Gun Club Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club Juneau
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer
Mat-Su Motor Mushers Wasilla
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club Eagle River
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage
Ruff ed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks
Ruff ed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Palmer
Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter Soldotna
Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River
Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association Sitka
Sitka Sportsman’s Association Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite Slana
South Peninsula Sportsman Association Homer
Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club Fairbanks
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau
Tok Shooters Association Tok
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Time Flies When You’re Having Fun
I guess I’ve had a ball because suddenly 

it’s nearly the New Year.  What was I 
doing a year ago?  Oh, yes—Governor 
Palin’s Fish & Game Transition Team.  
I was honored to serve on that team as 
co-chair along with Ken Johns.  � e 21 
member team came from all over the 
state and the majority of resource user 
interests. � e collective knowledge was 
impressive.

� e Team’s charge was to identify the most important fi sh and 
game management issues and recommend actions to make things 
better.  Our working timeframe was short; the list was long and the 
people were scattered and busy.  But we got done and reported to 
Governor Palin on Dec. 19, 2006.  � e Governor had a long day 
listening to Teams from every state department.

Our Team agreed that 8 out of 29 identifi ed issues were of 
mutual interest and concern across the spectrum of users.  Even 8 
are too many to cover here so I’ll pick and choose among those and 
others that were, and are, of most concern to AOC.

Funding level for ADF&G:  � e team was concerned that 
funding was inadequate for the last 10 years to maintain the 
high quality of science-based professional management needed.  
Subsequently the Legislature did provide funding for key predator-
prey management programs and for important salmon fi sheries 
research in northern Cook Inlet, among many other needed 
programs, and the Governor approved the funding.  

Board of Fisheries and Game member confl ict of interest:  
Commercial fi sheries Team members believed the confl ict of 
interest prohibition on Fisheries Board members was too strict and 
excluded some of the most knowledgeable people from serving on 
the Board.  While all team members agreed that it was an important 
issue, some felt some restrictions were appropriate.  � e Game Board 
did not seem to have a similar problem.  � e Legislature is taking up 
the issue in HB15 which would somewhat relax the restrictions on 
Board of Fisheries participation.  HB15 is currently in House Rules 
Committee and will probably be considered this coming session. AOC 
has generally favored minimizing potential confl ict of interest situations 
on the Boards.

Dual Management with Federal Subsistence Board:  State and 
Federal laws relating to management and allocation of resources 
diff er considerably.  Where and how each applies has been a source of 
confusion and confl ict for years.  � e Federal Subsistence Board has 
contributed substantially to the problems aff ecting sound management 
and rational allocations by playing fast and loose with its responsibilities 
and authorities.  � is has negatively aff ected both rural and urban 
resource users as well as state management of fi sh and game.  “Part B” 
of the issue suggested looking into ways to replace “dual management” 
with a State managed program.� e underlying cause of this dilemma is 
Title VIII of ANILCA which not only unfairly discriminates but is poor 
conservation law. 

Reinstatement of Fish & Wildlife Protection as a Division:  AOC 
objected to the elimination of the Protection Division and the resulting 
loss of fi sh and game enforcement eff ort.  � e Boards of Fisheries and 
Game heard that complaint all over the state.  � eir study of the issue 
confi rmed the problem.  AOC and others had lobbied for return of 
eff ective fi sh and game enforcement all through the political campaigns.  
� e Governor promised if elected, to fi x it, and she did, almost before 
the “ink was dry” on the Transition Team Report.

Return of Habitat Permitting Functions to ADF&G:  � e 
Transition Team unanimously supported this recommendation.  AOC 
had opposed the transfer of Habitat Division function and related 
measures from ADF&G to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by 
the Murkowski Administration.  � e Palin Administration is examining 
the “pros and cons” of how the system is currently working.  AOC is 
waiting to see the analysis which should be out soon.  AOC’s main 
concern remains the appropriate maintenance of Alaska’s high quality 
fi sh and game habitat.  

Salary Studies / Retention (of Professional Staff ):  � is is the “brain-
drain” issue.  ADF&G’s 

President’s Message
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Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders 
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next 
summer will have to again choose whether using 
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers 
is an acceptable practice.  “Ballot Box Biology” is on 
the table again.  Recent statewide polls suggest that 
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side 

of the debate they favor.  Less than five percent of those polled had no 
opinion regarding aerial predator management. 

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to 
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce 
predation?  Either they are Alaskans who actually understand the 
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics 
of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice. 

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management 
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical, 
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.   
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator 
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing 
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall 
sheep in Alaska.  It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting, 
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics.  Those are not valid criteria by which to 
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of 
managing wildlife for human consumptive use.  Instead they say “let 
nature balance itself ”.   They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife 
populations remain at low levels indefinitely.  Pro-consumptive use 
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed 
for human use on a sustained yield basis.  

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife 
management” debate to be on?  Advocates on both sides know perfectly 
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation 
renders “big game management” just so many words. 

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation 
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife 
Conservation” – which has worked for over 100 years.   This approach 
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing 
continued hunting opportunities.  These opportunities have been 
provided under state laws which provide for game management 
including effective predator/prey management.  History has shown 
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can 
deny that fact.   

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney 
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose 
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in 
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife 
resources.  It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management 
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling 
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we 
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation. 

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8, 
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.   
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to 
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they 
depend. ■

Which Side Are You On?
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised 
because State pay is not competitive – especially with Federal pay.  � e 
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for 
some time.  In August ’07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to 
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.  

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed 
in on several.  One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon 
Management Policy as statute.  So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the 
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fi shing interests 
predominate.  Another issue is adequate sport fi shing representation 
on the North Pacifi c Fisheries Management Council.  � e Governor’s 
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.  

� e Transition Team took a strong stand favoring eff ective predator 
management, an issue AOC has supported.  � e Legislature in 2007 
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator 
management education program in recognition that most of the 
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management 
opponents.  Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support 
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a 
Congressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a 
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team 
are faring well, especially considering the high-profi le oil and gas issues 
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.  However, 
the chronic diffi  culties in fi sh and game management and allocation 
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue 
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is 
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some 
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority. 

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and 
traditional moose and duck hunting.  We were lucky enough to fi nd a 
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.  
With our fi sh and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s 
plenty of fi rewood. We give thanks. ■

continued on page 3
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Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders 
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next 
summer will have to again choose whether using 
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers 
is an acceptable practice.  “Ballot Box Biology” is on 
the table again.  Recent statewide polls suggest that 
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side 

of the debate they favor.  Less than five percent of those polled had no 
opinion regarding aerial predator management. 

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to 
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce 
predation?  Either they are Alaskans who actually understand the 
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics 
of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice. 

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management 
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical, 
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.   
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator 
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing 
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall 
sheep in Alaska.  It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting, 
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics.  Those are not valid criteria by which to 
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of 
managing wildlife for human consumptive use.  Instead they say “let 
nature balance itself ”.   They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife 
populations remain at low levels indefinitely.  Pro-consumptive use 
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed 
for human use on a sustained yield basis.  

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife 
management” debate to be on?  Advocates on both sides know perfectly 
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation 
renders “big game management” just so many words. 

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation 
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife 
Conservation” – which has worked for over 100 years.   This approach 
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing 
continued hunting opportunities.  These opportunities have been 
provided under state laws which provide for game management 
including effective predator/prey management.  History has shown 
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can 
deny that fact.   

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney 
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose 
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in 
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife 
resources.  It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management 
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling 
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we 
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation. 

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8, 
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.   
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to 
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they 
depend. ■

Which Side Are You On?
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised 
because State pay is not competitive – especially with Federal pay.  � e 
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for 
some time.  In August ’07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to 
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.  

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed 
in on several.  One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon 
Management Policy as statute.  So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the 
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fi shing interests 
predominate.  Another issue is adequate sport fi shing representation 
on the North Pacifi c Fisheries Management Council.  � e Governor’s 
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.  

� e Transition Team took a strong stand favoring eff ective predator 
management, an issue AOC has supported.  � e Legislature in 2007 
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator 
management education program in recognition that most of the 
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management 
opponents.  Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support 
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a 
Congressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a 
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team 
are faring well, especially considering the high-profi le oil and gas issues 
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.  However, 
the chronic diffi  culties in fi sh and game management and allocation 
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue 
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is 
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some 
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority. 

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and 
traditional moose and duck hunting.  We were lucky enough to fi nd a 
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.  
With our fi sh and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s 
plenty of fi rewood. We give thanks. ■

continued on page 3
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AOC Sustaining Business Members
Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!

INTERIOR
Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff  Alling
PO Box 70752
Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. John P. Bast, DDS
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-2206
jbast@acsalaska.net

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4288

Frontier Outfi tters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Gundersen Painting Inc.
Gary & Deborah Gundersen
758 Old Richardson Hwy
Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings. 
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Merle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200
Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3523
mpotter@alaska.net 
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708 458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com 
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3046
baja@gci.net
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain
HC 62, Box 5740
Delta Junction, AK 99737 895-4157
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash
Jerry Timmons
Westside at University and Airport
1295 University Avenue
Eastside at 720 Old Steese
Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.  
Aff ordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708 455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com

WRAM
Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 479-5588
patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL
Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC
Ron McAlpin
PO Box 809
Soldotna, AK 99669 235-3736
sales@AkRange.com
www.AkRange.com
Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme
conditions of the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687 376-9568
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets” 
– durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings
860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654 982-2183
jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman
2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509 562-3636
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing. Retail-wholesale-gift packages.

Alaska Vision Clinic
Bret Miknich, OD
2702 Gambell Street, Suite 102
Anchorage, AK 99503 272-7211

B-J’s Services, Inc.
Robert Jenski
932 South Colony Way
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050
www.b-jservices.com
Complete automotive repair and diagnostics.  Retail sales of 
fi rearms and ammunition.

Benjamin I. Whipple, Attorney At Law
481 W Arctic Avenue
Palmer, AK 99645 745-1776
Adoptions and personal injury.

Captain Pete’s Alaskan Experience
Pete or Debra Wedin
PO Box 3353
Homer, AK 99603 235-2911
pete@captpete.com
www.captpete.com
Attitude makes the diff erence.

Century Dental Center
Dr. Patrick Dorman, DDS
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve
PO Box 155
1000 Deshka Landing Road
Willow, AK 99688 354-3374

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., DDS
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-8573
p.locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508 561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.com

Dr. Roland E. Grower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508 279-3564

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603 235-6204
www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andy Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645 376-3687
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.

GES, Inc.
T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611 398-1194
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of oilfi eld drilling & production,
liquids & solids; dry well injection of solids & fl uids.

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567 688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

Palmer Machinery Company
Monte Goodrich
1226 S Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet, 
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe Prax
PO Box 1090
141 Galena Street
Valdez, AK 99686 835-3858
iprax@alaska.net
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Team CC
491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654 357-3200
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, AK 99577 694-3200
info@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com

True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton
PO Box 3082
Kodiak, AK 99615 486-5188
jimhkodiak@gci.net
www.truenorthfi shing.com

AOC Member Clubs
ABATE of Alaska Anchorage
ABATE of Chugiak Chugiak
AIM-COMM Fairbanks
Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition Fairbanks
Alaska ATV Club Anchorage
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer
Alaska Boating Association Anchorage
Alaska Charter Association Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association Palmer
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Anchorage
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer
Alaska Rifl e Club Anchorage
Alaska State Snowmobile Association Anchorage
Alaska Waterfowl Association Anchorage
Alaskan Bowhunters Association, Inc. Wasilla
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage
Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus Willow
Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association Fairbanks
FNAWS/Alaska Chapter Anchorage
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston
Interior Airboaters Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Gun Dog Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association Fairbanks
Juneau Alaska Billfi sh Association Juneau
Juneau Gun Club Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club Juneau
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer
Mat-Su Motor Mushers Wasilla
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club Eagle River
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage
Ruff ed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks
Ruff ed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Palmer
Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter Soldotna
Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River
Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association Sitka
Sitka Sportsman’s Association Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite Slana
South Peninsula Sportsman Association Homer
Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club Fairbanks
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau
Tok Shooters Association Tok
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…Save a Tree  …Save your Landfill   …Save Tons of Mail from being sent to Alaska

Go to the Catalog Choice website: http://www.catalogchoice.org/ and delete all those catalogues you receive but 
don’t want.

I have deleted our assorted names from the mailing lists of 44 catalogues just in the last few weeks.  It’s quick 
and easy.

- Mary Bishop, Fairbanks.

Save a Tree...

The Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska (CACFA) is up and running. Members, including 
Presiding Officer Rick Halford, met in December to work on organizational issues.

Representative Mike Kelly, sponsor of the legislation, HB 87, to recreate the Commission, thanked the members 
for their willingness and expertise and wished them well in their work. Rep. Kelly reiterated the importance of 
the Commission making itself accessible to all citizens and interested parties whose activities occur on federal 
public lands. With 60% of the state owned by federal agencies it’s clear that Alaskans’ lives are often affected by 
federal management. 

The duties of CACFA are clearly defined in statute, AS.41.37.220. The Commission is to assist individual 
Alaskans in dealings with federal land management agencies, by both understanding federal laws and their 
Congressional intent governing use of federal areas, and by providing a forum for addressing problems that 
individuals encounter with the laws or their application by the agencies.

For information on CAFCA, contact Ms Melanie Lesh, Special Asst., DNR, 400 Willoughby Ave., Suite 500, Juneau, 
AK 99801. Phone: (907)465-4730, Fax: (907) 465-3886

Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska starts up

� anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by becoming members during the 2007 Winter 
Membership Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green of Wasilla (in the photo mention that Don Hanks is on the left)

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their 
donation of the Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag.

Perhaps a small insert caption/ad with Fairbanks auction picture and the following words (we just need to 
get the thanks out): � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund and Council was attended 
by 475 people in early November.  � anks to all the donors, volunteers and guests for making it a grand 
success once again

- � anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by 
becoming members during the 2007 Winter Membership 
Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to 
our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

- Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e 
Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their donation of the 
Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag

- � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund 
and Council was attended by 475 people in early November.  
� anks 
to all the 
donors, 
volunteers 
and guests 
for making 
it a grand 
success 
once 
again.

Sheep hunter and fi nancial planner Rene Russ demonstrating Best Practices 
bear viewing; from a distance

Charles Green (on the right), Winner of the 2007 AOC Raffl e, collects his prize at Boondock Sporting Goods in Eagle River from Don Hanks.

FOR INFORMATION ON NRA BANQUETS

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE
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The Endangered Species Act
By Doug Vincent-Lang

� e Endangered Species Act (ESA) was fi rst passed by Congress in 
1973.   It’s purpose is “to provide a means whereby the ecosystems 
upon which endangered and threatened species may be preserved 
and to provide a program for the conservation of such endangered 

and threatened species”.  To date, the Act 
has been used sparingly in Alaska.  � is 
is largely the result of Alaska’s successful 
management of its native species 
and attendant ecosystems under our 
constitutional sustained yield mandate.  

To date only 15 species that are present 
in Alaska have been listed under the ESA.  
Species currently listed as endangered are 
the Short-tailed albatross, Eskimo curlew, 

Aleutian shield fern, Steller’s sea lion (western stock), Bowhead 
whale, Fin whale, Humpback whale, North Pacifi c right whale, Blue 
whale, Sei whale, and the Leatherback turtle.  Species currently listed 
as threatened include the Spectacled eider, Steller’s eider (Alaska 
breeding population), Northern sea otter (southwest Alaska Distinct 
Population Segment, DPS), and Steller sea-lion (eastern population).

In recent years, however, more species have been proposed for 
listing under the ESA.  For example, petitions have been fi led 
within the last 2 years to list several species as either threatened or 
endangered under the ESA including the Polar bear, Black-footed 
albatross, Yellow-billed loon, Cook Inlet beluga whale, Lynn Canal 
herring, and the North Pacifi c right whale (as a separate DPS).  In 
addition, the Kittletz’s murrelet is under ongoing consideration.  

� e ESA mandates a specifi c process.  � e process begins 
with a petition for consideration of listing.  � is can be done by 
any individual or organization.  Once a petition is received, the 
responsible federal agency makes a determination if the petition 
presents substantial scientifi c and commercial information indicating 
that the petitioned action may be warranted.  If the agency 
determines there is not suffi  cient evidence, the petition is denied.  
If, however, the agency determines there is suffi  cient evidence, then 
the agency notices the public that a status review of the species 
will be initiated.  Once the status review is completed, the federal 
agency makes a decision to list the species as either threatened or 
endangered.  

Once a decision to list is made, the federal agency then makes 
a decision to designate critical habitat for the species.  � is is only 
done after an economic review of likely impacts is conducted.  
Finally, recovery plans are prepared with the goal of delisting.  

Each of these steps allow for public comment and input.  As the 
primary trustee over Alaska’s fi sh and wildlife resources the ADF&G 
is a key player in the process.  We provide needed input into the 

development of the status reviews.  We also provide informed 
opinions regarding whether or a listing decision is warranted.  

� e Department is also a key player in defi ning “critical 
habitat” which is defi ned under the ESA as areas essential for the 
“conservation” of the species in question. “Conservation” is defi ned 
as using all means necessary to bring a species to the point it no 
longer needs the protection of the Act. Critical habitat must be 
designated for listed species on the basis of the best scientifi c data 
available and after taking into consideration the economic impact, 
and any other relevant impact, of designating a particular area as 
critical habitat.  � e responsible federal agency may exclude an 
area from designation if the agency determines that the benefi ts of 
such exclusion outweigh the benefi ts of specifying an area as part of 
critical habitat, unless it is determined, based on the best scientifi c 
and commercial data available, that the failure to designate the area 
will result in the extinction of the species concerned. Actions of the 
Secretary in designating critical habitat are judicially reviewable. 

� e Department is also a critical player in the development and 
implementation of recovery plans for listed species.  Section 4(f ) 
of the ESA requires that recovery plans be developed for listed 
species unless the agency fi nds that such a plan will not promote 
conservation of the species.  Recovery plans delineate reasonable 
actions which are believed to be required to recover and/or protect 
a listed species.  � ey serve as a guide that delineates and schedules 
those actions believed necessary to restore the listed species as a 
viable, self-sustaining element of their ecosystem

Listing of a species along with the designation of critical habitat 
and establishment of recovery plans triggers various regulatory 
actions.  For example, designation of critical habitat requires 
“consultation” on federal actions (Section 7 consultation).  � e 
designation process also provides necessary information for Section 
10 permits and habitat conservation plans.  � e designation process 
also provides information infl uencing land acquisition decisions.  
Finally, the critical habitat designation process provides guidance for 
non-federal landowners. 

At the request of the governor, the legislature approved funds 
for the formation of an ESA team within the Department of Fish 
and Game.  � is team helps the state navigate the ESA process and 
coordinates state comments within the ESA process.  � ese funds 
have allowed the state to provide input on the proposed listing of 
Cook Inlet beluga whales, polar bears, and Lynn Canal herring.  � e 
group is also working on comments for the black-footed albatross, 
Yellow-billed loon, and North Pacifi c Right whales.  

For further information, please contact Doug Vincent-Lang, Special 
Projects Coordinator ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 
99518 • (907) 267-2339 • douglas.vincent-lang@alaska.gov ■

regarding fi shery regulations are common.

� e reason for a clear constitutional intent 
regarding management of Alaska’s fi sheries 
arose from the salmon fi sheries collapse caused 
by over fi shing during territorial days. Alaska’s 
commercial salmon fi sheries until statehood had 
been controlled by absentee packing interests 
under the federal management regime. � e 
Board of Fish and Game was created at statehood 
to regulate fi sh and game uses consistent with 
the Constitution.

By 1975 it became obvious that one board 
deliberating on both fi sh and game issues 
couldn’t handle the work load.  � e board 
was split into two, allowing the newly created 
Board of Fisheries to deal with fi sh conservation 
and allocation regulations. Around the same 
time the Alaska Fish & Game Advisory 
Committees were activated to try and increase 
public participation and give local Alaskans a 

greater say in who got to fi sh, and how much 
each user group could harvest. 

Even with the statutory attempts of the 70’s 
and 80’s to emphasize  that the Board  pay 
close attention to cultural and socio-economic 
implications of their decisions on subsistence, 
personal use and sport uses, the commercial 
fi sheries interests still remained dominant. � e 
December 1986 collapse of the Board of Fisheries 
caused another round of scrutiny regarding 
whether  the current Board structure could 
adequately adopt regulations to assure sustained 
yield management of fi sh stocks and make 
balanced allocation decisions among the various 
benefi cial uses of Alaska’s fi shery resources.

Upper Cook Inlet Finfi sh proposals up for 
deliberation by the Board at their February 1-12, 
2008 meeting in Anchorage have the potential 
of being another pivotal point in the history of 
Alaskan fi sheries management. � e board has an 

Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5 
AAC 21.363) that has been on the books for over 
twenty-fi ve years. It states that after the statutory 
priority for subsistence has been satisfi ed “other 
benefi cial uses, to the extent they are consistent 
with the public interest and overall benefi t of 
the people of Alaska will be allowed in order to 
maximize the benefi ts of these resources.” � e 
board’s ability to determine what the public 
interest for salmon in Upper Cook Inlet is and 
how that will benefi t the people of Alaska will 
have a lot to do with who gets the fi sh. � e Board’s 
justifi cation for actions it may take to redistribute 
current Upper Cook Inlet salmon allocations 
among personal use, sport, guided sport, and 
commercial fi sheries will be closely scrutinized to 
determine whether the Board follows statutory 
direction (AS 16.05.251(e)), regarding changing 
socio-economic characteristics of Alaskans living 
in the Cook Inlet drainage. 

Mandatory reports of the commercial 

Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? continued from page 1

continued on page xCompeting fi sher“men” in Katmai National Park. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

continued on page 11
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The Endangered Species Act
By Doug Vincent-Lang

� e Endangered Species Act (ESA) was fi rst passed by Congress in 
1973.   It’s purpose is “to provide a means whereby the ecosystems 
upon which endangered and threatened species may be preserved 
and to provide a program for the conservation of such endangered 

and threatened species”.  To date, the Act 
has been used sparingly in Alaska.  � is 
is largely the result of Alaska’s successful 
management of its native species 
and attendant ecosystems under our 
constitutional sustained yield mandate.  

To date only 15 species that are present 
in Alaska have been listed under the ESA.  
Species currently listed as endangered are 
the Short-tailed albatross, Eskimo curlew, 

Aleutian shield fern, Steller’s sea lion (western stock), Bowhead 
whale, Fin whale, Humpback whale, North Pacifi c right whale, Blue 
whale, Sei whale, and the Leatherback turtle.  Species currently listed 
as threatened include the Spectacled eider, Steller’s eider (Alaska 
breeding population), Northern sea otter (southwest Alaska Distinct 
Population Segment, DPS), and Steller sea-lion (eastern population).

In recent years, however, more species have been proposed for 
listing under the ESA.  For example, petitions have been fi led 
within the last 2 years to list several species as either threatened or 
endangered under the ESA including the Polar bear, Black-footed 
albatross, Yellow-billed loon, Cook Inlet beluga whale, Lynn Canal 
herring, and the North Pacifi c right whale (as a separate DPS).  In 
addition, the Kittletz’s murrelet is under ongoing consideration.  

� e ESA mandates a specifi c process.  � e process begins 
with a petition for consideration of listing.  � is can be done by 
any individual or organization.  Once a petition is received, the 
responsible federal agency makes a determination if the petition 
presents substantial scientifi c and commercial information indicating 
that the petitioned action may be warranted.  If the agency 
determines there is not suffi  cient evidence, the petition is denied.  
If, however, the agency determines there is suffi  cient evidence, then 
the agency notices the public that a status review of the species 
will be initiated.  Once the status review is completed, the federal 
agency makes a decision to list the species as either threatened or 
endangered.  

Once a decision to list is made, the federal agency then makes 
a decision to designate critical habitat for the species.  � is is only 
done after an economic review of likely impacts is conducted.  
Finally, recovery plans are prepared with the goal of delisting.  

Each of these steps allow for public comment and input.  As the 
primary trustee over Alaska’s fi sh and wildlife resources the ADF&G 
is a key player in the process.  We provide needed input into the 

development of the status reviews.  We also provide informed 
opinions regarding whether or a listing decision is warranted.  

� e Department is also a key player in defi ning “critical 
habitat” which is defi ned under the ESA as areas essential for the 
“conservation” of the species in question. “Conservation” is defi ned 
as using all means necessary to bring a species to the point it no 
longer needs the protection of the Act. Critical habitat must be 
designated for listed species on the basis of the best scientifi c data 
available and after taking into consideration the economic impact, 
and any other relevant impact, of designating a particular area as 
critical habitat.  � e responsible federal agency may exclude an 
area from designation if the agency determines that the benefi ts of 
such exclusion outweigh the benefi ts of specifying an area as part of 
critical habitat, unless it is determined, based on the best scientifi c 
and commercial data available, that the failure to designate the area 
will result in the extinction of the species concerned. Actions of the 
Secretary in designating critical habitat are judicially reviewable. 

� e Department is also a critical player in the development and 
implementation of recovery plans for listed species.  Section 4(f ) 
of the ESA requires that recovery plans be developed for listed 
species unless the agency fi nds that such a plan will not promote 
conservation of the species.  Recovery plans delineate reasonable 
actions which are believed to be required to recover and/or protect 
a listed species.  � ey serve as a guide that delineates and schedules 
those actions believed necessary to restore the listed species as a 
viable, self-sustaining element of their ecosystem

Listing of a species along with the designation of critical habitat 
and establishment of recovery plans triggers various regulatory 
actions.  For example, designation of critical habitat requires 
“consultation” on federal actions (Section 7 consultation).  � e 
designation process also provides necessary information for Section 
10 permits and habitat conservation plans.  � e designation process 
also provides information infl uencing land acquisition decisions.  
Finally, the critical habitat designation process provides guidance for 
non-federal landowners. 

At the request of the governor, the legislature approved funds 
for the formation of an ESA team within the Department of Fish 
and Game.  � is team helps the state navigate the ESA process and 
coordinates state comments within the ESA process.  � ese funds 
have allowed the state to provide input on the proposed listing of 
Cook Inlet beluga whales, polar bears, and Lynn Canal herring.  � e 
group is also working on comments for the black-footed albatross, 
Yellow-billed loon, and North Pacifi c Right whales.  

For further information, please contact Doug Vincent-Lang, Special 
Projects Coordinator ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 
99518 • (907) 267-2339 • douglas.vincent-lang@alaska.gov ■

regarding fi shery regulations are common.

� e reason for a clear constitutional intent 
regarding management of Alaska’s fi sheries 
arose from the salmon fi sheries collapse caused 
by over fi shing during territorial days. Alaska’s 
commercial salmon fi sheries until statehood had 
been controlled by absentee packing interests 
under the federal management regime. � e 
Board of Fish and Game was created at statehood 
to regulate fi sh and game uses consistent with 
the Constitution.

By 1975 it became obvious that one board 
deliberating on both fi sh and game issues 
couldn’t handle the work load.  � e board 
was split into two, allowing the newly created 
Board of Fisheries to deal with fi sh conservation 
and allocation regulations. Around the same 
time the Alaska Fish & Game Advisory 
Committees were activated to try and increase 
public participation and give local Alaskans a 

greater say in who got to fi sh, and how much 
each user group could harvest. 

Even with the statutory attempts of the 70’s 
and 80’s to emphasize  that the Board  pay 
close attention to cultural and socio-economic 
implications of their decisions on subsistence, 
personal use and sport uses, the commercial 
fi sheries interests still remained dominant. � e 
December 1986 collapse of the Board of Fisheries 
caused another round of scrutiny regarding 
whether  the current Board structure could 
adequately adopt regulations to assure sustained 
yield management of fi sh stocks and make 
balanced allocation decisions among the various 
benefi cial uses of Alaska’s fi shery resources.

Upper Cook Inlet Finfi sh proposals up for 
deliberation by the Board at their February 1-12, 
2008 meeting in Anchorage have the potential 
of being another pivotal point in the history of 
Alaskan fi sheries management. � e board has an 

Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5 
AAC 21.363) that has been on the books for over 
twenty-fi ve years. It states that after the statutory 
priority for subsistence has been satisfi ed “other 
benefi cial uses, to the extent they are consistent 
with the public interest and overall benefi t of 
the people of Alaska will be allowed in order to 
maximize the benefi ts of these resources.” � e 
board’s ability to determine what the public 
interest for salmon in Upper Cook Inlet is and 
how that will benefi t the people of Alaska will 
have a lot to do with who gets the fi sh. � e Board’s 
justifi cation for actions it may take to redistribute 
current Upper Cook Inlet salmon allocations 
among personal use, sport, guided sport, and 
commercial fi sheries will be closely scrutinized to 
determine whether the Board follows statutory 
direction (AS 16.05.251(e)), regarding changing 
socio-economic characteristics of Alaskans living 
in the Cook Inlet drainage. 

Mandatory reports of the commercial 

Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? continued from page 1

continued on page xCompeting fi sher“men” in Katmai National Park. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com
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TONYRUSS.COM
BOOKS ABOUT ALASKA

BY ALASKANS
HUNT ALASKA NOW
“The Best Hunting

Book I’ve Ever Read!”

TONY@TONYRUSS.COM
Member of Alaska Charter Association

…Save a Tree  …Save your Landfill   …Save Tons of Mail from being sent to Alaska

Go to the Catalog Choice website: http://www.catalogchoice.org/ and delete all those catalogues you receive but 
don’t want.

I have deleted our assorted names from the mailing lists of 44 catalogues just in the last few weeks.  It’s quick 
and easy.

- Mary Bishop, Fairbanks.

Save a Tree...

The Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska (CACFA) is up and running. Members, including 
Presiding Officer Rick Halford, met in December to work on organizational issues.

Representative Mike Kelly, sponsor of the legislation, HB 87, to recreate the Commission, thanked the members 
for their willingness and expertise and wished them well in their work. Rep. Kelly reiterated the importance of 
the Commission making itself accessible to all citizens and interested parties whose activities occur on federal 
public lands. With 60% of the state owned by federal agencies it’s clear that Alaskans’ lives are often affected by 
federal management. 

The duties of CACFA are clearly defined in statute, AS.41.37.220. The Commission is to assist individual 
Alaskans in dealings with federal land management agencies, by both understanding federal laws and their 
Congressional intent governing use of federal areas, and by providing a forum for addressing problems that 
individuals encounter with the laws or their application by the agencies.

For information on CAFCA, contact Ms Melanie Lesh, Special Asst., DNR, 400 Willoughby Ave., Suite 500, Juneau, 
AK 99801. Phone: (907)465-4730, Fax: (907) 465-3886

Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska starts up

� anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by becoming members during the 2007 Winter 
Membership Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green of Wasilla (in the photo mention that Don Hanks is on the left)

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their 
donation of the Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag.

Perhaps a small insert caption/ad with Fairbanks auction picture and the following words (we just need to 
get the thanks out): � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund and Council was attended 
by 475 people in early November.  � anks to all the donors, volunteers and guests for making it a grand 
success once again

- � anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by 
becoming members during the 2007 Winter Membership 
Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to 
our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

- Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e 
Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their donation of the 
Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag

- � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund 
and Council was attended by 475 people in early November.  
� anks 
to all the 
donors, 
volunteers 
and guests 
for making 
it a grand 
success 
once 
again.

Sheep hunter and fi nancial planner Rene Russ demonstrating Best Practices 
bear viewing; from a distance

Charles Green (on the right), Winner of the 2007 AOC Raffl e, collects his prize at Boondock Sporting Goods in Eagle River from Don Hanks.

FOR INFORMATION ON NRA BANQUETS

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE
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catch are compiled annually by the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
Catch and catch market value data are given to the Board. Unfortunately, 
there is no program for providing the Board with comparable data on 
sport fi shing and other non-commercial fi shing for Upper Cook Inlet.

It’s up to individual anglers, sportfi sh groups, and other user groups to 
make the Board aware of how their share of the salmon harvest in upper 
Cook Inlet is of overall benefi t to the people of Alaska. 

� e Board must consider the fact that the Upper Cook Inlet area is 
now the fastest growing region and home to over half  the population 
of the State. � e opportunity for the Board to obtain and analyze socio-
economic data by region has been nonexistent. Hopefully, current 
eff orts by ADF&G-Division of Sport Fish to provide accurate, current 
information on the economic contributions of angler spending will 
meet many of the Board’s needs. Unfortunately, results from the 2007 
Sportfi shing Economics Survey won’t be available until December 31, 
2008, too late for consideration at the February 2008 meeting.

Board of Fisheries decisions on escapement goals for salmon in 
Upper Cook Inlet drainages will have a dramatic aff ect on who gets to 
fi sh and how much they will be able to harvest. � e Board will have 
to decide whether concerns about over-escapement of sockeye salmon 
into spawning areas in Kenai Peninsula drainages should take precedence 
over meeting escapement goals of mixed stock salmon runs in Northern 
District drainages. � e outcome of their decisions on escapements will 
allocate more salmon to either commercial intercept fi sheries or to inriver 
sport and personal use fi shers. 

In deciding on escapement goals, the Board has to decide how to apply 
the two relatively new 2000-2001 (5 AAC 39.222 Sustainable salmon 
fi sheries policy and 5 AAC 39.223 Salmon Escapement Goals) major 
policies that govern escapement goals. Changes that may occur to the 

Upper Cook Inlet Management Plans will be controversial. If the Board 
chooses  Biological Escapement Goals (BEG) that provide the greatest 
potential for Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) for sockeye runs in Kenai 
Peninsula rivers, the Board will have a tough time meeting Sustainable 
Escapement Goals (SEG) for mixed stocks in the Northern District. 
Sport and personal use fi shing would also be aff ected . 

In the past the Board has deferred to ADF&G when fi sheries 
conservation proposals dealt with sustained yield management. From 
1974 to 1985 the board adopted 92% of the department regulatory 
proposals that came to a vote. Similar rates of adoption have occurred 
since. Now, with the current policies governing escapement goals, the 
line between conservation and allocation of salmon stocks has become 
blurred. 

Whether the current Board can adequately adhere to the constitutional 
mandates regarding conservation and allocation of fi sheries resources will 
be put to the test, again, at the February meeting on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh. If you harvest fi sh in Alaska you may want to take the time to 
attend and get involved, especially if you’re one of the 470,000 Alaskans 
who currently live in the Cook Inlet drainage. ■

Midnight Sun - August 11, 2006 
Eddie Grasser - 745-6166

Sitka - September 30, 2006

Nome - October 7, 2006

Delta Junction - October 14, 2006

Glenallen - October 21, 2006

Anchorage - October 21, 2006

Kenai - October 28, 2006

Bethel - November 4, 2006

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE

Both photos courtesy of www.isleroyalewolf.org 

Fishing for salmon just outside of Seward. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com
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Plan.  To Win.Plan.  To Win.
Are you planning to reach your fi nancial goals?
Call me today and I will help you get started.

“Your future is my focus.”
Investing. Investing. With a plan.plan.

•Retirement Plans
• IRA• IRA• IR ’s  • A’s  • A Rollovers
•Education Funding

Rene Russ, CMFC
Financial Advisor
Mat-Su Valley
Direct (907) 354-8864
rene@wradvisors.com
waddell.com • Member SIPC

800 East Dimond Blvd., Ste 3-350
Anchorage, AK  99515

(907) 349-3559

Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund (AF&WCF) Member Club delegates and 
individual members will gather in Anchorage on February 7th-10th of 2008 to determine the direction that AOC’s Board Members 
and staff will pursue for the upcoming year.

A review of last year’s efforts will be presented along with an outlook of topics needing attention in the near future for the benefit 
of AOC/AF&WCF membership. Numerous changes to the landscape regarding outdoor activities have occurred this past year and 
many more changes are appearing on the horizon. 

AOC Board Members and staff have spent a considerable amount of time and effort this last year working with the State 
Administration, legislators, the departments of; Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Law, and the Boards of Fisheries and Game 
on critical topics that directly effect the quality and quantity of Alaska’s renewable natural resources. Here are a few timely examples 
of topics that directly affect AOCs purposes, as stated in the by-laws, which will be discussed at the 2008 Annual meeting:

1. Article 3. Purpose To perpetuate the natural resource base upon which member group activities depend; 

• Assuring adequate protection of fish and wildlife habitat by the State remains an outstanding issue due to changes in 
the Division of Habitat. 

• Enforcement of regulations pertaining to allowable uses of off-road-vehicles still remains to be resolved in the legislative 
process.

• Some salmon returns continue to come in under the management goals set for escapement. Other salmon runs show 
declines in returns of size and age classes. Sustainable salmon management continues to be a major concern in certain 
drainages around the state.

• Predator/prey management continues to be threatened by the lack of necessary funding to provide the level of scientific 
data required to implement control programs. And once again the Anti-game management advocates have placed 
another ballot initiative before voters to ban aerial predator management.

Access to Alaska’s natural resources on public lands remains an on going struggle in both the State and Federal systems. AOC Board 
members and staff have participated in numerous land planning efforts to insure that representation of AOC membership is part 
of the public process. Numerous times AOC and its Member Clubs have been the only voice advocating for continued motorized 
access for riders, hunters, trappers, and anglers. Again, listed here are a few of the on going topics for Club delegates to discuss at 
the 2008 Annual Meeting.

2. Article 3. Purpose To insure equality in access and use of these natural resources;

• Public access to State Marine Parks in SE, the Chitina dipnet fishery, Nelchina Basin motorized access, the Willow 
Creek boat launch, motorized access by Snowmachines in SC State Parks.

• Implementation of Tier II subsistence hunting along road connected areas of SC Alaska.

• Federal takeover of subsistence fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula.

The right to own and use firearms is another topic that has recently risen to national attention. The AOC Board members and 
staff have been monitoring developments which have now placed the 2nd Amendment right before the U.S. Supreme Court. AOC 
Delegates will be updated on the AFWCF’s legal efforts involving this important case and discussing further actions if necessary. 
■

AOC 2008 Annual Meeting
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director
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� e Alaska Outdoor Council and its sister corporation the 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund (AFWCF)are 
participating via an amicus brief in the US Supreme Court review 
of the D.C. v Heller case involving 2nd Amendment individual 
gun rights. In addition, the Sitka Sportsmen’s Association,  
Territorial Sportsmen Inc, Juneau Gun Club, and Juneau Rifl e 
and Pistol Club anticipate participating.

 Dick Heller’s challenge of certain  District of Columbia’s 
restrictive gun laws was upheld by a lower federal court. D.C. 
chose to take the case to the Supreme Court. � is is the fi rst 
serious Supreme Court review of 2nd Amendment interpretation 
in about 70 years.

Jack McGee, a Juneau lawyer of long experience in state and 
private practice, an advocate of the individual right to keep and 
bear arms, and an active shooter, off ered to prepare the amicus 
brief supporting Heller’s 2nd amendment rights arguments 
without charge, if supporters would pay the printing costs. � e 
AFWCF Board agreed to pay the costs, estimated at $1000. On 
hearing of the eff ort, the clubs mentioned above acted to join 
also.

Other clubs and individuals may participate by making a tax 
deductible donation to the Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, P.O. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 ■

D.C. v Heller & the 2nd Amendment

Jerry Hallberg

Long-time outdoorsman, biologist, and staunch AOC member 
Jerry Hallberg died peacefully at home from Lou Gehrig’s disease on 
July 4, 2007.

Jerry and Pam moved from Wisconsin in 1974.  He worked as 
an ADF&G Sport Fish biologist out of Fairbanks from 1975 to 
1998.  Until his condition precluded it, Jerry was an enthusiastic, 
active supporter and leader of outdoor pursuits for kids and adults.  
He became an advocate of learning more about how to conquer Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

Donations in memory may be sent to:
Kids Fishing, Midnight Sun Fly Casters, 

P.O. Box 81255, Fairbanks, AK  99709-1255

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 

accompanied by doctors, 
nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had 
been wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers 
had never fished in Alaska 
and some had never caught 
a fish. The plan was to fish 
for four hours and return 
to Bo’s Fish Camp where 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the trimmings 
and homemade desserts 
awaited. The genesis of 
this adventure had come 
from John Whitlatch, a 
guide (Reel Adventure 
Charters 907-252-7335) 
on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend.  He had 
contacted all the guides 

and gotten them to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me 
to help with the procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. 
I asked the Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I 
only had to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. 
My wife cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the 

food was purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help 
me cook (his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been 
home from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than 
willing to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 
the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a days fishing for 
silver salmon fishing. Fishing had been good and were eager to 
get started but many of the guides were also concurred about the 
comfort of their 40 plus passengers. These fishermen required 
special handling because the majority of them were Wounded 
Warriors (both men and women) from the Medical unit at Fort 
Richardson they accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings, and home made deserts awaited. The geneses 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend. He had contacted all the guides and got them 
to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved.  My wife 
cooked up several of her Chocolate Cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had had 
been built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of 
food deserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and the discussion 
eventually turned to how so of them had been wounded. I must say 
that some of this was very moving.  Several of my fellow veterans 
(from other wars) who turned  out to help cook and take care of 

these young folks and I know the volunteers had as much fun as 
the young warriors. After about two or three hours the warriors had 
packed up and headed back. Before they left they asked when we 
were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that had helped with this very special 
event with a specials thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support 
so these special event could take place. I have talked with several 
groups and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to 
guides and consumptive user here in the valley about a similar trip 
here in the Matanuska–Susitna Valley, streams next summer. ■

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 
accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. These Warriors 
had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings and homemade desserts awaited. The genesis 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch, a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a long 
time friend.  He had contacted all the guides and gotten them to 
volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. My wife 
cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 

the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■

marine mammals like killer whales. In northern Botswana, 
for example, several prides of lions recently have begun to 
specialize in killing elephant calves, and in Tanzania during the 
1930s a couple of adjacent prides of lions developed man-eating 
behavior that resulted in the death of 1,000-1,500 people over 
a 15-year period. Killer whales also appear to have recently 
targeted sea otters in the Aleutians and are currently thought 
to be the main cause of low otter numbers. Although change 
in hunting behavior of predators is an almost constant process, 
the kinds of dramatic changes seen in these cases are unusual 
and unpredictable. � is kind of predatory behavior often seems 
unbelievable when fi rst discovered and is often discounted, 
especially in modern times when predators are viewed as 
benefi cial and important indicators of ecosystem health.

On the North Slope, muskoxen may be particularly 
vulnerable to selective hunting by bears because of their spotty 
distribution and herding behavior. � e unusual movements 
of muskoxen seen in ANWR and more recently in Unit 26B 
could also be caused by harassment from bears. It may also be 
that muskoxen simply have not had enough time to adapt to 
bear predation. 

Whatever is going on with the eastern North Slope muskoxen 
appears to be unique to this population, or group. Grizzly bears 
also occur on the Seward Peninsula and in northwestern Alaska 
but they do not appear to concentrate on killing muskoxen. On 
the Seward Peninsula, the explanation may be that predatory 

bears have not been tolerated by reindeer herders, and around 
Nome recently expanded hunting of bears appears to have 

reduced bear numbers.  � ere are now about 3,000 muskoxen 
on the Seward Peninsula and the population has increased 
continuously since they were introduced. Bear-free island 
populations of muskoxen generally fare better than mainland 
populations both in Canada and in Alaska, and muskoxen can 
reach very high numbers despite occasionally severe weather 
and diseases that are enzootic (regularly occurring at low levels) 
in most areas. � is is additional evidence suggesting that bear 
predation is important on the North Slope.

� e eastern North Slope population of muskoxen is 
important to Alaskans, and AOC has asked ADF&G to 
implement a management experiment to mitigate the eff ects 
of bear predation while a viable population of muskoxen still 
exists. We have also recommended a well funded research 
program to fully explore all possible causes of the decline, 
preferably using State Wildlife Grants (SWG) money provided 
by the federal government that is intended for use on species 
where a conservation concern exists. ADF&G is applying for 
approval from the USFWS, which administers those funds, to 
use this money for the new project.

Whatever is going on with North Slope muskoxen, it would 
be unwise to risk allowing them to die out once again, especially 
if this turns out to be a very manageable problem that can be 
arrested by removing a few bears and modifying the impact of 
their predatory behavior through selective harvest. ■

North Slope Muskox Mystery  continued from page 7
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� e Alaska Outdoor Council and its sister corporation the 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund (AFWCF)are 
participating via an amicus brief in the US Supreme Court review 
of the D.C. v Heller case involving 2nd Amendment individual 
gun rights. In addition, the Sitka Sportsmen’s Association,  
Territorial Sportsmen Inc, Juneau Gun Club, and Juneau Rifl e 
and Pistol Club anticipate participating.

 Dick Heller’s challenge of certain  District of Columbia’s 
restrictive gun laws was upheld by a lower federal court. D.C. 
chose to take the case to the Supreme Court. � is is the fi rst 
serious Supreme Court review of 2nd Amendment interpretation 
in about 70 years.

Jack McGee, a Juneau lawyer of long experience in state and 
private practice, an advocate of the individual right to keep and 
bear arms, and an active shooter, off ered to prepare the amicus 
brief supporting Heller’s 2nd amendment rights arguments 
without charge, if supporters would pay the printing costs. � e 
AFWCF Board agreed to pay the costs, estimated at $1000. On 
hearing of the eff ort, the clubs mentioned above acted to join 
also.

Other clubs and individuals may participate by making a tax 
deductible donation to the Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, P.O. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 ■

D.C. v Heller & the 2nd Amendment

Jerry Hallberg

Long-time outdoorsman, biologist, and staunch AOC member 
Jerry Hallberg died peacefully at home from Lou Gehrig’s disease on 
July 4, 2007.

Jerry and Pam moved from Wisconsin in 1974.  He worked as 
an ADF&G Sport Fish biologist out of Fairbanks from 1975 to 
1998.  Until his condition precluded it, Jerry was an enthusiastic, 
active supporter and leader of outdoor pursuits for kids and adults.  
He became an advocate of learning more about how to conquer Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

Donations in memory may be sent to:
Kids Fishing, Midnight Sun Fly Casters, 

P.O. Box 81255, Fairbanks, AK  99709-1255

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 

accompanied by doctors, 
nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had 
been wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers 
had never fished in Alaska 
and some had never caught 
a fish. The plan was to fish 
for four hours and return 
to Bo’s Fish Camp where 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the trimmings 
and homemade desserts 
awaited. The genesis of 
this adventure had come 
from John Whitlatch, a 
guide (Reel Adventure 
Charters 907-252-7335) 
on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend.  He had 
contacted all the guides 

and gotten them to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me 
to help with the procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. 
I asked the Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I 
only had to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. 
My wife cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the 

food was purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help 
me cook (his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been 
home from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than 
willing to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 
the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■
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Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a days fishing for 
silver salmon fishing. Fishing had been good and were eager to 
get started but many of the guides were also concurred about the 
comfort of their 40 plus passengers. These fishermen required 
special handling because the majority of them were Wounded 
Warriors (both men and women) from the Medical unit at Fort 
Richardson they accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings, and home made deserts awaited. The geneses 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend. He had contacted all the guides and got them 
to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved.  My wife 
cooked up several of her Chocolate Cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had had 
been built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of 
food deserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and the discussion 
eventually turned to how so of them had been wounded. I must say 
that some of this was very moving.  Several of my fellow veterans 
(from other wars) who turned  out to help cook and take care of 

these young folks and I know the volunteers had as much fun as 
the young warriors. After about two or three hours the warriors had 
packed up and headed back. Before they left they asked when we 
were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that had helped with this very special 
event with a specials thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support 
so these special event could take place. I have talked with several 
groups and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to 
guides and consumptive user here in the valley about a similar trip 
here in the Matanuska–Susitna Valley, streams next summer. ■
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A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 
accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. These Warriors 
had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings and homemade desserts awaited. The genesis 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch, a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a long 
time friend.  He had contacted all the guides and gotten them to 
volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. My wife 
cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 

the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■

marine mammals like killer whales. In northern Botswana, 
for example, several prides of lions recently have begun to 
specialize in killing elephant calves, and in Tanzania during the 
1930s a couple of adjacent prides of lions developed man-eating 
behavior that resulted in the death of 1,000-1,500 people over 
a 15-year period. Killer whales also appear to have recently 
targeted sea otters in the Aleutians and are currently thought 
to be the main cause of low otter numbers. Although change 
in hunting behavior of predators is an almost constant process, 
the kinds of dramatic changes seen in these cases are unusual 
and unpredictable. � is kind of predatory behavior often seems 
unbelievable when fi rst discovered and is often discounted, 
especially in modern times when predators are viewed as 
benefi cial and important indicators of ecosystem health.

On the North Slope, muskoxen may be particularly 
vulnerable to selective hunting by bears because of their spotty 
distribution and herding behavior. � e unusual movements 
of muskoxen seen in ANWR and more recently in Unit 26B 
could also be caused by harassment from bears. It may also be 
that muskoxen simply have not had enough time to adapt to 
bear predation. 

Whatever is going on with the eastern North Slope muskoxen 
appears to be unique to this population, or group. Grizzly bears 
also occur on the Seward Peninsula and in northwestern Alaska 
but they do not appear to concentrate on killing muskoxen. On 
the Seward Peninsula, the explanation may be that predatory 

bears have not been tolerated by reindeer herders, and around 
Nome recently expanded hunting of bears appears to have 

reduced bear numbers.  � ere are now about 3,000 muskoxen 
on the Seward Peninsula and the population has increased 
continuously since they were introduced. Bear-free island 
populations of muskoxen generally fare better than mainland 
populations both in Canada and in Alaska, and muskoxen can 
reach very high numbers despite occasionally severe weather 
and diseases that are enzootic (regularly occurring at low levels) 
in most areas. � is is additional evidence suggesting that bear 
predation is important on the North Slope.

� e eastern North Slope population of muskoxen is 
important to Alaskans, and AOC has asked ADF&G to 
implement a management experiment to mitigate the eff ects 
of bear predation while a viable population of muskoxen still 
exists. We have also recommended a well funded research 
program to fully explore all possible causes of the decline, 
preferably using State Wildlife Grants (SWG) money provided 
by the federal government that is intended for use on species 
where a conservation concern exists. ADF&G is applying for 
approval from the USFWS, which administers those funds, to 
use this money for the new project.

Whatever is going on with North Slope muskoxen, it would 
be unwise to risk allowing them to die out once again, especially 
if this turns out to be a very manageable problem that can be 
arrested by removing a few bears and modifying the impact of 
their predatory behavior through selective harvest. ■
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Event Highlights: We will be raffl  ing off  a handmade rifl e donated by Harry Keller of Juneau. Also 
this year we will sell raffl  e tickets for the original picture done by Homer, Alaska artist Ed Tussey. 
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by the Hunter Heritage Foundation.

Outdoor Alaska

10 www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

 Winter 2008

Volume 16, Issue 11 11

catch are compiled annually by the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
Catch and catch market value data are given to the Board. Unfortunately, 
there is no program for providing the Board with comparable data on 
sport fi shing and other non-commercial fi shing for Upper Cook Inlet.

It’s up to individual anglers, sportfi sh groups, and other user groups to 
make the Board aware of how their share of the salmon harvest in upper 
Cook Inlet is of overall benefi t to the people of Alaska. 

� e Board must consider the fact that the Upper Cook Inlet area is 
now the fastest growing region and home to over half  the population 
of the State. � e opportunity for the Board to obtain and analyze socio-
economic data by region has been nonexistent. Hopefully, current 
eff orts by ADF&G-Division of Sport Fish to provide accurate, current 
information on the economic contributions of angler spending will 
meet many of the Board’s needs. Unfortunately, results from the 2007 
Sportfi shing Economics Survey won’t be available until December 31, 
2008, too late for consideration at the February 2008 meeting.

Board of Fisheries decisions on escapement goals for salmon in 
Upper Cook Inlet drainages will have a dramatic aff ect on who gets to 
fi sh and how much they will be able to harvest. � e Board will have 
to decide whether concerns about over-escapement of sockeye salmon 
into spawning areas in Kenai Peninsula drainages should take precedence 
over meeting escapement goals of mixed stock salmon runs in Northern 
District drainages. � e outcome of their decisions on escapements will 
allocate more salmon to either commercial intercept fi sheries or to inriver 
sport and personal use fi shers. 

In deciding on escapement goals, the Board has to decide how to apply 
the two relatively new 2000-2001 (5 AAC 39.222 Sustainable salmon 
fi sheries policy and 5 AAC 39.223 Salmon Escapement Goals) major 
policies that govern escapement goals. Changes that may occur to the 

Upper Cook Inlet Management Plans will be controversial. If the Board 
chooses  Biological Escapement Goals (BEG) that provide the greatest 
potential for Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) for sockeye runs in Kenai 
Peninsula rivers, the Board will have a tough time meeting Sustainable 
Escapement Goals (SEG) for mixed stocks in the Northern District. 
Sport and personal use fi shing would also be aff ected . 

In the past the Board has deferred to ADF&G when fi sheries 
conservation proposals dealt with sustained yield management. From 
1974 to 1985 the board adopted 92% of the department regulatory 
proposals that came to a vote. Similar rates of adoption have occurred 
since. Now, with the current policies governing escapement goals, the 
line between conservation and allocation of salmon stocks has become 
blurred. 

Whether the current Board can adequately adhere to the constitutional 
mandates regarding conservation and allocation of fi sheries resources will 
be put to the test, again, at the February meeting on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh. If you harvest fi sh in Alaska you may want to take the time to 
attend and get involved, especially if you’re one of the 470,000 Alaskans 
who currently live in the Cook Inlet drainage. ■

Midnight Sun - August 11, 2006 
Eddie Grasser - 745-6166

Sitka - September 30, 2006

Nome - October 7, 2006

Delta Junction - October 14, 2006

Glenallen - October 21, 2006

Anchorage - October 21, 2006

Kenai - October 28, 2006

Bethel - November 4, 2006

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE

Both photos courtesy of www.isleroyalewolf.org 

Fishing for salmon just outside of Seward. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? continued from page 5
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•Retirement Plans
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Mat-Su Valley
Direct (907) 354-8864
rene@wradvisors.com
waddell.com • Member SIPC

800 East Dimond Blvd., Ste 3-350
Anchorage, AK  99515

(907) 349-3559

Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund (AF&WCF) Member Club delegates and 
individual members will gather in Anchorage on February 7th-10th of 2008 to determine the direction that AOC’s Board Members 
and staff will pursue for the upcoming year.

A review of last year’s efforts will be presented along with an outlook of topics needing attention in the near future for the benefit 
of AOC/AF&WCF membership. Numerous changes to the landscape regarding outdoor activities have occurred this past year and 
many more changes are appearing on the horizon. 

AOC Board Members and staff have spent a considerable amount of time and effort this last year working with the State 
Administration, legislators, the departments of; Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Law, and the Boards of Fisheries and Game 
on critical topics that directly effect the quality and quantity of Alaska’s renewable natural resources. Here are a few timely examples 
of topics that directly affect AOCs purposes, as stated in the by-laws, which will be discussed at the 2008 Annual meeting:

1. Article 3. Purpose To perpetuate the natural resource base upon which member group activities depend; 

• Assuring adequate protection of fish and wildlife habitat by the State remains an outstanding issue due to changes in 
the Division of Habitat. 

• Enforcement of regulations pertaining to allowable uses of off-road-vehicles still remains to be resolved in the legislative 
process.

• Some salmon returns continue to come in under the management goals set for escapement. Other salmon runs show 
declines in returns of size and age classes. Sustainable salmon management continues to be a major concern in certain 
drainages around the state.

• Predator/prey management continues to be threatened by the lack of necessary funding to provide the level of scientific 
data required to implement control programs. And once again the Anti-game management advocates have placed 
another ballot initiative before voters to ban aerial predator management.

Access to Alaska’s natural resources on public lands remains an on going struggle in both the State and Federal systems. AOC Board 
members and staff have participated in numerous land planning efforts to insure that representation of AOC membership is part 
of the public process. Numerous times AOC and its Member Clubs have been the only voice advocating for continued motorized 
access for riders, hunters, trappers, and anglers. Again, listed here are a few of the on going topics for Club delegates to discuss at 
the 2008 Annual Meeting.

2. Article 3. Purpose To insure equality in access and use of these natural resources;

• Public access to State Marine Parks in SE, the Chitina dipnet fishery, Nelchina Basin motorized access, the Willow 
Creek boat launch, motorized access by Snowmachines in SC State Parks.

• Implementation of Tier II subsistence hunting along road connected areas of SC Alaska.

• Federal takeover of subsistence fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula.

The right to own and use firearms is another topic that has recently risen to national attention. The AOC Board members and 
staff have been monitoring developments which have now placed the 2nd Amendment right before the U.S. Supreme Court. AOC 
Delegates will be updated on the AFWCF’s legal efforts involving this important case and discussing further actions if necessary. 
■

AOC 2008 Annual Meeting
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director
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Hunter Heritage Foundation News
By Eddie Grasser, President

If you are serious about preserving your outdoor traditions, then we’d 
like to suggest you join U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski and other state leaders 
at the Midnight Sun Charity Shootout.  � e Shootout is held each year in 
Wasilla, Alaska and raises important funding for the shooting sports and outdoor 
education programs throughout Alaska.

� is year’s Midnight Sun Shootout should raise over $200,000 for a number 
of programs, including Becoming An Outdoors-Woman, NRA programs such as 
Women on Target and the Youth Hunter Education Challenge, youth shooting 
leagues at Rabbit Creek and Grouse Ridge Shooting Parks and numerous how to 
clinics for Alaskans both young and old designed to get them out the door and 
into the fi eld.

� ere will be a number of celebrities present, including the honorary host, Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, actor Ricky Schroeder, author Dr. James Swan, Senate President 
Lyda Green, Speaker of the House John Harris and numerous others

Senator Murkowski literally got her feet wet in the shooting sports on a duck 
hunting trip when she was 10. � e second daughter in a family of six, her father 
Frank Murkowski (later U.S. senator and governor of Alaska), outfi tted Lisa and a 
younger brother with hip boots and they sloshed off  into the marsh. “My brother 
got to carry the gun, but I was the retriever,” Lisa says. 

A third generation Alaskan, born in Ketchikan, Lisa grew up around fi rearms 
and learned to respect them, but her passion for hunting and shooting did not 
really take off  until she had her own family and it came time for she and her 
husband, Verne Martell, an Anchorage small business owner, to introduce her two 
sons to the rich tradition of hunting and shooting sports. 

Every year since the boys turned eight, she says proudly, “� e opening day of duck season has been a special holiday for the family, almost like 
Christmas.” 

And, yes, they have a dog to do the retrieving these days.

Lisa Murkowski is the fi rst Alaskan-born senator, the fi rst woman senator from Alaska, and only the 33rd female to serve in the U.S. Senate since 
its founding in 1789. She is a pioneer, and she walks her talk.

Last year Sen. Murkowski co-sponsored Senate Bill 1522, the “Hunting 
Heritage Protection Act,” which seeks to see that there is a No-Net-Loss of 
hunting access on federal lands. She says she hopes to re-introduce the bill in 
this session.

It seems only natural that when the Hunting Heritage Foundation of Alaska 
wanted to start a shooting program to raise money for shooting sports and 
conservation in Alaska —� e Midnight Sun Charity Shootout — that Lisa 
became the perennial honorary host, appearing in photos carrying her favorite 
gun, a .20 gauge Ruger Red Label shotgun. 

“Last year we fi elded the fi rst all-woman shooting team in the “Shootout” 
she says proudly, adding, “I feel my being public about shooting helps me 
connect with my constituents.”  She hopes this will be the start of more such 
events that make shooting sports an accepted part of everyday life.

For more information about the Midnight Sun Charity Shootout call Eddie 
Grasser with � e Hunter Heritage Foundation at (907) 745-6166 and or check 
out their website: www.hhfak.org. ■

Board of Game Spring 2007 
Meeting

Tier II Unit 13 changes F Y I
CARIBOU

• Tier II hunters may not use off -road vehicles weighing more than 
1,500 pounds or a plane to transport hunters, their   
equipment or game. 

• If you obtain a Tier II permit, you may not hunt caribou 
anywhere else in Alaska the same regulatory year. 

• You must leave the meat on the bone and salvage the head, hide, 
liver, heart and kidneys. 

• A permittee may transfer a Tier II permit to a second-degree 
kindred family member, in addition to the existing proxy   
hunting regulations. 

MOOSE

• Tier II hunters (August) may not use off -road vehicles weighing more than 1,500 pounds or a plane to transport  
 hunters, their equipment or game. 

• If you obtain a Tier II permit, you may not hunt moose anywhere else in Alaska the same regulatory year. 

• All hunters must leave meat on the bone and salvage the 
heart and liver. 

• A permittee may transfer a Tier II permit to a second-
degree kindred family member, in addition to the existing 
proxy   hunting regulations. 

Tier II scoring changes
NEW QUESTIONS:

� e taxable income of all members of a household will be 
considered. A family of four or fewer members will receive 
zero points on this question if the total taxable income of 
all household members exceeds $51,640. � e cutoff  will be 
adjusted upward for larger households.

If household income exceeds the cutoff , the total score for the application will be zero. If there are Tier II permits 

Greetings from the Alaska Friends of NRA! Boy this year is just 
fl ying by! We have wrapped up our spring banquet season and I 
am proud to report another BANNER SPRING! We had four 
banquet committees achieve the High Caliber Club for netting over 
$25,000 and three of them were NEW-Homer, Juneau, and Mat-
Su. Ketchikan is our fourth High Caliber Club winner and they 
have been one for years and years! It never ceases to amaze me how 
passionate Alaskans are about the Shooting Sports!

But I do not want o bore everyone with numbers, I would like to 
take this opportunity to inform everyone about how our volunteer 
Friends of NRA Committees are going the extra mile! � e Sitka 
Friends of NRA committee recently sponsored a range clean up day 
at the Sitka Public Range with hotdogs, chips, and even a free gun 
drawing for those that showed up to help clean up the range.  It was 
by all accounts a HUGE SUCCESS!  Forty-fi ve people showed up 
and they proved the adage- “Many hands mike light work”!

� e boys up in Kotzebue grabbed the bull by the horns and had 
Eddie Eagle there for their Fourth of July Festivities.  Eddie marched 
in the Parade and handed out free gun safety coloring books and 
stickers.  If this isn’t enough they are now fl ying Eddie out to the 
bush villages to conduct Eddie Eagle Gun safety classes.  � ey have 
11 villages lined up so far!

� e Kenai FNRA Committee also held Eddie Eagle Gun safety 
Classes for their youth at their schools annual safety day.  � ey had 
a round robin of classes and had over 100 kids and their parents 
attend. 

� e FNRA Committee in Homer held their fi rst ever Women On 
Target (a ladies only fi rearm instruction class).  Ten Ladies attended 
the one-day revolver clinic, were treated to lunch and a lot of “trigger 
time”. Several of the ladies had never fi red a fi rearm before in their 
lives and at the end of the day were printing VERY respectable 
groups! I did happen to run into one of the ladies 2 weeks after the 
course at the gun counter of the Kachemak Gear Shed purchasing 
her fi rst fi rearm! I actually got choked up I was so proud! 

� e Midnight Sun Committee has the husband and wife team 
of Larry Boyle and Alex Brown. Both are certifi ed NRA instructors 
in a plethora of disciplines. � is Dynamic Duo conducts a Women 
On Target course once a month in the Anchorage Area. � ey 
break it down by discipline, (revolver, rifl e, shotgun) and usually 
cannot me the demand of all the students who want to attend.  

� eir level of commitment and professionalism is ABSOLUTELY 
ASTOUNDING!

 � e Alaska Friends of NRA is 100% committed to promoting 
fi rearms education, training, and safety!  We are not only raising 
funds to ensure the future of our shooting and hunting heritage we 
are taking action! Of course we are always looking for a few more 
“doers”.  If you only want to complain about they way things used to 
be, I am sorry but we do not have the time. We are busy planning our 
next project.  If you want to see our hunting and shooting traditions 
passed down to the next generation please give me a call, or stop me 
when you see me at your local Friends of NRA Banquet. To fi nd one 
near you go to www.nraalaska.com.  � ank you every body for your 
support! ■

Alaska Friends of NRA
By Brad Kruger, AK NRA Field Rep.  
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 Board of Fisheries Public Meetings on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh Proposals Scheduled for January 30th, 2008

You can find the proposals at:
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/index.php

Members of the Board of Fisheries will hold public forums at two locations starting at 5:00pm in 
preparation for the February 1-12, 2008 BOF meeting, at which time the BOF will be deliberating 
on proposals eff ecting salmon management plans and salmon allocation between sport and 
commercial fi sheries for Upper Cook Inlet.

� e public will be allowed to participated in these hearing in either:

W
Lake Lucille Best Western 
1300 W. Lake Lucille Dr.

S
Soldotna Sports Center

538 Arena Ave

ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL
and the

ALASKA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FUND

cordially invite you to the

2008 Annual  Meeting
FEBRUARY 7TH - 10TH, 2008

A N D

2008 Awards  Banquet
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH, 2008

ANCHORAGE   MILLENNIUM HOTEL
Tentative Agenda: � ursday 2/7 - 6 Evening Social

Friday 2/8 - 9 to 5 AOC Issues, Panels and Speakers
Saturday 2/9 - 9 to 5 Business Meeting and 6 Award Banquet

Sunday 2/10 - Conclude Business Meeting and AOC Board Member Elections

We would like to have you participate!

ORDER FORM

  Meeting Registration @ $25 $  

 Banquet Tickets @ $45 $ 

  Mail my tickets

  Hold my tickets at the door

I cannot attend but please accept my donation:

$ AOC (not tax deductable)

$ AFWCF (tax deductable)

  I would like to become an AOC volunteer

Name:   

Address:   

City: St Zip 

Phone:   

PAYMENT INFORMATION

  Check enclosed (make payable to AOC)

Credit Card: Total Charge $ 

 Mastercard   Visa

Card #: 

Exp Date: 

Signature: 

Please Mail Form to AOC at PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707
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Hunter Heritage Foundation News
By Eddie Grasser, President

If you are serious about preserving your outdoor traditions, then we’d 
like to suggest you join U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski and other state leaders 
at the Midnight Sun Charity Shootout.  � e Shootout is held each year in 
Wasilla, Alaska and raises important funding for the shooting sports and outdoor 
education programs throughout Alaska.

� is year’s Midnight Sun Shootout should raise over $200,000 for a number 
of programs, including Becoming An Outdoors-Woman, NRA programs such as 
Women on Target and the Youth Hunter Education Challenge, youth shooting 
leagues at Rabbit Creek and Grouse Ridge Shooting Parks and numerous how to 
clinics for Alaskans both young and old designed to get them out the door and 
into the fi eld.

� ere will be a number of celebrities present, including the honorary host, Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, actor Ricky Schroeder, author Dr. James Swan, Senate President 
Lyda Green, Speaker of the House John Harris and numerous others

Senator Murkowski literally got her feet wet in the shooting sports on a duck 
hunting trip when she was 10. � e second daughter in a family of six, her father 
Frank Murkowski (later U.S. senator and governor of Alaska), outfi tted Lisa and a 
younger brother with hip boots and they sloshed off  into the marsh. “My brother 
got to carry the gun, but I was the retriever,” Lisa says. 

A third generation Alaskan, born in Ketchikan, Lisa grew up around fi rearms 
and learned to respect them, but her passion for hunting and shooting did not 
really take off  until she had her own family and it came time for she and her 
husband, Verne Martell, an Anchorage small business owner, to introduce her two 
sons to the rich tradition of hunting and shooting sports. 

Every year since the boys turned eight, she says proudly, “� e opening day of duck season has been a special holiday for the family, almost like 
Christmas.” 

And, yes, they have a dog to do the retrieving these days.

Lisa Murkowski is the fi rst Alaskan-born senator, the fi rst woman senator from Alaska, and only the 33rd female to serve in the U.S. Senate since 
its founding in 1789. She is a pioneer, and she walks her talk.

Last year Sen. Murkowski co-sponsored Senate Bill 1522, the “Hunting 
Heritage Protection Act,” which seeks to see that there is a No-Net-Loss of 
hunting access on federal lands. She says she hopes to re-introduce the bill in 
this session.

It seems only natural that when the Hunting Heritage Foundation of Alaska 
wanted to start a shooting program to raise money for shooting sports and 
conservation in Alaska —� e Midnight Sun Charity Shootout — that Lisa 
became the perennial honorary host, appearing in photos carrying her favorite 
gun, a .20 gauge Ruger Red Label shotgun. 

“Last year we fi elded the fi rst all-woman shooting team in the “Shootout” 
she says proudly, adding, “I feel my being public about shooting helps me 
connect with my constituents.”  She hopes this will be the start of more such 
events that make shooting sports an accepted part of everyday life.

For more information about the Midnight Sun Charity Shootout call Eddie 
Grasser with � e Hunter Heritage Foundation at (907) 745-6166 and or check 
out their website: www.hhfak.org. ■

Board of Game Spring 2007 
Meeting

Tier II Unit 13 changes F Y I
CARIBOU

• Tier II hunters may not use off -road vehicles weighing more than 
1,500 pounds or a plane to transport hunters, their   
equipment or game. 

• If you obtain a Tier II permit, you may not hunt caribou 
anywhere else in Alaska the same regulatory year. 

• You must leave the meat on the bone and salvage the head, hide, 
liver, heart and kidneys. 

• A permittee may transfer a Tier II permit to a second-degree 
kindred family member, in addition to the existing proxy   
hunting regulations. 

MOOSE

• Tier II hunters (August) may not use off -road vehicles weighing more than 1,500 pounds or a plane to transport  
 hunters, their equipment or game. 

• If you obtain a Tier II permit, you may not hunt moose anywhere else in Alaska the same regulatory year. 

• All hunters must leave meat on the bone and salvage the 
heart and liver. 

• A permittee may transfer a Tier II permit to a second-
degree kindred family member, in addition to the existing 
proxy   hunting regulations. 

Tier II scoring changes
NEW QUESTIONS:

� e taxable income of all members of a household will be 
considered. A family of four or fewer members will receive 
zero points on this question if the total taxable income of 
all household members exceeds $51,640. � e cutoff  will be 
adjusted upward for larger households.

If household income exceeds the cutoff , the total score for the application will be zero. If there are Tier II permits 

Greetings from the Alaska Friends of NRA! Boy this year is just 
fl ying by! We have wrapped up our spring banquet season and I 
am proud to report another BANNER SPRING! We had four 
banquet committees achieve the High Caliber Club for netting over 
$25,000 and three of them were NEW-Homer, Juneau, and Mat-
Su. Ketchikan is our fourth High Caliber Club winner and they 
have been one for years and years! It never ceases to amaze me how 
passionate Alaskans are about the Shooting Sports!

But I do not want o bore everyone with numbers, I would like to 
take this opportunity to inform everyone about how our volunteer 
Friends of NRA Committees are going the extra mile! � e Sitka 
Friends of NRA committee recently sponsored a range clean up day 
at the Sitka Public Range with hotdogs, chips, and even a free gun 
drawing for those that showed up to help clean up the range.  It was 
by all accounts a HUGE SUCCESS!  Forty-fi ve people showed up 
and they proved the adage- “Many hands mike light work”!

� e boys up in Kotzebue grabbed the bull by the horns and had 
Eddie Eagle there for their Fourth of July Festivities.  Eddie marched 
in the Parade and handed out free gun safety coloring books and 
stickers.  If this isn’t enough they are now fl ying Eddie out to the 
bush villages to conduct Eddie Eagle Gun safety classes.  � ey have 
11 villages lined up so far!

� e Kenai FNRA Committee also held Eddie Eagle Gun safety 
Classes for their youth at their schools annual safety day.  � ey had 
a round robin of classes and had over 100 kids and their parents 
attend. 

� e FNRA Committee in Homer held their fi rst ever Women On 
Target (a ladies only fi rearm instruction class).  Ten Ladies attended 
the one-day revolver clinic, were treated to lunch and a lot of “trigger 
time”. Several of the ladies had never fi red a fi rearm before in their 
lives and at the end of the day were printing VERY respectable 
groups! I did happen to run into one of the ladies 2 weeks after the 
course at the gun counter of the Kachemak Gear Shed purchasing 
her fi rst fi rearm! I actually got choked up I was so proud! 

� e Midnight Sun Committee has the husband and wife team 
of Larry Boyle and Alex Brown. Both are certifi ed NRA instructors 
in a plethora of disciplines. � is Dynamic Duo conducts a Women 
On Target course once a month in the Anchorage Area. � ey 
break it down by discipline, (revolver, rifl e, shotgun) and usually 
cannot me the demand of all the students who want to attend.  

� eir level of commitment and professionalism is ABSOLUTELY 
ASTOUNDING!

 � e Alaska Friends of NRA is 100% committed to promoting 
fi rearms education, training, and safety!  We are not only raising 
funds to ensure the future of our shooting and hunting heritage we 
are taking action! Of course we are always looking for a few more 
“doers”.  If you only want to complain about they way things used to 
be, I am sorry but we do not have the time. We are busy planning our 
next project.  If you want to see our hunting and shooting traditions 
passed down to the next generation please give me a call, or stop me 
when you see me at your local Friends of NRA Banquet. To fi nd one 
near you go to www.nraalaska.com.  � ank you every body for your 
support! ■

Alaska Friends of NRA
By Brad Kruger, AK NRA Field Rep.  
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 Board of Fisheries Public Meetings on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh Proposals Scheduled for January 30th, 2008

You can find the proposals at:
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/index.php

Members of the Board of Fisheries will hold public forums at two locations starting at 5:00pm in 
preparation for the February 1-12, 2008 BOF meeting, at which time the BOF will be deliberating 
on proposals eff ecting salmon management plans and salmon allocation between sport and 
commercial fi sheries for Upper Cook Inlet.

� e public will be allowed to participated in these hearing in either:

W
Lake Lucille Best Western 
1300 W. Lake Lucille Dr.

S
Soldotna Sports Center

538 Arena Ave

ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL
and the

ALASKA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FUND

cordially invite you to the

2008 Annual  Meeting
FEBRUARY 7TH - 10TH, 2008

A N D

2008 Awards  Banquet
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH, 2008

ANCHORAGE   MILLENNIUM HOTEL
Tentative Agenda: � ursday 2/7 - 6 Evening Social

Friday 2/8 - 9 to 5 AOC Issues, Panels and Speakers
Saturday 2/9 - 9 to 5 Business Meeting and 6 Award Banquet

Sunday 2/10 - Conclude Business Meeting and AOC Board Member Elections

We would like to have you participate!

ORDER FORM

  Meeting Registration @ $25 $  

 Banquet Tickets @ $45 $ 

  Mail my tickets

  Hold my tickets at the door

I cannot attend but please accept my donation:

$ AOC (not tax deductable)

$ AFWCF (tax deductable)

  I would like to become an AOC volunteer

Name:   

Address:   

City: St Zip 

Phone:   

PAYMENT INFORMATION

  Check enclosed (make payable to AOC)

Credit Card: Total Charge $ 

 Mastercard   Visa

Card #: 

Exp Date: 
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Please Mail Form to AOC at PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707
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� e Alaska Outdoor Council and its sister corporation the 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund (AFWCF)are 
participating via an amicus brief in the US Supreme Court review 
of the D.C. v Heller case involving 2nd Amendment individual 
gun rights. In addition, the Sitka Sportsmen’s Association,  
Territorial Sportsmen Inc, Juneau Gun Club, and Juneau Rifl e 
and Pistol Club anticipate participating.

 Dick Heller’s challenge of certain  District of Columbia’s 
restrictive gun laws was upheld by a lower federal court. D.C. 
chose to take the case to the Supreme Court. � is is the fi rst 
serious Supreme Court review of 2nd Amendment interpretation 
in about 70 years.

Jack McGee, a Juneau lawyer of long experience in state and 
private practice, an advocate of the individual right to keep and 
bear arms, and an active shooter, off ered to prepare the amicus 
brief supporting Heller’s 2nd amendment rights arguments 
without charge, if supporters would pay the printing costs. � e 
AFWCF Board agreed to pay the costs, estimated at $1000. On 
hearing of the eff ort, the clubs mentioned above acted to join 
also.

Other clubs and individuals may participate by making a tax 
deductible donation to the Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, P.O. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 ■

D.C. v Heller & the 2nd Amendment

Jerry Hallberg

Long-time outdoorsman, biologist, and staunch AOC member 
Jerry Hallberg died peacefully at home from Lou Gehrig’s disease on 
July 4, 2007.

Jerry and Pam moved from Wisconsin in 1974.  He worked as 
an ADF&G Sport Fish biologist out of Fairbanks from 1975 to 
1998.  Until his condition precluded it, Jerry was an enthusiastic, 
active supporter and leader of outdoor pursuits for kids and adults.  
He became an advocate of learning more about how to conquer Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

Donations in memory may be sent to:
Kids Fishing, Midnight Sun Fly Casters, 

P.O. Box 81255, Fairbanks, AK  99709-1255

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 

accompanied by doctors, 
nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had 
been wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers 
had never fished in Alaska 
and some had never caught 
a fish. The plan was to fish 
for four hours and return 
to Bo’s Fish Camp where 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the trimmings 
and homemade desserts 
awaited. The genesis of 
this adventure had come 
from John Whitlatch, a 
guide (Reel Adventure 
Charters 907-252-7335) 
on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend.  He had 
contacted all the guides 

and gotten them to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me 
to help with the procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. 
I asked the Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I 
only had to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. 
My wife cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the 

food was purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help 
me cook (his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been 
home from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than 
willing to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 
the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a days fishing for 
silver salmon fishing. Fishing had been good and were eager to 
get started but many of the guides were also concurred about the 
comfort of their 40 plus passengers. These fishermen required 
special handling because the majority of them were Wounded 
Warriors (both men and women) from the Medical unit at Fort 
Richardson they accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings, and home made deserts awaited. The geneses 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend. He had contacted all the guides and got them 
to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved.  My wife 
cooked up several of her Chocolate Cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had had 
been built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of 
food deserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and the discussion 
eventually turned to how so of them had been wounded. I must say 
that some of this was very moving.  Several of my fellow veterans 
(from other wars) who turned  out to help cook and take care of 

these young folks and I know the volunteers had as much fun as 
the young warriors. After about two or three hours the warriors had 
packed up and headed back. Before they left they asked when we 
were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that had helped with this very special 
event with a specials thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support 
so these special event could take place. I have talked with several 
groups and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to 
guides and consumptive user here in the valley about a similar trip 
here in the Matanuska–Susitna Valley, streams next summer. ■

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 
accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. These Warriors 
had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings and homemade desserts awaited. The genesis 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch, a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a long 
time friend.  He had contacted all the guides and gotten them to 
volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. My wife 
cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 

the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■

marine mammals like killer whales. In northern Botswana, 
for example, several prides of lions recently have begun to 
specialize in killing elephant calves, and in Tanzania during the 
1930s a couple of adjacent prides of lions developed man-eating 
behavior that resulted in the death of 1,000-1,500 people over 
a 15-year period. Killer whales also appear to have recently 
targeted sea otters in the Aleutians and are currently thought 
to be the main cause of low otter numbers. Although change 
in hunting behavior of predators is an almost constant process, 
the kinds of dramatic changes seen in these cases are unusual 
and unpredictable. � is kind of predatory behavior often seems 
unbelievable when fi rst discovered and is often discounted, 
especially in modern times when predators are viewed as 
benefi cial and important indicators of ecosystem health.

On the North Slope, muskoxen may be particularly 
vulnerable to selective hunting by bears because of their spotty 
distribution and herding behavior. � e unusual movements 
of muskoxen seen in ANWR and more recently in Unit 26B 
could also be caused by harassment from bears. It may also be 
that muskoxen simply have not had enough time to adapt to 
bear predation. 

Whatever is going on with the eastern North Slope muskoxen 
appears to be unique to this population, or group. Grizzly bears 
also occur on the Seward Peninsula and in northwestern Alaska 
but they do not appear to concentrate on killing muskoxen. On 
the Seward Peninsula, the explanation may be that predatory 

bears have not been tolerated by reindeer herders, and around 
Nome recently expanded hunting of bears appears to have 

reduced bear numbers.  � ere are now about 3,000 muskoxen 
on the Seward Peninsula and the population has increased 
continuously since they were introduced. Bear-free island 
populations of muskoxen generally fare better than mainland 
populations both in Canada and in Alaska, and muskoxen can 
reach very high numbers despite occasionally severe weather 
and diseases that are enzootic (regularly occurring at low levels) 
in most areas. � is is additional evidence suggesting that bear 
predation is important on the North Slope.

� e eastern North Slope population of muskoxen is 
important to Alaskans, and AOC has asked ADF&G to 
implement a management experiment to mitigate the eff ects 
of bear predation while a viable population of muskoxen still 
exists. We have also recommended a well funded research 
program to fully explore all possible causes of the decline, 
preferably using State Wildlife Grants (SWG) money provided 
by the federal government that is intended for use on species 
where a conservation concern exists. ADF&G is applying for 
approval from the USFWS, which administers those funds, to 
use this money for the new project.

Whatever is going on with North Slope muskoxen, it would 
be unwise to risk allowing them to die out once again, especially 
if this turns out to be a very manageable problem that can be 
arrested by removing a few bears and modifying the impact of 
their predatory behavior through selective harvest. ■

North Slope Muskox Mystery  continued from page 7

Alaska Outdoor  Acces s Al l iance
Annual Meeting / Potluck

January 26, 2008
Eagle River Lions Club

(Located across the intersection from the Eagle River Wal-Mart on Eagle River Loop Road)

Potluck and Silent Auction, Fun and Games at 5PM
A short Business meeting will be held at 4PM

Members and Member Organizations/Businesses 
& their families are invited

We are looking for door prize items. If you have something to donate
please contact: Patti Barber @ 745-4446 or pkbarber@gci.net

2008 Juneau Banquet and Fundraiser
FEBRUARY 22ND, 2008

Ticket Cost: $40 per person or two tickets for $75

Ticket Information: Contact Ron or Jan at (907) 780-4812

Event Highlights: We will be raffl  ing off  a handmade rifl e donated by Harry Keller of Juneau. Also 
this year we will sell raffl  e tickets for the original picture done by Homer, Alaska artist Ed Tussey. 
For both the rifl e raffl  e and original painting raffl  e we will sell 250 tickets at $20 a ticket. Remember 
we sell out fast.

Don’t miss our Bucket raffl  es, Hat raffl  es, Balloon raffl  es, Card raffl  es and more.

And as always we will have great items on both our silent and live auctions.

Banquet Highlights: Dinner will be a surf and turf meal catered by � e Hangar.

Each table will also be provided two bottles of complimentary wine.

Grand Door Prize: Our Grand Door Prize is 2 award airline tickets, valued at $500 each—Donated 
by the Hunter Heritage Foundation.
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catch are compiled annually by the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
Catch and catch market value data are given to the Board. Unfortunately, 
there is no program for providing the Board with comparable data on 
sport fi shing and other non-commercial fi shing for Upper Cook Inlet.

It’s up to individual anglers, sportfi sh groups, and other user groups to 
make the Board aware of how their share of the salmon harvest in upper 
Cook Inlet is of overall benefi t to the people of Alaska. 

� e Board must consider the fact that the Upper Cook Inlet area is 
now the fastest growing region and home to over half  the population 
of the State. � e opportunity for the Board to obtain and analyze socio-
economic data by region has been nonexistent. Hopefully, current 
eff orts by ADF&G-Division of Sport Fish to provide accurate, current 
information on the economic contributions of angler spending will 
meet many of the Board’s needs. Unfortunately, results from the 2007 
Sportfi shing Economics Survey won’t be available until December 31, 
2008, too late for consideration at the February 2008 meeting.

Board of Fisheries decisions on escapement goals for salmon in 
Upper Cook Inlet drainages will have a dramatic aff ect on who gets to 
fi sh and how much they will be able to harvest. � e Board will have 
to decide whether concerns about over-escapement of sockeye salmon 
into spawning areas in Kenai Peninsula drainages should take precedence 
over meeting escapement goals of mixed stock salmon runs in Northern 
District drainages. � e outcome of their decisions on escapements will 
allocate more salmon to either commercial intercept fi sheries or to inriver 
sport and personal use fi shers. 

In deciding on escapement goals, the Board has to decide how to apply 
the two relatively new 2000-2001 (5 AAC 39.222 Sustainable salmon 
fi sheries policy and 5 AAC 39.223 Salmon Escapement Goals) major 
policies that govern escapement goals. Changes that may occur to the 

Upper Cook Inlet Management Plans will be controversial. If the Board 
chooses  Biological Escapement Goals (BEG) that provide the greatest 
potential for Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) for sockeye runs in Kenai 
Peninsula rivers, the Board will have a tough time meeting Sustainable 
Escapement Goals (SEG) for mixed stocks in the Northern District. 
Sport and personal use fi shing would also be aff ected . 

In the past the Board has deferred to ADF&G when fi sheries 
conservation proposals dealt with sustained yield management. From 
1974 to 1985 the board adopted 92% of the department regulatory 
proposals that came to a vote. Similar rates of adoption have occurred 
since. Now, with the current policies governing escapement goals, the 
line between conservation and allocation of salmon stocks has become 
blurred. 

Whether the current Board can adequately adhere to the constitutional 
mandates regarding conservation and allocation of fi sheries resources will 
be put to the test, again, at the February meeting on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh. If you harvest fi sh in Alaska you may want to take the time to 
attend and get involved, especially if you’re one of the 470,000 Alaskans 
who currently live in the Cook Inlet drainage. ■

Midnight Sun - August 11, 2006 
Eddie Grasser - 745-6166

Sitka - September 30, 2006

Nome - October 7, 2006

Delta Junction - October 14, 2006

Glenallen - October 21, 2006

Anchorage - October 21, 2006

Kenai - October 28, 2006

Bethel - November 4, 2006

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE

Both photos courtesy of www.isleroyalewolf.org 

Fishing for salmon just outside of Seward. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? continued from page 5

Plan.  To Win.Plan.  To Win.
Are you planning to reach your fi nancial goals?
Call me today and I will help you get started.

“Your future is my focus.”
Investing. Investing. With a plan.plan.

•Retirement Plans
• IRA• IRA• IR ’s  • A’s  • A Rollovers
•Education Funding

Rene Russ, CMFC
Financial Advisor
Mat-Su Valley
Direct (907) 354-8864
rene@wradvisors.com
waddell.com • Member SIPC

800 East Dimond Blvd., Ste 3-350
Anchorage, AK  99515

(907) 349-3559

Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund (AF&WCF) Member Club delegates and 
individual members will gather in Anchorage on February 7th-10th of 2008 to determine the direction that AOC’s Board Members 
and staff will pursue for the upcoming year.

A review of last year’s efforts will be presented along with an outlook of topics needing attention in the near future for the benefit 
of AOC/AF&WCF membership. Numerous changes to the landscape regarding outdoor activities have occurred this past year and 
many more changes are appearing on the horizon. 

AOC Board Members and staff have spent a considerable amount of time and effort this last year working with the State 
Administration, legislators, the departments of; Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Law, and the Boards of Fisheries and Game 
on critical topics that directly effect the quality and quantity of Alaska’s renewable natural resources. Here are a few timely examples 
of topics that directly affect AOCs purposes, as stated in the by-laws, which will be discussed at the 2008 Annual meeting:

1. Article 3. Purpose To perpetuate the natural resource base upon which member group activities depend; 

• Assuring adequate protection of fish and wildlife habitat by the State remains an outstanding issue due to changes in 
the Division of Habitat. 

• Enforcement of regulations pertaining to allowable uses of off-road-vehicles still remains to be resolved in the legislative 
process.

• Some salmon returns continue to come in under the management goals set for escapement. Other salmon runs show 
declines in returns of size and age classes. Sustainable salmon management continues to be a major concern in certain 
drainages around the state.

• Predator/prey management continues to be threatened by the lack of necessary funding to provide the level of scientific 
data required to implement control programs. And once again the Anti-game management advocates have placed 
another ballot initiative before voters to ban aerial predator management.

Access to Alaska’s natural resources on public lands remains an on going struggle in both the State and Federal systems. AOC Board 
members and staff have participated in numerous land planning efforts to insure that representation of AOC membership is part 
of the public process. Numerous times AOC and its Member Clubs have been the only voice advocating for continued motorized 
access for riders, hunters, trappers, and anglers. Again, listed here are a few of the on going topics for Club delegates to discuss at 
the 2008 Annual Meeting.

2. Article 3. Purpose To insure equality in access and use of these natural resources;

• Public access to State Marine Parks in SE, the Chitina dipnet fishery, Nelchina Basin motorized access, the Willow 
Creek boat launch, motorized access by Snowmachines in SC State Parks.

• Implementation of Tier II subsistence hunting along road connected areas of SC Alaska.

• Federal takeover of subsistence fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula.

The right to own and use firearms is another topic that has recently risen to national attention. The AOC Board members and 
staff have been monitoring developments which have now placed the 2nd Amendment right before the U.S. Supreme Court. AOC 
Delegates will be updated on the AFWCF’s legal efforts involving this important case and discussing further actions if necessary. 
■

AOC 2008 Annual Meeting
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director
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catch are compiled annually by the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
Catch and catch market value data are given to the Board. Unfortunately, 
there is no program for providing the Board with comparable data on 
sport fi shing and other non-commercial fi shing for Upper Cook Inlet.

It’s up to individual anglers, sportfi sh groups, and other user groups to 
make the Board aware of how their share of the salmon harvest in upper 
Cook Inlet is of overall benefi t to the people of Alaska. 

� e Board must consider the fact that the Upper Cook Inlet area is 
now the fastest growing region and home to over half  the population 
of the State. � e opportunity for the Board to obtain and analyze socio-
economic data by region has been nonexistent. Hopefully, current 
eff orts by ADF&G-Division of Sport Fish to provide accurate, current 
information on the economic contributions of angler spending will 
meet many of the Board’s needs. Unfortunately, results from the 2007 
Sportfi shing Economics Survey won’t be available until December 31, 
2008, too late for consideration at the February 2008 meeting.

Board of Fisheries decisions on escapement goals for salmon in 
Upper Cook Inlet drainages will have a dramatic aff ect on who gets to 
fi sh and how much they will be able to harvest. � e Board will have 
to decide whether concerns about over-escapement of sockeye salmon 
into spawning areas in Kenai Peninsula drainages should take precedence 
over meeting escapement goals of mixed stock salmon runs in Northern 
District drainages. � e outcome of their decisions on escapements will 
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In deciding on escapement goals, the Board has to decide how to apply 
the two relatively new 2000-2001 (5 AAC 39.222 Sustainable salmon 
fi sheries policy and 5 AAC 39.223 Salmon Escapement Goals) major 
policies that govern escapement goals. Changes that may occur to the 

Upper Cook Inlet Management Plans will be controversial. If the Board 
chooses  Biological Escapement Goals (BEG) that provide the greatest 
potential for Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) for sockeye runs in Kenai 
Peninsula rivers, the Board will have a tough time meeting Sustainable 
Escapement Goals (SEG) for mixed stocks in the Northern District. 
Sport and personal use fi shing would also be aff ected . 

In the past the Board has deferred to ADF&G when fi sheries 
conservation proposals dealt with sustained yield management. From 
1974 to 1985 the board adopted 92% of the department regulatory 
proposals that came to a vote. Similar rates of adoption have occurred 
since. Now, with the current policies governing escapement goals, the 
line between conservation and allocation of salmon stocks has become 
blurred. 

Whether the current Board can adequately adhere to the constitutional 
mandates regarding conservation and allocation of fi sheries resources will 
be put to the test, again, at the February meeting on Upper Cook Inlet 
Finfi sh. If you harvest fi sh in Alaska you may want to take the time to 
attend and get involved, especially if you’re one of the 470,000 Alaskans 
who currently live in the Cook Inlet drainage. ■
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Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund (AF&WCF) Member Club delegates and 
individual members will gather in Anchorage on February 7th-10th of 2008 to determine the direction that AOC’s Board Members 
and staff will pursue for the upcoming year.

A review of last year’s efforts will be presented along with an outlook of topics needing attention in the near future for the benefit 
of AOC/AF&WCF membership. Numerous changes to the landscape regarding outdoor activities have occurred this past year and 
many more changes are appearing on the horizon. 

AOC Board Members and staff have spent a considerable amount of time and effort this last year working with the State 
Administration, legislators, the departments of; Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Law, and the Boards of Fisheries and Game 
on critical topics that directly effect the quality and quantity of Alaska’s renewable natural resources. Here are a few timely examples 
of topics that directly affect AOCs purposes, as stated in the by-laws, which will be discussed at the 2008 Annual meeting:

1. Article 3. Purpose To perpetuate the natural resource base upon which member group activities depend; 

• Assuring adequate protection of fish and wildlife habitat by the State remains an outstanding issue due to changes in 
the Division of Habitat. 

• Enforcement of regulations pertaining to allowable uses of off-road-vehicles still remains to be resolved in the legislative 
process.

• Some salmon returns continue to come in under the management goals set for escapement. Other salmon runs show 
declines in returns of size and age classes. Sustainable salmon management continues to be a major concern in certain 
drainages around the state.

• Predator/prey management continues to be threatened by the lack of necessary funding to provide the level of scientific 
data required to implement control programs. And once again the Anti-game management advocates have placed 
another ballot initiative before voters to ban aerial predator management.

Access to Alaska’s natural resources on public lands remains an on going struggle in both the State and Federal systems. AOC Board 
members and staff have participated in numerous land planning efforts to insure that representation of AOC membership is part 
of the public process. Numerous times AOC and its Member Clubs have been the only voice advocating for continued motorized 
access for riders, hunters, trappers, and anglers. Again, listed here are a few of the on going topics for Club delegates to discuss at 
the 2008 Annual Meeting.

2. Article 3. Purpose To insure equality in access and use of these natural resources;

• Public access to State Marine Parks in SE, the Chitina dipnet fishery, Nelchina Basin motorized access, the Willow 
Creek boat launch, motorized access by Snowmachines in SC State Parks.

• Implementation of Tier II subsistence hunting along road connected areas of SC Alaska.

• Federal takeover of subsistence fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula.

The right to own and use firearms is another topic that has recently risen to national attention. The AOC Board members and 
staff have been monitoring developments which have now placed the 2nd Amendment right before the U.S. Supreme Court. AOC 
Delegates will be updated on the AFWCF’s legal efforts involving this important case and discussing further actions if necessary. 
■

AOC 2008 Annual Meeting
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director
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� e Alaska Outdoor Council and its sister corporation the 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund (AFWCF)are 
participating via an amicus brief in the US Supreme Court review 
of the D.C. v Heller case involving 2nd Amendment individual 
gun rights. In addition, the Sitka Sportsmen’s Association,  
Territorial Sportsmen Inc, Juneau Gun Club, and Juneau Rifl e 
and Pistol Club anticipate participating.

 Dick Heller’s challenge of certain  District of Columbia’s 
restrictive gun laws was upheld by a lower federal court. D.C. 
chose to take the case to the Supreme Court. � is is the fi rst 
serious Supreme Court review of 2nd Amendment interpretation 
in about 70 years.

Jack McGee, a Juneau lawyer of long experience in state and 
private practice, an advocate of the individual right to keep and 
bear arms, and an active shooter, off ered to prepare the amicus 
brief supporting Heller’s 2nd amendment rights arguments 
without charge, if supporters would pay the printing costs. � e 
AFWCF Board agreed to pay the costs, estimated at $1000. On 
hearing of the eff ort, the clubs mentioned above acted to join 
also.

Other clubs and individuals may participate by making a tax 
deductible donation to the Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, P.O. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 ■

D.C. v Heller & the 2nd Amendment

Jerry Hallberg

Long-time outdoorsman, biologist, and staunch AOC member 
Jerry Hallberg died peacefully at home from Lou Gehrig’s disease on 
July 4, 2007.

Jerry and Pam moved from Wisconsin in 1974.  He worked as 
an ADF&G Sport Fish biologist out of Fairbanks from 1975 to 
1998.  Until his condition precluded it, Jerry was an enthusiastic, 
active supporter and leader of outdoor pursuits for kids and adults.  
He became an advocate of learning more about how to conquer Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

Donations in memory may be sent to:
Kids Fishing, Midnight Sun Fly Casters, 

P.O. Box 81255, Fairbanks, AK  99709-1255

Barbara Koneczny, AOC bookkeeper, and Dick Bishop, AOC President, 
selling hot dogs, chips, and drink to raise money for rebuilding the TVSA 
Clubhouse at the Ist annual Pike’s Landing gala celebration. Thanks again 
to Rep. Jay Ramras for throwing the party

Dick Bishop, AOC President cutting the ribbon to dedicate  Rep. Jay 
Ramras’ newly constructed arch to his public access 

launch site to access the Chena River at Pikes Landing.

1850 Hoselton Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 456-4500

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon 
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started 
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of 
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling 
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men 
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were 

accompanied by doctors, 
nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had 
been wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.  

Many of these fishers 
had never fished in Alaska 
and some had never caught 
a fish. The plan was to fish 
for four hours and return 
to Bo’s Fish Camp where 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the trimmings 
and homemade desserts 
awaited. The genesis of 
this adventure had come 
from John Whitlatch, a 
guide (Reel Adventure 
Charters 907-252-7335) 
on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend.  He had 
contacted all the guides 

and gotten them to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me 
to help with the procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. 
I asked the Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I 
only had to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved. 
My wife cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the 

food was purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help 
me cook (his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been 
home from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than 
willing to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been 
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had 
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours 
the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they 
asked when we were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special 
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so 
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups 
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and 
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the 
Matanuska–Susitna Valley. ■
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Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip
By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai 
River early on the 29th of August this year for a days fishing for 
silver salmon fishing. Fishing had been good and were eager to 
get started but many of the guides were also concurred about the 
comfort of their 40 plus passengers. These fishermen required 
special handling because the majority of them were Wounded 
Warriors (both men and women) from the Medical unit at Fort 
Richardson they accompanied by doctors, nurses, aids and family. 
These Warriors had been wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Many of these fishers had never fished in Alaska and some 
had never caught a fish. The plan was to fish for four hours and 
return to Bo’s Fish Camp where hamburgers and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings, and home made deserts awaited. The geneses 
of this adventure had come from John Whitlatch a guide (Reel 
Adventure Charters 907-252-7335) on the Kenai River, and a 
long time friend. He had contacted all the guides and got them 
to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me to help with the 
procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone. I asked the 
Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I only had 
to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved.  My wife 
cooked up several of her Chocolate Cakes. The rest of the food was 
purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help me cook 
(his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been home 
from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than willing 
to make this a success. 

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and 
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had had 
been built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of 
food deserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and the discussion 
eventually turned to how so of them had been wounded. I must say 
that some of this was very moving.  Several of my fellow veterans 
(from other wars) who turned  out to help cook and take care of 

these young folks and I know the volunteers had as much fun as 
the young warriors. After about two or three hours the warriors had 
packed up and headed back. Before they left they asked when we 
were going to do it again. 

I would like to thank all that had helped with this very special 
event with a specials thanks to everyone who donated their time, 
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support 
so these special event could take place. I have talked with several 
groups and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to 
guides and consumptive user here in the valley about a similar trip 
here in the Matanuska–Susitna Valley, streams next summer. ■
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built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food 
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and 
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been 
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several 
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook 
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marine mammals like killer whales. In northern Botswana, 
for example, several prides of lions recently have begun to 
specialize in killing elephant calves, and in Tanzania during the 
1930s a couple of adjacent prides of lions developed man-eating 
behavior that resulted in the death of 1,000-1,500 people over 
a 15-year period. Killer whales also appear to have recently 
targeted sea otters in the Aleutians and are currently thought 
to be the main cause of low otter numbers. Although change 
in hunting behavior of predators is an almost constant process, 
the kinds of dramatic changes seen in these cases are unusual 
and unpredictable. � is kind of predatory behavior often seems 
unbelievable when fi rst discovered and is often discounted, 
especially in modern times when predators are viewed as 
benefi cial and important indicators of ecosystem health.

On the North Slope, muskoxen may be particularly 
vulnerable to selective hunting by bears because of their spotty 
distribution and herding behavior. � e unusual movements 
of muskoxen seen in ANWR and more recently in Unit 26B 
could also be caused by harassment from bears. It may also be 
that muskoxen simply have not had enough time to adapt to 
bear predation. 

Whatever is going on with the eastern North Slope muskoxen 
appears to be unique to this population, or group. Grizzly bears 
also occur on the Seward Peninsula and in northwestern Alaska 
but they do not appear to concentrate on killing muskoxen. On 
the Seward Peninsula, the explanation may be that predatory 

bears have not been tolerated by reindeer herders, and around 
Nome recently expanded hunting of bears appears to have 

reduced bear numbers.  � ere are now about 3,000 muskoxen 
on the Seward Peninsula and the population has increased 
continuously since they were introduced. Bear-free island 
populations of muskoxen generally fare better than mainland 
populations both in Canada and in Alaska, and muskoxen can 
reach very high numbers despite occasionally severe weather 
and diseases that are enzootic (regularly occurring at low levels) 
in most areas. � is is additional evidence suggesting that bear 
predation is important on the North Slope.

� e eastern North Slope population of muskoxen is 
important to Alaskans, and AOC has asked ADF&G to 
implement a management experiment to mitigate the eff ects 
of bear predation while a viable population of muskoxen still 
exists. We have also recommended a well funded research 
program to fully explore all possible causes of the decline, 
preferably using State Wildlife Grants (SWG) money provided 
by the federal government that is intended for use on species 
where a conservation concern exists. ADF&G is applying for 
approval from the USFWS, which administers those funds, to 
use this money for the new project.

Whatever is going on with North Slope muskoxen, it would 
be unwise to risk allowing them to die out once again, especially 
if this turns out to be a very manageable problem that can be 
arrested by removing a few bears and modifying the impact of 
their predatory behavior through selective harvest. ■

North Slope Muskox Mystery  continued from page 7

Alaska Outdoor  Acces s Al l iance
Annual Meeting / Potluck

January 26, 2008
Eagle River Lions Club

(Located across the intersection from the Eagle River Wal-Mart on Eagle River Loop Road)

Potluck and Silent Auction, Fun and Games at 5PM
A short Business meeting will be held at 4PM

Members and Member Organizations/Businesses 
& their families are invited

We are looking for door prize items. If you have something to donate
please contact: Patti Barber @ 745-4446 or pkbarber@gci.net

2008 Juneau Banquet and Fundraiser
FEBRUARY 22ND, 2008

Ticket Cost: $40 per person or two tickets for $75

Ticket Information: Contact Ron or Jan at (907) 780-4812

Event Highlights: We will be raffl  ing off  a handmade rifl e donated by Harry Keller of Juneau. Also 
this year we will sell raffl  e tickets for the original picture done by Homer, Alaska artist Ed Tussey. 
For both the rifl e raffl  e and original painting raffl  e we will sell 250 tickets at $20 a ticket. Remember 
we sell out fast.

Don’t miss our Bucket raffl  es, Hat raffl  es, Balloon raffl  es, Card raffl  es and more.

And as always we will have great items on both our silent and live auctions.

Banquet Highlights: Dinner will be a surf and turf meal catered by � e Hangar.

Each table will also be provided two bottles of complimentary wine.

Grand Door Prize: Our Grand Door Prize is 2 award airline tickets, valued at $500 each—Donated 
by the Hunter Heritage Foundation.



Outdoor Alaska

4 www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

 Winter 2008

Volume 16, Issue 11 5

The Endangered Species Act
By Doug Vincent-Lang

� e Endangered Species Act (ESA) was fi rst passed by Congress in 
1973.   It’s purpose is “to provide a means whereby the ecosystems 
upon which endangered and threatened species may be preserved 
and to provide a program for the conservation of such endangered 

and threatened species”.  To date, the Act 
has been used sparingly in Alaska.  � is 
is largely the result of Alaska’s successful 
management of its native species 
and attendant ecosystems under our 
constitutional sustained yield mandate.  

To date only 15 species that are present 
in Alaska have been listed under the ESA.  
Species currently listed as endangered are 
the Short-tailed albatross, Eskimo curlew, 

Aleutian shield fern, Steller’s sea lion (western stock), Bowhead 
whale, Fin whale, Humpback whale, North Pacifi c right whale, Blue 
whale, Sei whale, and the Leatherback turtle.  Species currently listed 
as threatened include the Spectacled eider, Steller’s eider (Alaska 
breeding population), Northern sea otter (southwest Alaska Distinct 
Population Segment, DPS), and Steller sea-lion (eastern population).

In recent years, however, more species have been proposed for 
listing under the ESA.  For example, petitions have been fi led 
within the last 2 years to list several species as either threatened or 
endangered under the ESA including the Polar bear, Black-footed 
albatross, Yellow-billed loon, Cook Inlet beluga whale, Lynn Canal 
herring, and the North Pacifi c right whale (as a separate DPS).  In 
addition, the Kittletz’s murrelet is under ongoing consideration.  

� e ESA mandates a specifi c process.  � e process begins 
with a petition for consideration of listing.  � is can be done by 
any individual or organization.  Once a petition is received, the 
responsible federal agency makes a determination if the petition 
presents substantial scientifi c and commercial information indicating 
that the petitioned action may be warranted.  If the agency 
determines there is not suffi  cient evidence, the petition is denied.  
If, however, the agency determines there is suffi  cient evidence, then 
the agency notices the public that a status review of the species 
will be initiated.  Once the status review is completed, the federal 
agency makes a decision to list the species as either threatened or 
endangered.  

Once a decision to list is made, the federal agency then makes 
a decision to designate critical habitat for the species.  � is is only 
done after an economic review of likely impacts is conducted.  
Finally, recovery plans are prepared with the goal of delisting.  

Each of these steps allow for public comment and input.  As the 
primary trustee over Alaska’s fi sh and wildlife resources the ADF&G 
is a key player in the process.  We provide needed input into the 

development of the status reviews.  We also provide informed 
opinions regarding whether or a listing decision is warranted.  

� e Department is also a key player in defi ning “critical 
habitat” which is defi ned under the ESA as areas essential for the 
“conservation” of the species in question. “Conservation” is defi ned 
as using all means necessary to bring a species to the point it no 
longer needs the protection of the Act. Critical habitat must be 
designated for listed species on the basis of the best scientifi c data 
available and after taking into consideration the economic impact, 
and any other relevant impact, of designating a particular area as 
critical habitat.  � e responsible federal agency may exclude an 
area from designation if the agency determines that the benefi ts of 
such exclusion outweigh the benefi ts of specifying an area as part of 
critical habitat, unless it is determined, based on the best scientifi c 
and commercial data available, that the failure to designate the area 
will result in the extinction of the species concerned. Actions of the 
Secretary in designating critical habitat are judicially reviewable. 

� e Department is also a critical player in the development and 
implementation of recovery plans for listed species.  Section 4(f ) 
of the ESA requires that recovery plans be developed for listed 
species unless the agency fi nds that such a plan will not promote 
conservation of the species.  Recovery plans delineate reasonable 
actions which are believed to be required to recover and/or protect 
a listed species.  � ey serve as a guide that delineates and schedules 
those actions believed necessary to restore the listed species as a 
viable, self-sustaining element of their ecosystem

Listing of a species along with the designation of critical habitat 
and establishment of recovery plans triggers various regulatory 
actions.  For example, designation of critical habitat requires 
“consultation” on federal actions (Section 7 consultation).  � e 
designation process also provides necessary information for Section 
10 permits and habitat conservation plans.  � e designation process 
also provides information infl uencing land acquisition decisions.  
Finally, the critical habitat designation process provides guidance for 
non-federal landowners. 

At the request of the governor, the legislature approved funds 
for the formation of an ESA team within the Department of Fish 
and Game.  � is team helps the state navigate the ESA process and 
coordinates state comments within the ESA process.  � ese funds 
have allowed the state to provide input on the proposed listing of 
Cook Inlet beluga whales, polar bears, and Lynn Canal herring.  � e 
group is also working on comments for the black-footed albatross, 
Yellow-billed loon, and North Pacifi c Right whales.  

For further information, please contact Doug Vincent-Lang, Special 
Projects Coordinator ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 
99518 • (907) 267-2339 • douglas.vincent-lang@alaska.gov ■

regarding fi shery regulations are common.

� e reason for a clear constitutional intent 
regarding management of Alaska’s fi sheries 
arose from the salmon fi sheries collapse caused 
by over fi shing during territorial days. Alaska’s 
commercial salmon fi sheries until statehood had 
been controlled by absentee packing interests 
under the federal management regime. � e 
Board of Fish and Game was created at statehood 
to regulate fi sh and game uses consistent with 
the Constitution.

By 1975 it became obvious that one board 
deliberating on both fi sh and game issues 
couldn’t handle the work load.  � e board 
was split into two, allowing the newly created 
Board of Fisheries to deal with fi sh conservation 
and allocation regulations. Around the same 
time the Alaska Fish & Game Advisory 
Committees were activated to try and increase 
public participation and give local Alaskans a 

greater say in who got to fi sh, and how much 
each user group could harvest. 

Even with the statutory attempts of the 70’s 
and 80’s to emphasize  that the Board  pay 
close attention to cultural and socio-economic 
implications of their decisions on subsistence, 
personal use and sport uses, the commercial 
fi sheries interests still remained dominant. � e 
December 1986 collapse of the Board of Fisheries 
caused another round of scrutiny regarding 
whether  the current Board structure could 
adequately adopt regulations to assure sustained 
yield management of fi sh stocks and make 
balanced allocation decisions among the various 
benefi cial uses of Alaska’s fi shery resources.

Upper Cook Inlet Finfi sh proposals up for 
deliberation by the Board at their February 1-12, 
2008 meeting in Anchorage have the potential 
of being another pivotal point in the history of 
Alaskan fi sheries management. � e board has an 

Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5 
AAC 21.363) that has been on the books for over 
twenty-fi ve years. It states that after the statutory 
priority for subsistence has been satisfi ed “other 
benefi cial uses, to the extent they are consistent 
with the public interest and overall benefi t of 
the people of Alaska will be allowed in order to 
maximize the benefi ts of these resources.” � e 
board’s ability to determine what the public 
interest for salmon in Upper Cook Inlet is and 
how that will benefi t the people of Alaska will 
have a lot to do with who gets the fi sh. � e Board’s 
justifi cation for actions it may take to redistribute 
current Upper Cook Inlet salmon allocations 
among personal use, sport, guided sport, and 
commercial fi sheries will be closely scrutinized to 
determine whether the Board follows statutory 
direction (AS 16.05.251(e)), regarding changing 
socio-economic characteristics of Alaskans living 
in the Cook Inlet drainage. 

Mandatory reports of the commercial 
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TONYRUSS.COM
BOOKS ABOUT ALASKA

BY ALASKANS
HUNT ALASKA NOW
“The Best Hunting

Book I’ve Ever Read!”

TONY@TONYRUSS.COM
Member of Alaska Charter Association

…Save a Tree  …Save your Landfill   …Save Tons of Mail from being sent to Alaska

Go to the Catalog Choice website: http://www.catalogchoice.org/ and delete all those catalogues you receive but 
don’t want.

I have deleted our assorted names from the mailing lists of 44 catalogues just in the last few weeks.  It’s quick 
and easy.

- Mary Bishop, Fairbanks.

Save a Tree...

The Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska (CACFA) is up and running. Members, including 
Presiding Officer Rick Halford, met in December to work on organizational issues.

Representative Mike Kelly, sponsor of the legislation, HB 87, to recreate the Commission, thanked the members 
for their willingness and expertise and wished them well in their work. Rep. Kelly reiterated the importance of 
the Commission making itself accessible to all citizens and interested parties whose activities occur on federal 
public lands. With 60% of the state owned by federal agencies it’s clear that Alaskans’ lives are often affected by 
federal management. 

The duties of CACFA are clearly defined in statute, AS.41.37.220. The Commission is to assist individual 
Alaskans in dealings with federal land management agencies, by both understanding federal laws and their 
Congressional intent governing use of federal areas, and by providing a forum for addressing problems that 
individuals encounter with the laws or their application by the agencies.

For information on CAFCA, contact Ms Melanie Lesh, Special Asst., DNR, 400 Willoughby Ave., Suite 500, Juneau, 
AK 99801. Phone: (907)465-4730, Fax: (907) 465-3886

Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska starts up

� anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by becoming members during the 2007 Winter 
Membership Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green of Wasilla (in the photo mention that Don Hanks is on the left)

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their 
donation of the Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag.

Perhaps a small insert caption/ad with Fairbanks auction picture and the following words (we just need to 
get the thanks out): � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund and Council was attended 
by 475 people in early November.  � anks to all the donors, volunteers and guests for making it a grand 
success once again

- � anks to all those who joined to help AOC’s eff orts by 
becoming members during the 2007 Winter Membership 
Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to 
our prize winners:

First Prize winner: Charles Green

Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River

� ird Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River

- Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifl e 
Raffl  e, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their donation of the 
Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag

- � e Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund 
and Council was attended by 475 people in early November.  
� anks 
to all the 
donors, 
volunteers 
and guests 
for making 
it a grand 
success 
once 
again.

Sheep hunter and fi nancial planner Rene Russ demonstrating Best Practices 
bear viewing; from a distance

Charles Green (on the right), Winner of the 2007 AOC Raffl e, collects his prize at Boondock Sporting Goods in Eagle River from Don Hanks.

FOR INFORMATION ON NRA BANQUETS

Visit the offi cial website for more information

www.nraalaska.com

BANQUET
SCHEDULE
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The Endangered Species Act
By Doug Vincent-Lang

� e Endangered Species Act (ESA) was fi rst passed by Congress in 
1973.   It’s purpose is “to provide a means whereby the ecosystems 
upon which endangered and threatened species may be preserved 
and to provide a program for the conservation of such endangered 

and threatened species”.  To date, the Act 
has been used sparingly in Alaska.  � is 
is largely the result of Alaska’s successful 
management of its native species 
and attendant ecosystems under our 
constitutional sustained yield mandate.  

To date only 15 species that are present 
in Alaska have been listed under the ESA.  
Species currently listed as endangered are 
the Short-tailed albatross, Eskimo curlew, 

Aleutian shield fern, Steller’s sea lion (western stock), Bowhead 
whale, Fin whale, Humpback whale, North Pacifi c right whale, Blue 
whale, Sei whale, and the Leatherback turtle.  Species currently listed 
as threatened include the Spectacled eider, Steller’s eider (Alaska 
breeding population), Northern sea otter (southwest Alaska Distinct 
Population Segment, DPS), and Steller sea-lion (eastern population).

In recent years, however, more species have been proposed for 
listing under the ESA.  For example, petitions have been fi led 
within the last 2 years to list several species as either threatened or 
endangered under the ESA including the Polar bear, Black-footed 
albatross, Yellow-billed loon, Cook Inlet beluga whale, Lynn Canal 
herring, and the North Pacifi c right whale (as a separate DPS).  In 
addition, the Kittletz’s murrelet is under ongoing consideration.  

� e ESA mandates a specifi c process.  � e process begins 
with a petition for consideration of listing.  � is can be done by 
any individual or organization.  Once a petition is received, the 
responsible federal agency makes a determination if the petition 
presents substantial scientifi c and commercial information indicating 
that the petitioned action may be warranted.  If the agency 
determines there is not suffi  cient evidence, the petition is denied.  
If, however, the agency determines there is suffi  cient evidence, then 
the agency notices the public that a status review of the species 
will be initiated.  Once the status review is completed, the federal 
agency makes a decision to list the species as either threatened or 
endangered.  

Once a decision to list is made, the federal agency then makes 
a decision to designate critical habitat for the species.  � is is only 
done after an economic review of likely impacts is conducted.  
Finally, recovery plans are prepared with the goal of delisting.  

Each of these steps allow for public comment and input.  As the 
primary trustee over Alaska’s fi sh and wildlife resources the ADF&G 
is a key player in the process.  We provide needed input into the 

development of the status reviews.  We also provide informed 
opinions regarding whether or a listing decision is warranted.  

� e Department is also a key player in defi ning “critical 
habitat” which is defi ned under the ESA as areas essential for the 
“conservation” of the species in question. “Conservation” is defi ned 
as using all means necessary to bring a species to the point it no 
longer needs the protection of the Act. Critical habitat must be 
designated for listed species on the basis of the best scientifi c data 
available and after taking into consideration the economic impact, 
and any other relevant impact, of designating a particular area as 
critical habitat.  � e responsible federal agency may exclude an 
area from designation if the agency determines that the benefi ts of 
such exclusion outweigh the benefi ts of specifying an area as part of 
critical habitat, unless it is determined, based on the best scientifi c 
and commercial data available, that the failure to designate the area 
will result in the extinction of the species concerned. Actions of the 
Secretary in designating critical habitat are judicially reviewable. 

� e Department is also a critical player in the development and 
implementation of recovery plans for listed species.  Section 4(f ) 
of the ESA requires that recovery plans be developed for listed 
species unless the agency fi nds that such a plan will not promote 
conservation of the species.  Recovery plans delineate reasonable 
actions which are believed to be required to recover and/or protect 
a listed species.  � ey serve as a guide that delineates and schedules 
those actions believed necessary to restore the listed species as a 
viable, self-sustaining element of their ecosystem

Listing of a species along with the designation of critical habitat 
and establishment of recovery plans triggers various regulatory 
actions.  For example, designation of critical habitat requires 
“consultation” on federal actions (Section 7 consultation).  � e 
designation process also provides necessary information for Section 
10 permits and habitat conservation plans.  � e designation process 
also provides information infl uencing land acquisition decisions.  
Finally, the critical habitat designation process provides guidance for 
non-federal landowners. 

At the request of the governor, the legislature approved funds 
for the formation of an ESA team within the Department of Fish 
and Game.  � is team helps the state navigate the ESA process and 
coordinates state comments within the ESA process.  � ese funds 
have allowed the state to provide input on the proposed listing of 
Cook Inlet beluga whales, polar bears, and Lynn Canal herring.  � e 
group is also working on comments for the black-footed albatross, 
Yellow-billed loon, and North Pacifi c Right whales.  

For further information, please contact Doug Vincent-Lang, Special 
Projects Coordinator ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 
99518 • (907) 267-2339 • douglas.vincent-lang@alaska.gov ■

regarding fi shery regulations are common.

� e reason for a clear constitutional intent 
regarding management of Alaska’s fi sheries 
arose from the salmon fi sheries collapse caused 
by over fi shing during territorial days. Alaska’s 
commercial salmon fi sheries until statehood had 
been controlled by absentee packing interests 
under the federal management regime. � e 
Board of Fish and Game was created at statehood 
to regulate fi sh and game uses consistent with 
the Constitution.

By 1975 it became obvious that one board 
deliberating on both fi sh and game issues 
couldn’t handle the work load.  � e board 
was split into two, allowing the newly created 
Board of Fisheries to deal with fi sh conservation 
and allocation regulations. Around the same 
time the Alaska Fish & Game Advisory 
Committees were activated to try and increase 
public participation and give local Alaskans a 

greater say in who got to fi sh, and how much 
each user group could harvest. 

Even with the statutory attempts of the 70’s 
and 80’s to emphasize  that the Board  pay 
close attention to cultural and socio-economic 
implications of their decisions on subsistence, 
personal use and sport uses, the commercial 
fi sheries interests still remained dominant. � e 
December 1986 collapse of the Board of Fisheries 
caused another round of scrutiny regarding 
whether  the current Board structure could 
adequately adopt regulations to assure sustained 
yield management of fi sh stocks and make 
balanced allocation decisions among the various 
benefi cial uses of Alaska’s fi shery resources.

Upper Cook Inlet Finfi sh proposals up for 
deliberation by the Board at their February 1-12, 
2008 meeting in Anchorage have the potential 
of being another pivotal point in the history of 
Alaskan fi sheries management. � e board has an 

Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5 
AAC 21.363) that has been on the books for over 
twenty-fi ve years. It states that after the statutory 
priority for subsistence has been satisfi ed “other 
benefi cial uses, to the extent they are consistent 
with the public interest and overall benefi t of 
the people of Alaska will be allowed in order to 
maximize the benefi ts of these resources.” � e 
board’s ability to determine what the public 
interest for salmon in Upper Cook Inlet is and 
how that will benefi t the people of Alaska will 
have a lot to do with who gets the fi sh. � e Board’s 
justifi cation for actions it may take to redistribute 
current Upper Cook Inlet salmon allocations 
among personal use, sport, guided sport, and 
commercial fi sheries will be closely scrutinized to 
determine whether the Board follows statutory 
direction (AS 16.05.251(e)), regarding changing 
socio-economic characteristics of Alaskans living 
in the Cook Inlet drainage. 

Mandatory reports of the commercial 
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Time Flies When You’re Having Fun
I guess I’ve had a ball because suddenly 

it’s nearly the New Year.  What was I 
doing a year ago?  Oh, yes—Governor 
Palin’s Fish & Game Transition Team.  
I was honored to serve on that team as 
co-chair along with Ken Johns.  � e 21 
member team came from all over the 
state and the majority of resource user 
interests. � e collective knowledge was 
impressive.

� e Team’s charge was to identify the most important fi sh and 
game management issues and recommend actions to make things 
better.  Our working timeframe was short; the list was long and the 
people were scattered and busy.  But we got done and reported to 
Governor Palin on Dec. 19, 2006.  � e Governor had a long day 
listening to Teams from every state department.

Our Team agreed that 8 out of 29 identifi ed issues were of 
mutual interest and concern across the spectrum of users.  Even 8 
are too many to cover here so I’ll pick and choose among those and 
others that were, and are, of most concern to AOC.

Funding level for ADF&G:  � e team was concerned that 
funding was inadequate for the last 10 years to maintain the 
high quality of science-based professional management needed.  
Subsequently the Legislature did provide funding for key predator-
prey management programs and for important salmon fi sheries 
research in northern Cook Inlet, among many other needed 
programs, and the Governor approved the funding.  

Board of Fisheries and Game member confl ict of interest:  
Commercial fi sheries Team members believed the confl ict of 
interest prohibition on Fisheries Board members was too strict and 
excluded some of the most knowledgeable people from serving on 
the Board.  While all team members agreed that it was an important 
issue, some felt some restrictions were appropriate.  � e Game Board 
did not seem to have a similar problem.  � e Legislature is taking up 
the issue in HB15 which would somewhat relax the restrictions on 
Board of Fisheries participation.  HB15 is currently in House Rules 
Committee and will probably be considered this coming session. AOC 
has generally favored minimizing potential confl ict of interest situations 
on the Boards.

Dual Management with Federal Subsistence Board:  State and 
Federal laws relating to management and allocation of resources 
diff er considerably.  Where and how each applies has been a source of 
confusion and confl ict for years.  � e Federal Subsistence Board has 
contributed substantially to the problems aff ecting sound management 
and rational allocations by playing fast and loose with its responsibilities 
and authorities.  � is has negatively aff ected both rural and urban 
resource users as well as state management of fi sh and game.  “Part B” 
of the issue suggested looking into ways to replace “dual management” 
with a State managed program.� e underlying cause of this dilemma is 
Title VIII of ANILCA which not only unfairly discriminates but is poor 
conservation law. 

Reinstatement of Fish & Wildlife Protection as a Division:  AOC 
objected to the elimination of the Protection Division and the resulting 
loss of fi sh and game enforcement eff ort.  � e Boards of Fisheries and 
Game heard that complaint all over the state.  � eir study of the issue 
confi rmed the problem.  AOC and others had lobbied for return of 
eff ective fi sh and game enforcement all through the political campaigns.  
� e Governor promised if elected, to fi x it, and she did, almost before 
the “ink was dry” on the Transition Team Report.

Return of Habitat Permitting Functions to ADF&G:  � e 
Transition Team unanimously supported this recommendation.  AOC 
had opposed the transfer of Habitat Division function and related 
measures from ADF&G to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by 
the Murkowski Administration.  � e Palin Administration is examining 
the “pros and cons” of how the system is currently working.  AOC is 
waiting to see the analysis which should be out soon.  AOC’s main 
concern remains the appropriate maintenance of Alaska’s high quality 
fi sh and game habitat.  

Salary Studies / Retention (of Professional Staff ):  � is is the “brain-
drain” issue.  ADF&G’s 
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Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders 
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next 
summer will have to again choose whether using 
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers 
is an acceptable practice.  “Ballot Box Biology” is on 
the table again.  Recent statewide polls suggest that 
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side 

of the debate they favor.  Less than five percent of those polled had no 
opinion regarding aerial predator management. 

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to 
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce 
predation?  Either they are Alaskans who actually understand the 
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics 
of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice. 

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management 
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical, 
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.   
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator 
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing 
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall 
sheep in Alaska.  It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting, 
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics.  Those are not valid criteria by which to 
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of 
managing wildlife for human consumptive use.  Instead they say “let 
nature balance itself ”.   They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife 
populations remain at low levels indefinitely.  Pro-consumptive use 
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed 
for human use on a sustained yield basis.  

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife 
management” debate to be on?  Advocates on both sides know perfectly 
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation 
renders “big game management” just so many words. 

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation 
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife 
Conservation” – which has worked for over 100 years.   This approach 
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing 
continued hunting opportunities.  These opportunities have been 
provided under state laws which provide for game management 
including effective predator/prey management.  History has shown 
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can 
deny that fact.   

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney 
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose 
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in 
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife 
resources.  It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management 
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling 
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we 
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation. 

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8, 
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.   
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to 
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they 
depend. ■

Which Side Are You On?
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised 
because State pay is not competitive – especially with Federal pay.  � e 
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for 
some time.  In August ’07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to 
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.  

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed 
in on several.  One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon 
Management Policy as statute.  So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the 
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fi shing interests 
predominate.  Another issue is adequate sport fi shing representation 
on the North Pacifi c Fisheries Management Council.  � e Governor’s 
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.  

� e Transition Team took a strong stand favoring eff ective predator 
management, an issue AOC has supported.  � e Legislature in 2007 
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator 
management education program in recognition that most of the 
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management 
opponents.  Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support 
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a 
Congressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a 
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team 
are faring well, especially considering the high-profi le oil and gas issues 
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.  However, 
the chronic diffi  culties in fi sh and game management and allocation 
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue 
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is 
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some 
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority. 

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and 
traditional moose and duck hunting.  We were lucky enough to fi nd a 
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.  
With our fi sh and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s 
plenty of fi rewood. We give thanks. ■

continued on page 3
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AOC Sustaining Business Members
Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!

INTERIOR
Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff  Alling
PO Box 70752
Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. John P. Bast, DDS
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-2206
jbast@acsalaska.net

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4288

Frontier Outfi tters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Gundersen Painting Inc.
Gary & Deborah Gundersen
758 Old Richardson Hwy
Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings. 
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Merle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200
Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3523
mpotter@alaska.net 
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708 458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com 
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3046
baja@gci.net
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain
HC 62, Box 5740
Delta Junction, AK 99737 895-4157
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash
Jerry Timmons
Westside at University and Airport
1295 University Avenue
Eastside at 720 Old Steese
Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.  
Aff ordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708 455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com

WRAM
Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 479-5588
patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL
Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC
Ron McAlpin
PO Box 809
Soldotna, AK 99669 235-3736
sales@AkRange.com
www.AkRange.com
Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme
conditions of the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687 376-9568
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets” 
– durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings
860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654 982-2183
jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman
2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509 562-3636
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing. Retail-wholesale-gift packages.

Alaska Vision Clinic
Bret Miknich, OD
2702 Gambell Street, Suite 102
Anchorage, AK 99503 272-7211

B-J’s Services, Inc.
Robert Jenski
932 South Colony Way
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050
www.b-jservices.com
Complete automotive repair and diagnostics.  Retail sales of 
fi rearms and ammunition.

Benjamin I. Whipple, Attorney At Law
481 W Arctic Avenue
Palmer, AK 99645 745-1776
Adoptions and personal injury.

Captain Pete’s Alaskan Experience
Pete or Debra Wedin
PO Box 3353
Homer, AK 99603 235-2911
pete@captpete.com
www.captpete.com
Attitude makes the diff erence.

Century Dental Center
Dr. Patrick Dorman, DDS
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve
PO Box 155
1000 Deshka Landing Road
Willow, AK 99688 354-3374

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., DDS
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-8573
p.locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508 561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.com

Dr. Roland E. Grower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508 279-3564

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603 235-6204
www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andy Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645 376-3687
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.

GES, Inc.
T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611 398-1194
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of oilfi eld drilling & production,
liquids & solids; dry well injection of solids & fl uids.

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567 688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

Palmer Machinery Company
Monte Goodrich
1226 S Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet, 
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe Prax
PO Box 1090
141 Galena Street
Valdez, AK 99686 835-3858
iprax@alaska.net
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Team CC
491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654 357-3200
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, AK 99577 694-3200
info@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com

True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton
PO Box 3082
Kodiak, AK 99615 486-5188
jimhkodiak@gci.net
www.truenorthfi shing.com

AOC Member Clubs
ABATE of Alaska Anchorage
ABATE of Chugiak Chugiak
AIM-COMM Fairbanks
Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition Fairbanks
Alaska ATV Club Anchorage
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer
Alaska Boating Association Anchorage
Alaska Charter Association Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association Palmer
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Anchorage
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer
Alaska Rifl e Club Anchorage
Alaska State Snowmobile Association Anchorage
Alaska Waterfowl Association Anchorage
Alaskan Bowhunters Association, Inc. Wasilla
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage
Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus Willow
Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association Fairbanks
FNAWS/Alaska Chapter Anchorage
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston
Interior Airboaters Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Gun Dog Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association Fairbanks
Juneau Alaska Billfi sh Association Juneau
Juneau Gun Club Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club Juneau
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer
Mat-Su Motor Mushers Wasilla
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club Eagle River
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage
Ruff ed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks
Ruff ed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Palmer
Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter Soldotna
Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River
Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association Sitka
Sitka Sportsman’s Association Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite Slana
South Peninsula Sportsman Association Homer
Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club Fairbanks
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau
Tok Shooters Association Tok
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Time Flies When You’re Having Fun
I guess I’ve had a ball because suddenly 

it’s nearly the New Year.  What was I 
doing a year ago?  Oh, yes—Governor 
Palin’s Fish & Game Transition Team.  
I was honored to serve on that team as 
co-chair along with Ken Johns.  � e 21 
member team came from all over the 
state and the majority of resource user 
interests. � e collective knowledge was 
impressive.

� e Team’s charge was to identify the most important fi sh and 
game management issues and recommend actions to make things 
better.  Our working timeframe was short; the list was long and the 
people were scattered and busy.  But we got done and reported to 
Governor Palin on Dec. 19, 2006.  � e Governor had a long day 
listening to Teams from every state department.

Our Team agreed that 8 out of 29 identifi ed issues were of 
mutual interest and concern across the spectrum of users.  Even 8 
are too many to cover here so I’ll pick and choose among those and 
others that were, and are, of most concern to AOC.

Funding level for ADF&G:  � e team was concerned that 
funding was inadequate for the last 10 years to maintain the 
high quality of science-based professional management needed.  
Subsequently the Legislature did provide funding for key predator-
prey management programs and for important salmon fi sheries 
research in northern Cook Inlet, among many other needed 
programs, and the Governor approved the funding.  

Board of Fisheries and Game member confl ict of interest:  
Commercial fi sheries Team members believed the confl ict of 
interest prohibition on Fisheries Board members was too strict and 
excluded some of the most knowledgeable people from serving on 
the Board.  While all team members agreed that it was an important 
issue, some felt some restrictions were appropriate.  � e Game Board 
did not seem to have a similar problem.  � e Legislature is taking up 
the issue in HB15 which would somewhat relax the restrictions on 
Board of Fisheries participation.  HB15 is currently in House Rules 
Committee and will probably be considered this coming session. AOC 
has generally favored minimizing potential confl ict of interest situations 
on the Boards.

Dual Management with Federal Subsistence Board:  State and 
Federal laws relating to management and allocation of resources 
diff er considerably.  Where and how each applies has been a source of 
confusion and confl ict for years.  � e Federal Subsistence Board has 
contributed substantially to the problems aff ecting sound management 
and rational allocations by playing fast and loose with its responsibilities 
and authorities.  � is has negatively aff ected both rural and urban 
resource users as well as state management of fi sh and game.  “Part B” 
of the issue suggested looking into ways to replace “dual management” 
with a State managed program.� e underlying cause of this dilemma is 
Title VIII of ANILCA which not only unfairly discriminates but is poor 
conservation law. 

Reinstatement of Fish & Wildlife Protection as a Division:  AOC 
objected to the elimination of the Protection Division and the resulting 
loss of fi sh and game enforcement eff ort.  � e Boards of Fisheries and 
Game heard that complaint all over the state.  � eir study of the issue 
confi rmed the problem.  AOC and others had lobbied for return of 
eff ective fi sh and game enforcement all through the political campaigns.  
� e Governor promised if elected, to fi x it, and she did, almost before 
the “ink was dry” on the Transition Team Report.

Return of Habitat Permitting Functions to ADF&G:  � e 
Transition Team unanimously supported this recommendation.  AOC 
had opposed the transfer of Habitat Division function and related 
measures from ADF&G to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by 
the Murkowski Administration.  � e Palin Administration is examining 
the “pros and cons” of how the system is currently working.  AOC is 
waiting to see the analysis which should be out soon.  AOC’s main 
concern remains the appropriate maintenance of Alaska’s high quality 
fi sh and game habitat.  

Salary Studies / Retention (of Professional Staff ):  � is is the “brain-
drain” issue.  ADF&G’s 
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Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders 
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next 
summer will have to again choose whether using 
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers 
is an acceptable practice.  “Ballot Box Biology” is on 
the table again.  Recent statewide polls suggest that 
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side 

of the debate they favor.  Less than five percent of those polled had no 
opinion regarding aerial predator management. 

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to 
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce 
predation?  Either they are Alaskans who actually understand the 
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics 
of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice. 

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management 
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical, 
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.   
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator 
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing 
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall 
sheep in Alaska.  It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting, 
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics.  Those are not valid criteria by which to 
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of 
managing wildlife for human consumptive use.  Instead they say “let 
nature balance itself ”.   They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife 
populations remain at low levels indefinitely.  Pro-consumptive use 
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed 
for human use on a sustained yield basis.  

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife 
management” debate to be on?  Advocates on both sides know perfectly 
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation 
renders “big game management” just so many words. 

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation 
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife 
Conservation” – which has worked for over 100 years.   This approach 
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing 
continued hunting opportunities.  These opportunities have been 
provided under state laws which provide for game management 
including effective predator/prey management.  History has shown 
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can 
deny that fact.   

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney 
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose 
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in 
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife 
resources.  It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management 
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling 
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we 
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation. 

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8, 
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.   
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to 
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they 
depend. ■

Which Side Are You On?
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised 
because State pay is not competitive – especially with Federal pay.  � e 
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for 
some time.  In August ’07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to 
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.  

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed 
in on several.  One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon 
Management Policy as statute.  So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the 
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fi shing interests 
predominate.  Another issue is adequate sport fi shing representation 
on the North Pacifi c Fisheries Management Council.  � e Governor’s 
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.  

� e Transition Team took a strong stand favoring eff ective predator 
management, an issue AOC has supported.  � e Legislature in 2007 
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator 
management education program in recognition that most of the 
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management 
opponents.  Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support 
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a 
Congressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a 
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team 
are faring well, especially considering the high-profi le oil and gas issues 
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.  However, 
the chronic diffi  culties in fi sh and game management and allocation 
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue 
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is 
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some 
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority. 

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and 
traditional moose and duck hunting.  We were lucky enough to fi nd a 
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.  
With our fi sh and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s 
plenty of fi rewood. We give thanks. ■

continued on page 3
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Commercial fi shing boats working the icy waters of Prince William Sound. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Fishing rights in Alaska is an age - old issue that has 
shaped Alaskan politics for the last century. � e answer 
to what  the legal rights in fi sh allocation are still isn’t 
clear. In February the question will take center stage 
once again in Anchorage as the Board of Fisheries 
(Board) tackles proposals for Upper Cook Inlet dealing 
with salmon conservation and allocation.

� e Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADFG) estimated the 2007 statewide salmon harvest 
of 212 million, which made it the 4th largest catch 
ever. It was valued at $374 million. � ere is no formal 
estimate for what the values of subsistence, personal 
use, and sport caught fi sh were for 2007. � e latest 
estimated value of just “sport fi shing” reported in 
the Economics of Sport Fishing in Alaska, prepared 
for ADF&G by the Institute of Social and Research 
(ISER) gave a total economic value of $736 million 
for 1993. 

� e point is when the Board adopts regulations, 
to achieve fi sheries utilization consistent with the 
maximum possible benefi t to Alaskans, billions of 
dollars are at stake. Current statutes (AS 16.05-.010) 
require that the Board takes not only biological but 
socio-economic factors into account when deliberating 
on all proposals regulating who gets to fi sh and  how 
much of the total allowable harvest is allocated to the 
various kinds of fi shing..

Alaska’s Constitution, (Article VIII, Natural 
Resources) gives clear instructions regarding the 
management of fi sh. � e State manages and allocates 
fi sheries to meet the biological, economic, and social 
objectives outlined in the Constitution and in statute. 
Should the Board deviate from the constitutional 
intent regarding fi sheries management the State Courts 
are quick to point out their transgressions. Court cases 
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