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Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? And How Much Do They Get?

By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

Fishing rights in Alaska is an age - old issue that has
shaped Alaskan politics for the last century. The answer
to what the legal rights in fish allocation are still isn’t
clear. In February the question will take center stage
once again in Anchorage as the Board of Fisheries
(Board) tackles proposals for Upper Cook Inlet dealing

with salmon conservation and allocation.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game
(ADFG) estimated the 2007 statewide salmon harvest
of 212 million, which made it the 4th largest catch
ever. It was valued at $374 million. There is no formal
estimate for what the values of subsistence, personal
use, and sport caught fish were for 2007. The latest
estimated value of just “sport fishing” reported in
the Economics of Sport Fishing in Alaska, prepared
for ADF&G by the Institute of Social and Research
(ISER) gave a total economic value of $736 million
for 1993.

The point is when the Board adopts regulations,
to achieve fisheries utilization consistent with the
maximum possible benefit to Alaskans, billions of
dollars are at stake. Current statutes (AS 16.05-.010)
require that the Board takes not only biological but
socio-economic factors into account when deliberating
on all proposals regulating who gets to fish and how
much of the total allowable harvest is allocated to the

various kinds of fishing..

Alaska’s (Article VIII,

Resources) gives clear instructions regarding the

Constitution, Natural
management of fish. The State manages and allocates
fisheries to meet the biological, economic, and social
objectives outlined in the Constitution and in statute.
Should the Board deviate from the constitutional
intent regarding fisheries management the State Courts

are quick to point out their transgressions. Court cases

continued on page 5
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President’s Message

By Dick Bishop, AOC President

Time Flies When You're Having Fun

I guess I've had a ball because suddenly
it's nearly the New Year. What was I
doing a year ago? Oh, yes—Governor
Palin’s Fish & Game Transition Team.
I was honored to serve on that team as
co-chair along with Ken Johns. The 21
member team came from all over the
state and the majority of resource user
interests. The collective knowledge was
impressive.

The Team’s charge was to identify the most important fish and
game management issues and recommend actions to make things
better. Our working timeframe was short; the list was long and the
people were scattered and busy. But we got done and reported to
Governor Palin on Dec. 19, 2006. The Governor had a long day
listening to Teams from every state department.

Our Team agreed that 8 out of 29 identified issues were of
mutual interest and concern across the spectrum of users. Even 8
are too many to cover here so I'll pick and choose among those and
others that were, and are, of most concern to AOC.

Funding level for ADF&G: The team was concerned that
funding was inadequate for the last 10 years to maintain the
high quality of science-based professional management needed.
Subsequently the Legislature did provide funding for key predator-
prey management programs and for important salmon fisheries
research in northern Cook Inlet, among many other needed
programs, and the Governor approved the funding.

Board of Fisheries and Game member conflict of interest:
Commercial fisheries Team members believed the conflict of
interest prohibition on Fisheries Board members was too strict and
excluded some of the most knowledgeable people from serving on
the Board. While all team members agreed that it was an important
issue, some felt some restrictions were appropriate. The Game Board
did not seem to have a similar problem. The Legislature is taking up
the issue in HB15 which would somewhat relax the restrictions on
Board of Fisheries participation. HB15 is currently in House Rules
Committee and will probably be considered this coming session. AOC
has generally favored minimizing potential conflict of interest situations
on the Boards.

Dual Management with Federal Subsistence Board: State and
Federal laws relating to management and allocation of resources
differ considerably. Where and how each applies has been a source of
confusion and conflict for years. The Federal Subsistence Board has
contributed substantially to the problems affecting sound management
and rational allocations by playing fast and loose with its responsibilities
and authorities. This has negatively affected both rural and urban
resource users as well as state management of fish and game. “Part B”

of the issue suggested looking into ways to replace “dual management”
with a State managed program.The underlying cause of this dilemma is
Title VIII of ANILCA which not only unfairly discriminates but is poor

conservation law.
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Reinstatement of Fish & Wildlife Protection as a Division: AOC
objected to the elimination of the Protection Division and the resulting
loss of fish and game enforcement effort. The Boards of Fisheries and
Game heard that complaint all over the state. Their study of the issue
confirmed the problem. AOC and others had lobbied for return of
effective fish and game enforcement all through the political campaigns.
The Governor promised if elected, to fix it, and she did, almost before
the “ink was dry” on the Transition Team Report.

Return of Habitat Permitting Functions to ADF&G: ‘The

Transition Team unanimously supported this recommendation. AOC
had opposed the transfer of Habitat Division function and related
measures from ADF&G to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by
the Murkowski Administration. The Palin Administration is examining
the “pros and cons” of how the system is currently working. AOC is
waiting to see the analysis which should be out soon. AOC’s main
concern remains the appropriate maintenance of Alaska’s high quality

fish and game habitat.

Salary Studies / Retention (of Professional Staff): This is the “brain-

drain” issue. ADF&G’s
continued on page 3
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Which Side Are You On?

By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next
summer will have to again choose whether using
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers
is an acceptable practice. “Ballot Box Biology” is on
the table again. Recent statewide polls suggest that
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side
of the debate they favor. Less than five percent of those polled had no
opinion regarding aerial predator management.

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce
predation? FEither they are Alaskans who actually understand the
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics

of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice.

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical,
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall
sheep in Alaska. It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting,
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics. Those are not valid criteria by which to
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of
managing wildlife for human consumptive use. Instead they say “let
nature balance itself”. They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife
populations remain at low levels indefinitely. Pro-consumptive use
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed
for human use on a sustained yield basis.

Winter 2008

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife
management” debate to be on? Advocates on both sides know perfectly
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation
renders “big game management” just so many words.

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife
Conservation” — which has worked for over 100 years. This approach
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing
continued hunting opportunities. These opportunities have been
provided under state laws which provide for game management
including effective predator/prey management. History has shown
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can
deny that fact.

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife
resources. It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation.

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8,
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they
depend. W

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised
because State pay is not competitive — especially with Federal pay. The
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for
some time. In August 07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed
in on several. One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon
Management Policy as statute. So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fishing interests
predominate. Another issue is adequate sport fishing representation
on the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council. The Governor’s
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.

The Transition Team took a strong stand favoring effective predator
management, an issue AOC has supported. The Legislature in 2007
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator
management education program in recognition that most of the
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management
opponents. Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a
Congtressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team
are faring well, especially considering the high-profile oil and gas issues
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.
the chronic difficulties in fish and game management and allocation
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority.

However,

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and
traditional moose and duck hunting. We were lucky enough to find a
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.
With our fish and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s
plenty of firewood. We give thanks. l
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The Endangered Species Act

By Doug Vincent-Lang

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) was first passed by Congress in
1973. It’s purpose is “to provide a means whereby the ecosystems
upon which endangered and threatened species may be preserved

and to provide a program for the conservation of such endangered
o ¥

g and threatened species”. To date, the Act
has been used sparingly in Alaska. This
is largely the result of Alaska’s successful
management of its native species

and attendant ecosystems under our

constitutional sustained yield mandate.

To date only 15 species that are present
in Alaska have been listed under the ESA.
Species currently listed as endangered are

the Short-tailed albatross, Eskimo curlew,
Aleutian shield fern, Steller’s sea lion (western stock), Bowhead
whale, Fin whale, Humpback whale, North Pacific right whale, Blue
whale, Sei whale, and the Leatherback turtle. Species currently listed
as threatened include the Spectacled eider, Steller’s eider (Alaska
breeding population), Northern sea otter (southwest Alaska Distinct
Population Segment, DPS), and Steller sea-lion (eastern population).

In recent years, however, more species have been proposed for
listing under the ESA. For example, petitions have been filed
within the last 2 years to list several species as either threatened or
endangered under the ESA including the Polar bear, Black-footed
albatross, Yellow-billed loon, Cook Inlet beluga whale, Lynn Canal
herring, and the North Pacific right whale (as a separate DPS). In
addition, the Kittletz’s murrelet is under ongoing consideration.

The ESA mandates a specific process. The process begins
with a petition for consideration of listing. This can be done by
any individual or organization. Once a petition is received, the
responsible federal agency makes a determination if the petition
presents substantial scientific and commercial information indicating
that the petitioned action may be warranted. If the agency
determines there is not sufficient evidence, the petition is denied.
If, however, the agency determines there is sufficient evidence, then
the agency notices the public that a status review of the species
will be initiated. Once the status review is completed, the federal
agency makes a decision to list the species as either threatened or
endangered.

Once a decision to list is made, the federal agency then makes
a decision to designate critical habitat for the species. This is only
done after an economic review of likely impacts is conducted.
Finally, recovery plans are prepared with the goal of delisting.

Each of these steps allow for public comment and input. As the
primary trustee over Alaska’s fish and wildlife resources the ADF&G
is a key player in the process. We provide needed input into the

development of the status reviews. We also provide informed
opinions regarding whether or a listing decision is warranted.

The Department is also a key player in defining “critical
habitat” which is defined under the ESA as areas essential for the
“conservation” of the species in question. “Conservation” is defined
as using all means necessary to bring a species to the point it no
longer needs the protection of the Act. Critical habitat must be
designated for listed species on the basis of the best scientific data
available and after taking into consideration the economic impact,
and any other relevant impact, of designating a particular area as
critical habitat. The responsible federal agency may exclude an
area from designation if the agency determines that the benefits of
such exclusion outweigh the benefits of specifying an area as part of
critical habitat, unless it is determined, based on the best scientific
and commercial data available, that the failure to designate the area
will result in the extinction of the species concerned. Actions of the
Secretary in designating critical habitat are judicially reviewable.

The Department is also a critical player in the development and
implementation of recovery plans for listed species. Section 4(f)
of the ESA requires that recovery plans be developed for listed
species unless the agency finds that such a plan will not promote
conservation of the species. Recovery plans delineate reasonable
actions which are believed to be required to recover and/or protect
a listed species. They serve as a guide that delineates and schedules
those actions believed necessary to restore the listed species as a
viable, self-sustaining element of their ecosystem

Listing of a species along with the designation of critical habitat
and establishment of recovery plans triggers various regulatory
actions. For example, designation of critical habitat requires
“consultation” on federal actions (Section 7 consultation). The
designation process also provides necessary information for Section
10 permits and habitat conservation plans. The designation process
also provides information influencing land acquisition decisions.
Finally, the critical habitat designation process provides guidance for
non-federal landowners.

At the request of the governor, the legislature approved funds
for the formation of an ESA team within the Department of Fish
and Game. This team helps the state navigate the ESA process and
coordinates state comments within the ESA process. These funds
have allowed the state to provide input on the proposed listing of
Cook Inlet beluga whales, polar bears, and Lynn Canal herring. The
group is also working on comments for the black-footed albatross,

Yellow-billed loon, and North Pacific Right whales.

For further information, please contact Doug Vincent-Lang, Special
Projects Coordinator ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK
99518 * (907) 267-2339 * douglas.vincent-lang@alaska.gov M
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Who Has the Legal Right to Fish?

regarding fishery regulations are common.

The reason for a clear constitutional intent
regarding management of Alaska’s fisheries
arose from the salmon fisheries collapse caused
by over fishing during territorial days. Alaska’s
commercial salmon fisheries until statehood had
been controlled by absentee packing interests
under the federal management regime. The
Board of Fish and Game was created at statehood
to regulate fish and game uses consistent with

the Constitution.

By 1975 it became obvious that one board
deliberating on both fish and game issues
couldnt handle the work load. The board
was split into two, allowing the newly created
Board of Fisheries to deal with fish conservation
and allocation regulations. Around the same
time the Alaska Fish & Game Advisory
Committees were activated to try and increase

public participation and give local Alaskans a

continued from page 1

greater say in who got to fish, and how much

each user group could harvest.

Even with the statutory attempts of the 70’s
and 80s to emphasize that the Board pay
close attention to cultural and socio-economic
implications of their decisions on subsistence,
personal use and sport uses, the commercial
fisheries interests still remained dominant. The
December 1986 collapse of the Board of Fisheries
caused another round of scrutiny regarding
whether  the current Board structure could
adequately adopt regulations to assure sustained
yield management of fish stocks and make
balanced allocation decisions among the various

beneficial uses of Alaska’s fishery resources.

Upper Cook Inlet Finfish proposals up for
deliberation by the Board at their February 1-12,
2008 meeting in Anchorage have the potential
of being another pivotal point in the history of

Alaskan fisheries management. The board has an

Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5
AAC 21.363) that has been on the books for over
twenty-five years. It states that after the statutory
priority for subsistence has been satisfied “other
beneficial uses, to the extent they are consistent
with the public interest and overall benefit of
the people of Alaska will be allowed in order to
maximize the benefits of these resources.” The
board’s ability to determine what the public
interest for salmon in Upper Cook Inlet is and
how that will benefit the people of Alaska will
have alot to do with who gets the fish. The Board’s
justification for actions it may take to redistribute
current Upper Cook Inlet salmon allocations
among personal use, sport, guided sport, and
commercial fisheries will be closely scrutinized to
determine whether the Board follows statutory
direction (AS 16.05.251(e)), regarding changing
socio-economic characteristics of Alaskans living

in the Cook Inlet drainage.

Mandatory reports of the commercial

continued on page 11

Competing fisher‘men” in Katmai National Park.

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com
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D.C. v Heller & the 2nd Amendment

The Alaska Outdoor Council and its sister corporation the
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund (AFWCF)are
participating via an amicus brief in the US Supreme Court review
of the D.C. v Heller case involving 2nd Amendment individual
gun rights. In addition, the Sitka Sportsmen’s Association,
Territorial Sportsmen Inc, Juneau Gun Club, and Juneau Rifle
and Pistol Club anticipate participating.

Dick Heller’s challenge of certain District of Columbia’s
restrictive gun laws was upheld by a lower federal court. D.C.
chose to take the case to the Supreme Court. This is the first
serious Supreme Court review of 2nd Amendment interpretation
in about 70 years.

Wounded Warrior Fishing Trip

By Bruce Knowles

A group of guide boats departed Bo’s Fish Camp on the Kenai
River early on the 29th of August this year for a day’s silver salmon
fishing. Fishing had been good and we were eager to get started
but many of the guides were also concerned about the comfort of
their 40-plus passengers. These fishermen required special handling
because the majority of them were Wounded Warriors (both men
and women) from the Medical unit at Fort Richardson. They were
accompanied by doctors,
nurses, aids and family.
These had
been wounded in Iraq or

Afghanistan.

Warriors

Many of these fishers
had never fished in Alaska
and some had never caught
a fish. The plan was to fish
for four hours and return
to Bo’s Fish Camp where
hamburgers and hot dogs
with all the trimmings
and homemade
awaited. The genesis of

desserts

this adventure had come
from John Whitlatch, a
guide (Reel Adventure
Charters  907-252-7335)
on the Kenai River, and a
long time friend. He had
contacted all the guides
and gotten them to volunteer their time for this trip. He asked me
to help with the procuring food and other supplies to feed everyone.
I asked the Alaska Outdoor Council board to supply the funds. I
only had to wait a matter of hours until the funds were approved.
My wife cooked up several of her chocolate cakes. The rest of the

Jack McGee, a Juneau lawyer of long experience in state and
private practice, an advocate of the individual right to keep and
bear arms, and an active shooter, offered to prepare the amicus
brief supporting Heller's 2nd amendment rights arguments
without charge, if supporters would pay the printing costs. The
AFW(CEF Board agreed to pay the costs, estimated at $1000. On
hearing of the effort, the clubs mentioned above acted to join
also.

Other clubs and individuals may participate by making a tax
deductible donation ro the Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Fund, PO. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 &

food was purchased. I asked my son Lee to come down and help
me cook (his wife had made several dozen brownies). He had been
home from Afghanistan less than two months, and was more than
willing to make this a success.

By 1 o’clock the fishers were starting to return with silvers and
very large smiles from everyone. Before long a large fire had been
built and they were chowing-down on a wide assortment of food
including those desserts. Fishing tales were being swapped and
the discussion eventually turned to how some of them had been
wounded. I must say that some of this was very moving. Several
of my fellow veterans (from other wars) turned out to help cook
and take care of these young folks, and I know the volunteers had
as much fun as the young warriors. After about two or three hours
the warriors had packed up and headed back. Before they left they
asked when we were going to do it again.

I would like to thank all that helped with this very special
event, with a special thanks to everyone who donated their time,
equipment, the free use of the camp and the financial support so
this special event could take place. I have talked with several groups
and have pledges for support next year. I have talked to guides and
consumptive users about a similar trip next summer here in the
Matanuska—Susitna Valley. B

BOB MOLONEY

Proprietor

Pull Tabs

308 Wendell Avenue ® Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 ¢ (907) 456-5348
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Alaska OQutdoor Access Alliance

Annual Meeting / Potluck
January 26, 2008

Eagle River Lions Club

(Located across the intersection from the Eagle River Wal-Mart on Eagle River Loop Road)
Potluck and Silent Auction, Fun and Games at 5rm
gg%ﬁ A short Business meeting will be held at 4rm
“*‘53‘

Members and Member Organizations/Businesses
& their families are invited

We are looking for door prize items. If you have something to donate
please contact: Patti Barber @ 745-4446 or pkbarber @gci.net

2008 Juneau Banquet and Fundraiser
FEBRUARY 22ND, 2008

Ticket Cost: $40 per person or two tickets for $75
Ticket Information: Contact Ron or Jan at (907) 780-4812

Event Highlights: We will be raffling off a handmade rifle donated by Harry Keller of Juneau. Also
this year we will sell raffle tickets for the original picture done by Homer, Alaska artist Ed Tussey.
For both the rifle raffle and original painting raffle we will sell 250 tickets at $20 a ticket. Remember
we sell out fast.

Don’t miss our Bucket raffles, Hat raffles, Balloon raffles, Card raffles and more.

And as always we will have great items on both our silent and live auctions.

Banquet Highlights: Dinner will be a surf and turf meal catered by The Hangar.

Each table will also be provided two bottles of complimentary wine.

Grand Door Prize: Our Grand Door Prize is 2 award airline tickets, valued at $500 each—Donated
by the Hunter Heritage Foundation.
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-
Board of Fisheries Public Meetings on Upper Cook Inlet
Finfish Proposals Scheduled for January 30th, 2008
You can find the proposals at:
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/index.php
Members of the Board of Fisheries will hold public forums at two locations starting at 5:00pm in
preparation for the February 1-12, 2008 BOF meeting, at which time the BOF will be deliberating
on proposals effecting salmon management plans and salmon allocation between sport and
commercial fisheries for Upper Cook Inlet.
The public will be allowed to participated in these hearing in either:
WAsSILLA SoLpoTNA
Lake Lucille Best Western Soldotna Sports Center
1300 W. Lake Lucille Dr. 538 Arena Ave
\_
. ". e
Cart. PETE’S
Halibut & Salmon
WINTER KING SALMON CHARTERS PROCESS YOUR OWN
(907) 235-2911 + (907) 399-6002 oGrinders ePaper eMeat lugs
www.captpete.com eSpices & supplies  eScales
Homer, Alaska
ALASKA FEED COMPANY
1600 College Rd. Fairbanks 99709
Member of the Alaska Charter Association 451-5570 800-478-3333
8 www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org
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ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL

and the
ALASKA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FUND

cordially invite you to the

2008 Annual Meeting
FEBRUARY /TH - 107TH, 2008

AND

2008 Awards Banquet

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH, 2008

ANCHORAGE - MILLENNIUM HOTEL
Tentative Agenda: Thursday 2/7 - 6pm Evening Social
Friday 2/8 - 9am to 5pm AOC Issues, Panels and Speakers
Saturday 2/9 - 9am to 5pm Business Meeting and 6prm Award Banquet
Sunday 2/10 - Conclude Business Meeting and AOC Board Member Elections

We would like to have you participate!

Cut-here-and return-with payment

ORDER FORM Name:
__ Meeting Registration@ $25%__ Address:
__ Banquet Tickets @ $45 $ City: St Zip
Mail my tickets Phone:

Hold my tickets at the door

PAYMENT INFORMATION

I cannot attend but please accept my donation:

Check enclosed (make payable to AOC)

$ _AOC (not tax deductable) Credit Card: Total Charge $

$—AFW CF (tax deductable) Mastercard Visa
Card #:

I would like to become an AOC volunteer
Exp Date:
Signature:

Please Mail Form to AOC at PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707
Volume 16, Issue 11 9
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AOC 2008 Annual Meeting

By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) and Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund (AF&WCF) Member Club delegates and
individual members will gather in Anchorage on February 7th-10th of 2008 to determine the direction that AOC’s Board Members
and staff will pursue for the upcoming year.

A review of last year’s efforts will be presented along with an outlook of topics needing attention in the near future for the benefit
of AOC/AF&WCF membership. Numerous changes to the landscape regarding outdoor activities have occurred this past year and
many more changes are appearing on the horizon.

AOC Board Members and staff have spent a considerable amount of time and effort this last year working with the State
Administration, legislators, the departments of; Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Law, and the Boards of Fisheries and Game
on critical topics that directly effect the quality and quantity of Alaska’s renewable natural resources. Here are a few timely examples
of topics that directly affect AOCs purposes, as stated in the by-laws, which will be discussed at the 2008 Annual meeting:

1. Article 3. Purpose To perpetuate the natural resource base upon which member group activities depend;

*  Assuring adequate protection of fish and wildlife habitat by the State remains an outstanding issue due to changes in
the Division of Habitat.

*  Enforcement of regulations pertaining to allowable uses of off-road-vehicles still remains to be resolved in the legislative
process.

¢ Some salmon returns continue to come in under the management goals set for escapement. Other salmon runs show
declines in returns of size and age classes. Sustainable salmon management continues to be a major concern in certain
drainages around the state.

¢ Predator/prey management continues to be threatened by the lack of necessary funding to provide the level of scientific
data required to implement control programs. And once again the Anti-game management advocates have placed
another ballot initiative before voters to ban aerial predator management.

Access to Alaska’s natural resources on public lands remains an on going struggle in both the State and Federal systems. AOC Board
members and staff have participated in numerous land planning efforts to insure that representation of AOC membership is part
of the public process. Numerous times AOC and its Member Clubs have been the only voice advocating for continued motorized
access for riders, hunters, trappers, and anglers. Again, listed here are a few of the on going topics for Club delegates to discuss at
the 2008 Annual Meeting.

2. Article 3. Purpose To insure equality in access and use of these natural resources;

¢ DPublic access to State Marine Parks in SE, the Chitina dipnet fishery, Nelchina Basin motorized access, the Willow
Creek boat launch, motorized access by Snowmachines in SC State Parks.

*  Implementation of Tier II subsistence hunting along road connected areas of SC Alaska.
e Federal takeover of subsistence fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula.

The right to own and use firearms is another topic that has recently risen to national attention. The AOC Board members and
staff have been monitoring developments which have now placed the 2nd Amendment right before the U.S. Supreme Court. AOC
Delegates will be updated on the AFWCF’s legal efforts involving this important case and discussing further actions if necessary.

10 www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org
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Who Has the Legal Right to Fish? cosinved fom page 5

catch are compiled annually by the Division of Commercial Fisheries.
Catch and catch market value data are given to the Board. Unfortunately,
there is no program for providing the Board with comparable data on

sport fishing and other non-commercial fishing for Upper Cook Inlet.

Its up to individual anglers, sportfish groups, and other user groups to
make the Board aware of how their share of the salmon harvest in upper

Cook Inlet is of overall benefit to the people of Alaska.

The Board must consider the fact that the Upper Cook Inlet area is
now the fastest growing region and home to over half the population
of the State. The opportunity for the Board to obtain and analyze socio-
economic data by region has been nonexistent. Hopefully, current
efforts by ADF&G-Division of Sport Fish to provide accurate, current
information on the economic contributions of angler spending will
meet many of the Board’s needs. Unfortunately, results from the 2007
Sportfishing Economics Survey won't be available until December 31,

2008, too late for consideration at the February 2008 meeting.

Board of Fisheries decisions on escapement goals for salmon in
Upper Cook Inlet drainages will have a dramatic affect on who gets to
fish and how much they will be able to harvest. The Board will have
to decide whether concerns about over-escapement of sockeye salmon
into spawning areas in Kenai Peninsula drainages should take precedence
over meeting escapement goals of mixed stock salmon runs in Northern
District drainages. The outcome of their decisions on escapements will
allocate more salmon to either commercial intercept fisheries or to inriver

sport and personal use fishers.

In deciding on escapement goals, the Board has to decide how to apply
the two relatively new 2000-2001 (5 AAC 39.222 Sustainable salmon
fisheries policy and 5 AAC 39.223 Salmon Escapement Goals) major

policies that govern escapement goals. Changes that may occur to the

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

SPORTING GOODS
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Fishing for salmon just outside of Seward.

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Upper Cook Inlet Management Plans will be controversial. If the Board
chooses Biological Escapement Goals (BEG) that provide the greatest
potential for Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) for sockeye runs in Kenai
Peninsula rivers, the Board will have a tough time meeting Sustainable
Escapement Goals (SEG) for mixed stocks in the Northern District.
Sport and personal use fishing would also be affected .

In the past the Board has deferred to ADF&G when fisheries
conservation proposals dealt with sustained yield management. From
1974 to 1985 the board adopted 92% of the department regulatory
proposals that came to a vote. Similar rates of adoption have occurred
since. Now, with the current policies governing escapement goals, the

line between conservation and allocation of salmon stocks has become

blurred.

Whether the current Board can adequately adhere to the constitutional
mandates regarding conservation and allocation of fisheries resources will
be put to the test, again, at the February meeting on Upper Cook Inlet
Finfish. If you harvest fish in Alaska you may want to take the time to
attend and get involved, especially if you're one of the 470,000 Alaskans

who currently live in the Cook Inlet drainage. Il

Are you planning to reach your financial goals?
Call me today and I will help you get started.

“Your future is my focus.”
Investing. With a plan.

*Retirement Plans
«IRA’s ¢ Rollovers
*Education Funding

Rene Russ, cmrc WADDEL]_
Financial Advisor
I\/:at-SuIVaIIe;/II ST REFD

Financial Services®
Direct (907) 354-8864
rene@wradvisors.com

waddell.com * Member SIPC

800 East Dimond Blvd., Ste 3-350
Anchorage, AK 99515
(907) 349-3559
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Save a Tree...

...Save a Tree ...Save your Landfill ...Save Tons of Mail from being sent to Alaska

Go to the Catalog Choice website: http://www.catalogchoice.org/ and delete all those catalogues you receive but
don’t want.

I have deleted our assorted names from the mailing lists of 44 catalogues just in the last few weeks. It’s quick
and easy.

- Mary Bishop, Fairbanks.

Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska starts up
The Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas in Alaska (CACFA) is up and running. Members, including

Presiding Officer Rick Halford, met in December to work on organizational issues.

Representative Mike Kelly, sponsor of the legislation, HB 87, to recreate the Commission, thanked the members
for their willingness and expertise and wished them well in their work. Rep. Kelly reiterated the importance of
the Commission making itself accessible to all citizens and interested parties whose activities occur on federal
public lands. With 60% of the state owned by federal agencies it’s clear that Alaskans’ lives are often affected by
federal management.

The duties of CACFA are clearly defined in statute, AS.41.37.220. The Commission is to assist individual
Alaskans in dealings with federal land management agencies, by both understanding federal laws and their
Congressional intent governing use of federal areas, and by providing a forum for addressing problems that
individuals encounter with the laws or their application by the agencies.

For information on CAFCA, contact Ms Melanie Lesh, Special Asst., DNR, 400 Willoughby Ave., Suite 500, Juneau,
AK 99801. Phone: (907)465-4730, Fax: (907) 465-3886

TONYRUSS.COM
BOOKS ABOUT ALASKA
BY ALASKANS

(007) 235-4114 - " Homer, Alaska

(Bo6) 234-4144 M/V Ashtikan

N )

HUNT ALASKA NOW
“The Best Hunting
Book I've Ever Read!”
_— TONY@TONYRUSS.COM
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Charles Green (on the right), Winner of the 2007 AOC Raffle, collects his prize at Boondock Sporting Goods in Eagle River from Don Hanks.

- Thanks to all those who joined to help AOC’s efforts by - The Fairbanks 24th annual fundraising auction for the Fund
becoming members during the 2007 Winter Membership and Council was attended by 475 people in early November.
Drive. Special thanks to our sponsors and congratulations to Thanks
our prize winners: to all the
First Prize winner: Charles Green donors,

o ‘ volunteers
Second Prize winner: Myles TenBroeck of Eagle River and guests
Third Prize winner: Carl Hanson of Eagle River for making
ita grand

- Congratulations to Paul Metz winner of the Fairbanks Rifle AT
Raffle, and thanks to Alcan Builders for their donation of the Sige
Ruger MkII .338 Win Mag again.

r N ([ VERA
g o s BANQUET EMERALD ISLE
nps OF ¥
IN FAIRBANKS
FOR INFORMATION ON NRA BANQUET WASHINGTON PLAZA, RIVER MALL,

L L AL QUETS 2110 BADGER ROAD, GOLD RUSH SALOON,
Visit the official website for more information FRONTIER LOUNGE, BADGER DEN,
WWW.Nnra alas ka .com TESORO MALL, REFINERY LOUNGE

\_ J L CONTACT 479-5821 FOR MORE INFO!
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AOC Sustaining Business Members

Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!

INTERIOR

Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff Alling
PO Box 70752

Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. John P. Bast, DDS
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709

jbast@acsalaska.net

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701

479-2206

452-4288

Frontier Outfitters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6

Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Gundersen Painting Inc.

Gary & Deborah Gundersen

758 Old Richardson Hwy

Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings.
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Metle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200

Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter

PO Box 80293

Fairbanks, AK 99709
mpotter@alaska.net
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in
industrial controls.

479-3523

Pacific Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen

PO Box 81906

Fairbanks, AK 99708
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
www.pacrimgeol.com

Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and
Eastern Russia.

458-8951

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine

1500 Alaska Way

Fairbanks, AK 99709
baja@gci.net

Serving the Interior since 1974.

479-3046

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain

HC 62, Box 5740

Delta Junction, AK 99737
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash

Jerry Timmons

Westside at University and Airport

1295 University Avenue

Eastside at 720 Old Steese

Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.
Affordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

895-4157

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz

PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708

dave.stutz@alaska.com

WRAM

Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL

Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC

Ron McAlpin

PO Box 809

Soldotna, AK 99669

sales@AkRange.com

www.AkRange.com

Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme
conditions of the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat

PO Box 874867

Wasilla, AK 99687
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com

455-6332

479-5588

235-3736

376-9568

Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets”

— durable five function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings

860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654

jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

982-2183

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman

2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com

Custom fish and game processing. Retail-wholesale-gift packages.
Alaska Vision Clinic

Bret Miknich, OD
2702 Gambell Street, Suite 102

562-3636

Anchorage, AK 99503 272-7211
B-J’s Services, Inc.

Robert Jenski

932 South Colony Way

Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050

www.b-jservices.com

Complete automotive repair and diagnostics. Retail sales of
firearms and ammunition.

Benjamin I. Whipple, Attorney At Law
481 W Arctic Avenue

Palmer, AK 99645

Adoptions and personal injury.

745-1776

Captain Pete’s Alaskan Experience
Pete or Debra Wedin

PO Box 3353

Homer, AK 99603
pete@captpete.com
Wwww.captpete.com

Attitude makes the difference.

235-2911

Century Dental Center
Dr. Patrick Dorman, DDS
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302

Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve

PO Box 155

1000 Deshka Landing Road

Willow, AK 99688

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., DDS
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503

p-locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508

bundtzen@alaska.com

Dr. Roland E. Grower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603

www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides

Andy Couch

PO Box 155

Palmer, AK 99645
fishing@fish4salmon.com
www.fish4salmon.com

Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.

GES, Inc.

T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of vilfield drilling & production,
liquids & solids; dry well injection of solids & fluids.
Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

354-3374

561-8573

561-4362

279-3564

235-6204

376-3687

398-1194

688-4337

Palmer Machinery Company

Monte Goodrich

1226 S Chugach Street

Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet,
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfitters, Inc.
Joe Prax

PO Box 1090

141 Galena Street

Valdez, AK 99686
iprax@alaska.net

www. prospectoroutfitters.com
Team CC

491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654

13140 Iris Way

Eagle River, AK 99577

info@teamcc.com

835-3858

357-3200
694-3200

Www.teamcc.com

True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton

PO Box 3082

Kodiak, AK 99615
jimhkodiak@gci.net

www.truenorthfishing.com

486-5188
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AOC Member Clubs

ABATE of Alaska Anchorage Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston
ABATE of Chugiak Chugiak Interior Airboaters Association Fairbanks
AIM-COMM Fairbanks Interior Alaska Gun Dog Association Fairbanks
Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition Fairbanks Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association Fairbanks
Alaska ATV Club Anchorage Juneau Alaska Billfish Association Juneau
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer Juneau Gun Club Juneau
Alaska Boating Association Anchorage Juneau Rifle and Pistol Club Juneau
Alaska Charter Association Homer Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association Palmer Mat-Su Motor Mushers Wasilla
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Anchorage McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifle Club  Eagle River
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage
Alaska Rifle Club Anchorage Ruffed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks
Alaska State Snowmobile Association Anchorage Ruffed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Palmer
Alaska Waterfowl Association Anchorage Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter Soldotna
Alaskan Bowhunters Association, Inc. Wasilla Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association Sitka
Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks Sitka Sportsman’s Association Sitka
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana Slana Alaskans Unite Slana
Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage South Peninsula Sportsman Association Homer
Cook Inlet Sportfishing Caucus Willow Tanana Valley Rifle & Pistol Club Fairbanks
Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association Fairbanks Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau
ENAWS/Alaska Chapter Anchorage Tok Shooters Association Tok
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Large Back, w/ front pocket ~ $150

() AOC TRADING POST (&

Front pocket only $100
TRADING POS T ORDER FORM Qty $ Owed
O AOC LOGO JACKET fron t___ front & back___ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ AOC HATS $13
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ khaki / black / charcoal / loden green
O AOC HATS (color )
O AOC LAPEL PIN | || |
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ AOC LAPEL PINS $3
O AOC BEAR SPONSOR PRINT
O AOC MOUNTAIN GOAT PRINT ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
O ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ AOC SPONSOR PRINT
BOOK: WOLVES OF ALASKA Bear-Limited Edition “Alaska Outdoor Council
S Print”
O BOOK: SHEEP HUNTING ALASKA | | | | woned by Ed Mils. 840
O BOOK: THE QUEST FOR DALL SHEEP ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ AOC MT. GOAT PRINT $40
NAME: Signed by Ed Mills
ADDRESS:
PAYMENT: Check __ Visa/MC: = = = Exp: - =
b “Wolves of Alaska.” $20
SIGNATURE: “'"'l—:% Author Jim Rearden, 321 pages.
! irfg-'h | A fact based saga set in GMU 20.

“The Quest-Dall Sheep” $20 F ; Sheep Hunting Alaska . {323
Ny <~ | Author Tony Russ. 2nd Edition.
Author Jack Wilson. (i = N X
. “| A “must” for serious sheephunters.
P e
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Alaska Fish and Wildlife Federation and Outdoor Council Non-Profit Org
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund US Postace "
PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 &
P: (907) 455-4262 F: (907) 455-6447 PAID
www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org Anchorage, AK

aoc@alaska.net Permit #537
“Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours”
Check mailing label for
membership expiration.
Please renew today!
If you are not getting AOC
E-mail alerts — E-mail us at
aoc@alaska.net
AOC Membership Application
| WOULD LIKE TO:
NAME #1: O Renew my membership
ADDRESS: O Become a new member
O Make a donation
SRR AL s MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:
E-Mail O Annual Individual ~ $25 O Annual Family ~ $30
NANE 72 O 3-year Individual ~ $60 O 3-year Family ~ $70
ADDRESS: O 5-year Individual $100 O 5-year Family  $110
OPTIONAL:  Ph Fax. O Club Membership ~ $50 annual
E-Mail- O Sustaining Business $150 per year
PAYMENT: O Check O Visa/MC: ) ) ) 2 QO Life Membership $400 one time
SIGNATURE: O Lobbying Donation  $
For membership and lobbying donations, please make payable to “AOC”. For education O Education Donation  $

donations, please make payable to “AFWCF”. Lobbying donations are not tax deductible;
education donations are tax deductible. Mail to PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707. TOTAL: §






