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Schedule of
Upcoming Events:

May 3  Fairbanks     
 Friends of NRA Dinner/Auction  452-8431

May 4 Anchorage
Alaska Chapter; Safari Club 

 International Annual Meeting  745-3772

May 13, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
  Eagle River VFW
 AOAA Meeting

May 17, 11am- 4pm Fairbanks      
AK Dept. Fish & Game: 1300 College Rd

 Kid’s Fish & Game Fun Day  459-7205

May 17, 10am; 2pm BBQ Knik PUA      
 Jim Creek Cleanup  222-7676

May 29-30 Wasilla/Anchorage
Midnight Sun Charity Shootout & Banquet 

745-6166 

June  Fairbanks
 AK Conservation Camp 3 M-F Camps

Registration NOW Open     
www.aimcomm.org or 479-2340
(see page 15 for more details)

June 5, 7pm- 9pm Eagle River VFW      
 Alaska ATV Club Meeting

June 10, 6:30-8:30pm 
  Eagle River VFW
 AOAA Meeting

July 11-13 Fairbanks
 Fairbanks Retriever Club AKC Field Trial

488-1264 

June 13-15 Fairbanks
 Fairbanks Retriever Club AKC Hunt Tests 

488-1264

August 8-10  Juneau
 Golden North Salmon Derby  790-2920

August 26  Statewide
 Primary Election: State & Federal Elections

Ballot Initiatives
http://www.elections.alaska.gov

 

For schedules see: 
Alaska Boards of Fisheries & Game
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us

       
Federal Subsistence Board Schedule

http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/deadline.cfm

BLM Making Plans for a BIG Bite of Alaska:
Eastern Interior RMP Underway 

By Executive Director Rod Arno & Mary Bishop

Public access regulations for residents to trails 
on and across BLM lands in a large area of 
the state will be determined in a planning 
process now underway by BLM.  Trail access 
for motorized, non-motorized, horse, ORV, 
etc. users will be a part of the planning.  
Likewise, allowed river access and use by 
recreational and commercial users will be part 
of the plan.  “It will identify lands available 
for certain uses, along with any restrictions 
on those uses, and will identify lands closed 
to certain uses.”

! e general public has until July 1, 2008 
to submit comments helping shape the 
alternatives for the Resource Management 
Plan (RMP).   Early next year, when these 
Draft alternatives or options to the RMP are 
made public, there is very little change that 
we, as the public, can put into eff ect. 

Take Action: Participate in the process.  
Email AOC’s Executive Director Rod Arno 
at aoc@alaska.net if you would like to be on 
an AOC committee for the next year or two 
helping to formulate the fi nal RMP. 

More Information on the Eastern Interior 
Planning Area can be found on the BLM website: 
www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/east_int_rmp.html 

Background: Public “scoping” meetings were held in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Tok and Delta Junction 
during April.  Others will be held in May and June.  ! e planning process began in February of this year; 
the draft alternatives will be formulated during October-December of this year and made public for review 
and comment in 2009.
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and the Alaska Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Fund.Notes & Quotes 

From “Here and There”, 

“Back When” and “Now”

Regarding Alaska’s land conveyances (see 
story on 17(b) easements). “For whatever 
reasons, much bureaucratic ineffi  ciency 
has come between the people of Alaska…
and the land that was promised to us 
both at statehood and in 1971 when the 

Alaska Native Claims Settlement was passed”. 
…Gov. Jay Hammond, Aug. 12, 1977.  Testimony, House Merchant Marine 
& Fisheries Comm., subcommittee on fi sheries, wildlife, and environment.

Regarding subsistence:  “Now ‘subsistence’ is but one more prime 
example of one of those labels which can be read from many angles.  
I have equated the word ‘subsistence’ to the word pornography:  
no one can defi ne it, but we all know it when we see it”. 
… Gov. Jay Hammond, August 12, 1977, same testimony

“I believe the issue could be defused by amending the subsistence 
statute to grant preference only where resources were insuffi  cient 
to meet the quantifi able “needs” of those truly most dependent.  
Imperfect yardstick though it is, income level may be the best and 
most acceptable “need” measure.  “Customary and traditional” 
usage, on the other hand, defi es defi nition, much less measure”. 
… Gov. Jay Hammond, State of the State address, Jan. 12, 1982 

“In our villages, I see mostly government-built homes.  Some 
people do what they can to catch a few fi sh, maybe get a moose 
and very few are setting traps.  I see an increasing dependence on 
government handouts:  housing, energy assistance, food stamps, 
and welfare.  In comparison to when I was younger, when people 
really depended on the land to survive, there is very little activity 
on that land today.”
…Sidney Huntington of Galena, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 4/13/08

Regarding wolf management:  “In short and crude terms, 
the number of people who love wolves has increased, but the 
number of those who understand its ecological context has 
probably decreased.  From the excesses of indiscriminate wolf 
killing, we often moved to excesses of wolf protection…after 
decades of advocacy for wolf conservation using all possible 
means to sell the goal of wolf recovery, it is now necessary to start 
advocating for compromise between wolf and human interest.”
...L. David Mech and Luigi Boitani,  “Wolves: Behavior, Ecology & 
Conservation” 2003

In Wyoming federal agents are aerial shooting wolves after 
receiving a permit from the State.     “…the federal government 
received a kill permit from the state… ! e US Fish and Wildlife 
Service killed 63 wolves in Wyoming last year…”
 …Fairbanks Daily News Miner, April 10, 2008,  AP, Lander, WY

“Oh, the times, they are a changin”
…  Bob Dylan   §
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Rates based on camera ready copy. Scanners available. Electronic copy 
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designation. 10% discount for AOC Members, 10% discount for ad package. 

Send payment to AOC, POB 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707. 

Contact (907) 376-2913. 



Spring 2008

Volume 17, Issue 1 3

 By Rod Arno, AOC Executive Director

Like it or not, maintaining our outdoor lifestyle 
is a political endeavor.  It would be nice if 
we could just go about our hunting, fi shing, 
trapping and enjoying the experiences Alaska 
has to off er, but “they” just won’t leave us alone.  
When the state legislature gavels into session we 
never know what we’re going to get, or where it’s 

going to come from.  We could defi ne a “good year” as a legislative 
session where nothing happens.  Fortunately, there are a number 
of people in the legislature who enjoy the Alaska outdoor lifestyle 
and look after us.

After watching the Board of Fish neglect escapement shortfalls 
in the Yentna River drainage, the legislature expressed their lack 
of confi dence in the board by establishing an Upper Cook Inlet 
Task Force to examine the problems.  Senators Lyda Green and 
Charlie Huggins started the task force in the Senate; Represen-
tatives Bill Stoltze and Mark Neuman put the fi nishing touches 
on in the House.  AOC 
looks forward to a forum 
where our members can 
speak directly to legislative 
leaders about the board’s 
failed process, their lack 
of attention to sustain-
ability, and their failure 
to recognize demographic 
and social changes in 
making allocation deci-
sions.  Membership on 
the task force will include 
fi ve senators and fi ve 
representatives.  As we 
went to press there was 
no word on who might be 
appointed, or when they 
would meet, but we’ll keep 
you informed.

! e other good news in 
the fi sheries area is the 
failure of the Board of Fish Confl ict of Interest bill.  Com Fish 
legislators have been trying for years to allow members of the Board 
of Fish to serve even if they have a confl ict of interest.  AOC has 
always opposed this bill, and we’ve stopped it before.  ! is year 
AOC members can thank Senator Lesil McGuire for holding the 
bill in her committee.  AOC wants to see fi sh board members who 
want to serve for the public interest, not their own interest.

Legislators also addressed key game management issues.  At the 
AOC annual meeting delegates voted to support HB 256/SB 176 
– the bills sponsored by AOC member Governor Sarah Palin 
combining the laws on predator control and aerial shooting.  ! e 
bill passed the House with good support but ended up languishing 

and fi nally dying in the Senate Judiciary Committee, chaired by 
Senator Hollis French, an Anchorage Democrat.  

Another bill supported by the delegates was SB 306/HB348, 
legislation defi ning wildlife as an asset of the state.   Courts have 
already ruled that fi sh are an asset.  ! e senate bill passed on 
adjournment day, thanks to help from the sponsor, Sen. Charlie 
Huggins.  Representative Wes Keller, sponsor of the house bill, 
also helped keep the ball moving.  ! e anti’s promised a lawsuit 
over this one, so stand by.

Along with legislation AOC members and clubs had an interest 
in a number of capital budget appropriations.  Some of the most 
important are: $388,000 for completion of the Juneau Indoor 
Shooting Range; $340,000 for site selection, planning, design 
and construction of a Mat Valley Shooting Range; $245,000 
for the Tanana Valley Shooting Range and Clubhouse; $25,000 
for Petersburg Shooting Range improvements, and $3,100,000 

for Sportfi sh Recreational 
Boating Access.   Even though 
this money was appropriated 
by the legislature, it can still 
be cut out of the budget 
by the Governor.  If you 
support these projects, call 
the Governor’s offi  ce at 
465-3500 and let her know.

One of the most controversial 
issues in the budget was 
funding for construction 
of new fi sh hatcheries in 
Anchorage and Fairbanks.  
! e legislature funded these 
projects two years ago, but 
constructions costs have 
risen so dramatically that the 
amount appropriated would 
not have completed the 
projects.  ! e legislature 
initially appropriated $62 

million dollars for the projects; in the capital budget for the 
upcoming fi scal year the legislature appropriated another $70.6 
million.  Construction of the Fairbanks hatchery is expected to 
begin fi rst, as site preparation has already begun.

! is was the fi rst time the legislature had to work within the new 
90-day session limit approved by voters in the fall 2006 general 
election.  In order to get their work done on time legislators moved 
bills through the system much faster.  Luckily, AOC members and 
clubs were quick to respond to our alerts so we could make our 
voice heard.  We look forward to continuing our work with our 
legislature so you can pass your outdoor traditions on to your kids 
and grandkids.   § 

2008 Legislative Session Wrap Up

Photo courtesy of Foy Nevers

These fellows have “stepped up to the plate”, working hard to protect your outdoor interests – 
The Council and Fund Boards of Directors and Executive Director

Back row:  Foy Nevers, Sitka;  Ex. Dir. Rod Arno, Palmer;  Dave Ausman, Anchorage;  Todd Clark, Anchorage
Front row: President Dick Bishop, Fairbanks;  Byron Haley, Fairbanks;  Wayne Nicolls, Juneau;  Tom Lamal, Fairbanks.

Not present:  Patrick Valkenburg, Fairbanks
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Most small non-profi t special interest outfi ts are perennially 
challenged by shortages of volunteers and dollars.  Folks’ 
interests wax and wane depending on the importance of 
current issues to them.  

Every once in a while there’s someone who makes a 
commitment to conservation and sticks with it through thick 
and thin.  One of those people is Byron Haley.

Byron came to Alaska from Duluth in April 1948 after Navy 
service in World War II.  He and a buddy cranked up his old 
truck and headed North.  Soon after reaching Fairbanks, 
Byron went to work for the Alaska Railroad.  He stuck with 
the ARR for 30 years, working his way up from brakeman 
to conductor to yardmaster and eventually to General 
Yardmaster in Fairbanks by the time he retired in 1978.

All during this 
time Byron was 
an avid fi sher and 
hunter, and still is.  
When the salmon 

Byron Haley - “Anchorman”
 By Richard Bishop, AOC President

run in Susitna River tributaries, 
Byron’s there.  Long an active 
dipnetter, he is President of the 
Chitina Dipnetters Association.  
After salmon fi shing, he’s off 
to his cabin on the Goodpaster 
River looking for moose.  A 
few years ago he was a key 
“crewman” in his partner’s 
successful Delta bison hunt.  For 
nearly 20 years Byron served 
on the Fairbanks Fish & Game 
Advisory Committee, 15 years 
as secretary.

Byron’s not one of your fl ashy 
orators, but he’s a stickler for 
getting the facts and making sure they’re known to fi sh and 
game boards, agencies, legislators and his fellow volunteers.  

When AOC reorganized in 1983, we also established the 
Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund with its Trustee 
program.  Byron signed up as a Trustee.  At the time, Trustees 
pledged to donate $1,000 per year.

This year, 2008, marks Byron’s 25th year as 
a Trustee and Byron has faithfully kept that 
pledge every single year.  Even though the 
minimum Trustee donation in recent years was 
reduced to $250, Byron has continued his 
annual $1000 donation.  Practically no other 
member has matched his fi nancial support of 
the Trust Fund, and none have matched his 
long-term, consistent support.

Like his steady fi nancial support, Byron 
has worked for AOC and the Fund 
as a Fund Board member, Trustee 
Advisory Board Vice-Chair and on all 
kinds of volunteer jobs during those 

25 years. He’s accomplished all of this with good 
   humor, diplomacy and respect for others, including those 
with whom he may not agree.

Thank you, “Old Salt”, for being our “Anchorman”!!!   §

BLM Eastern Interior Field Manager Lenore Heppler explained 
the purpose for these meetings as an “informal process of two-
way information sharing and gathering between the BLM and the 
public.  It gives the public a signifi cant voice and opportunity to 
help shape and direct the BLM planning process.”

! e results of the planning process determine the actions BLM 
will take on federal lands within an 8 million acre area depicted in 
yellow on front page map.    ! e planning area includes, in part, 
these federally designated areas.

� White Mts. National Recreation Area 
� Steese National Conservation Area 
� Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve 
� Beaver Creek National Wild River 
� Birch Creek National Wild River 
� Fortymile National Wild & Scenic River 
� Parts of Yukon Flats NWR 
� Parts of the Tetlin NWR    §

BLM Making Plans for a BIG Bite of Alaska: Eastern Interior RMP Underway   continued from page 1

Photos courtesy of Rob Hams
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  By Patrick Valkenburg, AOC Vice-President (Interior) 

Together, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) in 
1971 and the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA) in 1980 caused a great upheaval in the way Alaskans 
view land and in the way wildlife in rural areas can be managed 
to benefi t people. Like all major upheavals there has been a mix 
of positive and negative consequences, many of which were not 
foreseen when these laws were contemplated and eventually 
passed. Many Alaskans who experienced Alaska during the 
1960s and 1970s view that period as the “good old days” when 
the land was wild and Alaska’s relatively small population had 
great personal freedom to use it for subsistence, recreation, and 
profi t. State management agencies like the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game did not have to be concerned about land 
ownership—land was largely either BLM managed or state 
owned and the concept of state management of resident wildlife 
was unchallenged.  

Although passed in 1971, the initial eff ects of ANCSA were 
subtle and changes in land status were slow to occur, but the law 
has gradually resulted in a paradigm shift in how Native people 
view the land and in how other Alaskans are aff ected. Previously, 
Native people did not view land as a commodity or something 
that could be owned but as something that was entrusted to 
people for sustenance. ANCSA forced a change to mainstream 
American ideas of private ownership, trespass concerns, profi t 
making, and control. Many older Native people were not 
comfortable with those changes and opposed ANCSA from the 
beginning for those reasons. 

Although that battle is over now, controversy over the eff ects 
of this changed land ethic will continue for many years. In 
Southeast Alaska, for example, a younger generation of Native 
Alaskans is unhappy with the way regional and village corporations 
engaged in early, poor and unsustainable logging practices to 
maximize short-term income. In Interior Alaska, in recent years, 
village and regional corporations have taken measures to keep 
non shareholders off  Native lands. Popular moose hunting areas 
around Manley Hot Springs used for generations by both Native 
and non native Manley residents were recently closed to trespass 
by non shareholders. Even remote, undeveloped corporate 
lands in the Brooks Range have been closed to trespass. It 
will be years before these confl icts play out and appropriate 
compromises and solutions may be reached.

! e eff ects of ANILCA were much more sudden than those 
of ANCSA but they have been no less traumatic, especially for 
older Alaskans who remember the good old days of the 1960s 
and 1970s. Unnecessary closure of hunting in huge areas of the 
Wrangell Mountains and Brooks Range as National Parks will 
rankle many Alaskans for life. 

! e imposition of the unwieldy and ineffi  cient dual wildlife 
management system is one of the major unforeseen negative 
consequences of ANILCA that seems to defy logic (and 
resolution).

However, rather than continue to dwell on the negative 
consequences of ANCSA and ANILCA, I think it time for 
Alaskans to come together and take advantage of possibilities 
that these laws have presented by creating programs that will 
benefi t all Alaskans and perhaps one day lead to solutions to 
some of the more intractable problems. 

One area that we might be able to make real progress in is wildlife 
management in rural Alaska.

One of the benefi ts that Native people hoped to gain from ANCSA 
was greater control and involvement in management decisions 
on lands in the immediate vicinity of villages. Most of these 
lands are now owned by village or regional corporations and non 
shareholders are generally not permitted to hunt there except on 
the state-owned navigable waters that pass through them (below 
the ordinary high water level). However, wildlife management 
decisions on those lands are entirely the responsibility of the Alaska 
Board of Game and ADF&G. Traditionally, and because of cost 
and lack of personnel, ADF&G has not focused management 
eff orts on a scale that small. ! ere are some exceptions, like the 
experimental management program at McGrath, and local Fish 
and Game Advisory Committees have provided useful local 
input, but there is a growing frustration in the bush that village 
lands are not delivering the tangible benefi ts or the sense of local 
control and involvement that were envisioned with the passage 
of ANCSA and ANILCA.

One approach would be for the Board of Game and the Legislature 
to delegate some of the responsibility for management and 
administration to local government entities. ! e exact structure 
of such programs will require considerable thought to make them 
provide what local people want, yet maintain the protections 
aff orded to all Alaskans under the common use clause of the 
state constitution. 

One idea would be for the Board of Game to designate areas 
around villages as “Village Wildlife Management Areas” and 
use existing regulatory mechanisms like Community Harvest 
Quotas with long seasons to accommodate local uses. Local 
governments could be given administrative responsibility 
for monitoring harvest (with oversight by ADF&G), and the 
Board could provide villages with discretionary and transferable 
“landowner permits” for hunting, similar to those provided to 
large land holders in the lower 48 states. 

Wildlife Management in Rural Alaska — 
Getting Beyond ANILCA & ANCSA Controversies

continued on page 6
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In some cases, the federal government is already funding local 
wildlife management programs by providing grants to tribal 
governments for wildlife surveys and other management 
activities. So far, these programs have met with mixed success 
because the federal grant process is cumbersome and burdened 
with paperwork. In addition, a fundamental fl aw with these 
federal grants is that although the federal government provides 
the money, the state has the responsibility for management of 
wildlife and harvest on private lands.

! e initial funding for new programs for village wildlife 
management would likely require some general fund money 
from the state and/or federal government and help from ADF&G 
in developing basic wildlife management plans. Obviously, 
a major long-term goal for such programs would be fi nancial 
sustainability. To maintain as much local control as possible, it 

 By Richard Bishop, AOC President
 
Do you have favorite trails and access points to them and to 
rivers and lakes?  Do you know if those trails and access points are 
on lands selected by Native Corporations?  Public lands may be 
inaccessible when no easement goes through Corporate land.

! e public has already lost several popular access points as lands 
were conveyed by the state and feds to private ownership.  ! e 
public must express interest in retaining traditional public access 
routes.  

17(b) easements are public access rights reserved to the 
United States on lands conveyed to Village or Regional Native 
Corporations through the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA).  ! eir purposes are to provide “…a full right of public 
use and access for recreation, hunting, transportation, utilities, 
docks, and other such public purposes…”

BLM is holding public meetings around the state on 17(b) 
easements across Native Regional and Village Corporation lands. 
! e meetings are to inform people of the process and get input 
before deciding which lands are conveyed and which easements 
will be reserved for public use.  Currently, easements on Ahtna 
selected lands are under review.  Next are Doyon lands.

Reports exist of Corporations posting popular traditional trails 
and trailheads with signs that imply the trails and adjacent lands 
are off  limits because of Corporation land selections.  Some people 
have been convinced to go elsewhere.  However, BLM points 
out on its website that “public lands” includes not only federal, 
state, and municipal lands (and waters) but “also includes lands 
selected by, but not conveyed to, a Native Corporation”.  Signs 
suggesting otherwise are a deceptive disservice to the public.

Take Action:  Call BLM.  Ask how to convey your views on 
17(b) easements for Ahtna and Doyon selected lands — and 
when public meetings are planned.   BLM phone numbers are 
Anchorage 267-1203; Glennallen 822-3217 and Fairbanks 

474-2251.  For general info on 17(b) easements - 
www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/lands_realty/17b_easements.html 

Background:  ANCSA, Section 17(b) authorized the easements.  
Years ago, the Joint Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission 
identifi ed most of the trails and sites being considered now.  
BLM is responsible for deciding what specifi c access routes or 
sites should be reserved, and is required to consider the public’s 
interest as well as corporate interests.

17(b) easements must go to and from public areas, such as from 
a highway to a public lake, river, or piece of state or public land.  
! ey don’t provide hunting, fi shing or trapping rights on the 
easement or on lands they cross.  ! ey are important because 
large blocks of Native Corporation selected lands line many 
miles of highways, rivers, and other established public access.  
Without access through lands conveyed to Corporations, the 
public may not be able to exercise the “full right of public access 
and use” of public federal and state lands and waters mandated 
by ANCSA.

Like any private landowner, Native Corporations are concerned 
about how public easements aff ect their interests.  ! e 
Corporations regularly inform BLM of their preferences, which 
may or may not accommodate the general public’s interest.

Congress passed “! e Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act of 
2004” to “get ‘er done” on conveying federal lands to Native 
Corporations as mandated by the 1971 ANCSA.  Conveyance 
of state land selections authorized by the 1958 Alaska State Act 
are also expedited.  All these selections, plus Native allotments, 
are mandated to be done by the end of 2009.  Once federal lands 
are offi  cially transferred to Regional and Village Corporations, it 
will be virtually impossible to establish 17(b) easements through 
those lands.   §

would be best if the money for these programs and local salaries 
could be generated locally. One mechanism for doing this might 
be the sale of some “landowner permits” to outside hunters to 
generate the money to run the program. It would be important 
that most of the money generated by these permits goes to the 
community and not to individuals.

Whatever the exact mechanism for providing better village 
wildlife management programs, it is clear that the state needs to 
address this issue soon. ! e potential long-term benefi ts to all 
Alaskans are huge, and successful village wildlife management 
programs could help reduce the confl icts over use of remote state 
and federal public lands. Now that the land ownership system in 
Alaska has changed forever, it is time for the state to embrace the 
change and modify its management practices for the benefi t of 
its new large private landholders and others.   §

ANCSA 17(b) Easements:  Can you get there from here?

Wildlife Management in Rural Alaska — Getting Beyond ANILCA & ANCSA Controversies    continued from page 5
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Knik River Update
 By Todd Clark, AOC Vice-President (Southcentral)

Representatives of AOC and the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance 
have spent thousands of hours working with our legislators and 
DNR to preempt suggested closures and regulations in the Knik 
River Area.  ! e Knik River Public Use Area legislation passed 
in 2006 and is designed to give OHV compatible management 
guidelines to DNR.  However, DNR has not currently included 
enough of our management ideas in the plan and in spite of the 
legislation has included several undesirable restrictions to current 
motorized activities.

Take action:  Written comment is due at 5 pm on Friday, May 
2nd.  We need comment from our members that emphasizes the 
following:

• ! e Trail Management Plan (TMP) of the Knik River PUA 
Management Plan needs to defi ne the general approach to 
trail management and be consistent with the intent of the 
legislation

• ! e proposed non-motorized Rippy Trail designation is not 
consistent with the legislative intent and a new and distinct 
non-motorized trail should be developed instead of closing 
an existing multi-use trail to motorized use.

• ! e proposed water body restrictions are a poor method 
of implementing safety.  Signage, awareness and education 
should be given a chance to work prior to imposing 
restrictions.  ! e awareness and education should be included 
in the plan regardless of the restrictions.

• Shooting should be allowed in the Upper Knik River Flats 
and the proposed Public Use Site at the glacier.

• DNR is recommending user fees for the area which we do not 
agree with.  All of the proactive measures we’ve asked for can 
rely on the current volunteer eff orts or be funded by grants 
available for trail creation and rehabilitation.  ! e Boating 
Safety Offi  ce already operates under its own budget.

Written comment is due at 5:00 PM on Friday May 2nd.  
Comment can be submitted to http://www.knikriver.alaska.gov 
or mailed to:  Brandon McCutcheon, Department of Natural 
Resources, 550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1050, Anchorage, AK 
99501-3579

Background:  In late 2004 representatives from AOC and the 
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance (AOAA) met in Palmer with 
Representative Stoltze, Senator Huggins and representatives from 
DNR regarding the Knik River area.  In early 2005 we made a 
written request for a Public Use Area (to Senator Huggins) with 
the intent of proactively managing the area to sustain the existing 

and future motorized use.  Eventually legisla-
tion was introduced as both HB 307 and 
SB 197.  SB 197 was eventually dropped 
as Representative Stoltze championed HB 
307.  

We were looking for help with the following 
issues:

• Vandalism
• Illegal dumping
• Safety education & training
• Public awareness
• Better law enforcement
• Proactive management for
   motorized use

We specifi cally stated in our  original offi  cial 
request to Senator Huggins: “We recognize 
that without a thoroughly conceived 
and eff ective management strategy the 
issues above, when unaddressed, can 
result in motorized access restrictions.  We 
are focusing our eff orts on addressing the 
above issues in a timely fashion before they 
cause problems for the legitimate users of 
the area.”

A short break at the Knik Glacier  
Photo courtesy of David Griffi  n, DNR

continued on page 8
For graphic representation only
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All of the eff orts we’ve put in to this process were in an attempt to 
solve problems as a means of averting any proposed restrictions.  
! e motorized community stepped forward to get involved and 
preempt the issues that could arise from a lack of management of 
the area.

! e Knik River Public Use Area legislation had the immediate 
benefi t of preempting a movement to have the area designated as a 
State Recreation Area (SRA) which would 
have been managed under State Parks.

! e public comment during the scoping 
process was extensive and exhaustive. While 
there is some contention between motorized 
and non-motorized (with continued motor-
ized use being a great majority), everyone 
commenting expressed the plan needs to 
address the following issues.

• Illegal dumping
• Car abandonment and burning
• Trail maintenance
• Non-motorized trail additions 
 (not reclassifi cation of existing trails)
• Education of users

In fact, during the public comment meetings on the fi nal plan 
in 2008, DNR’s presentation and photographs focused on the 
top two items above.  ! e motorized community has rallied 
overwhelming support for DNR to address the above issues.  Our 
advice to DNR in the scoping and planning process was to focus 
on management action that would result in the most opportunity 
in the area now and in the future.  

We hope in the end to preempt 
potential restrictions that could 
result from lawlessness, lack of 
education or public awareness; 
and to harden trails, educate users, 
provide waterways training and 
other activities that help sustain 
the full and increasing spectrum of 
uses.  

Please help by providing your 
comment prior to the May 2nd 
deadline.   § 

 By Richard Bishop, AOC President

On August 26, state voters will decide whether to ban eff ective 
predator-prey management in Alaska.  ! ey’ll decide whether 
We can manage Alaskan’s – rather than protect Alaskan’s. 

Alaskans for Professional Wildlife Management (APWM) 
is again spear-heading protection of State predator-prey 
management programs.   

! e anti’s are back with 05HUNT, a ballot initiative to 
virtually ban use of aircraft for predator control.  ADF&G 
biologists say if 05HUNT passes, managing wolf or bear 
numbers where needed won’t be possible  

Take Action:  Learn more about the issue at APWM’s 
website www.protectmoose.com and at the ADF&G website 
www.alaska.gov.  Click on management/research.

Donate to APWM, send check to APWM at PO Box 4053, 
Palmer, AK 99645 OR donate to AOC at PO Box 73902, 
Fairbanks, AK  99707 and we’ll pass it on.  Donations are 
NOT tax-deductible.

Background:  05HUNT, if passed, would prohibit same day 
airborne, and aerial, shooting of wolves unless a prey population 
has declined due to predation and only predator control can 
allow the prey population to recover.  ! e initiative wording is 
tailor-made “by a lawyer, for a lawyer” to fi le endless lawsuits 

challenging the adequacy of data supporting predator control 
proposals.

APWM is a coalition of pro-hunting, pro-management 
groups.  It includes Alaska and Kenai Chapters of Safari Club, 
Alaska Trappers Association, Alaska Outdoor Council and 
many others.

! e Alaska Legislature recently confi rmed in law (HB348) 
what Alaskans have always known:  wildlife is a state asset 
held in trust for Alaskans.  State assets cannot be allocated 
by the initiative process under Alaska’s Constitution.  ! is 
law, if signed by Governor Palin, may render 05HUNT 
obsolete.  But desperate anti-management advocates will 
challenge HB348 in court.

A court decision may not happen prior to voting on 05HUNT, 
so beating the initiative on August 26 is essential.  Support 
APWM with your dollars and your vote.  Ask your friends to 
join you.  Protect predator-prey management in Alaska.  

Did you know?  Federal agents are aerial shooting wolves in 
the Lower 48 – to protect livestock.  Moose, caribou and deer 
provide meat for thousands of Alaskans…and they grow in a 
lot more environmentally friendly manner than cows, sheep 
and pigs grow in the Lower 48.    § 

August 26 Primary Election Ballot Initiative:  
Would ban predator/prey management in Alaska

Burned & abandoned vehicles on Knik River Flats near Jim Creek 2006

Knik River Update    continued from page 7

Photo courtesy of David Griffi  n, DNR
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 By Rod Arno, AOC Executive Director

! e North Pacifi c Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) is 
headed in the wrong direction attempting to create a halibut 
“buy back system” to resolve the allocation dispute between the 
commercial longliners and the charter fl eet in SE Alaska 
waters. 

Selling shares of a public resource 
back to the public adds a new spin on 
dishonoring the Public Trust Doctrine. 
! e Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) 
for charter caught halibut in SE Alaska 
(Area 2C) is less then 15% of the total commercial harvest. It 
is just not enough halibut shares to meet current angler’s needs.

Unfortunately, the State, which has a seat on the NPFMC, is 
going along with the majority of Council members who continue 
toward an Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) for the charter industry. 
What this means is an ever growing number of anglers who fi sh 

Personal use Halibut “Buy-Back” from 
Commercial Operators

on charter boats will have to pay higher prices in the future and 
continue fi shing under low bag limits.

Take Action:  AOC encourages Alaskans to 
contact the Palin Administration and air 

their concern over allowing commercial 
fi sheries permit holders to sell halibut 
shares back to charter operators for 
their clients use.  AOC supports an 
increase in the GHL for the charter 

fl eet in near shore waters of SE Alaska (Area 
2C) and SC (Area 3A).  Without State support 

for increasing the charter GHL individual Alaskans who 
harvest halibut for themselves have very little voice before the 

NPFMC.   We need the State to be behind us when our ability to 
harvest public resources is being so limited.   §

Today, my heart is heavy with the loss of Charlton 
Heston. America has lost a great patriot. ! e Second 
Amendment has lost a faithful friend. So have I, 
and so have four million NRA members and eighty 
million gun owners. And so has every American who 
cares about the Bill of Rights, individual liberty, and 
Freedom. 

My heart is heavy, but not without a sense of pride. 
Pride in a man who devoted his life to his profession 
with grace and dignity. Pride in an American who 
devoted himself to civil rights, to correcting injustices 

The NRA Family Mourns the Passing of Charlton Heston
1924 - 2008

around him, and to standing up for what he knew was 
right. Pride in a friend who stood with me and stood 
with fellow NRA members to preserve our freedom 
for future generations. Pride in a patriot who believed 
with every fi ber of his being that our Bill of Rights is 
the foundation of our freedom that makes Americans 
singular among the masses of nations.

And now, Charlton Heston has passed that duty to us 
– the next generation. I am as proud to continue his 
cause as I am to have known him as my friend.   § 

By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President of the National Rifl e Association of America

Juneau AOC Fundraiser
Juneau AOC supporters held a successful fundraising 
banquet for AOC on February 22.  These pictures are 
of the balloon raffl e, the sponsor print by Ed Tussey 
and a hand carved inlaid king crab that was one of 
the more popular items donated to the event. 

The event grossed about $54,000, one of the best banquet totals to-date.  
AOC agreed to grant the Juneau Shooting Sports Foundation one-fourth of 
the net proceeds this year for the Juneau Indoor Shooting Range completion 
project and for start-up funds for the new shooting Foundation.

Photos courtesy of Ron & Jan Somerville



Outdoor Alaska

www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org10

A Gift to Alaska  
Share the vision of Bob Rausch, Duane Goodrich, Lyle Carlson and other Alaskans.  Please consider supporting the Alaska Trust 
Fund, an endowment fund providing permanent and long-term funding of the Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund, 
which is the sister corporation to the AOC.   ! e Conservation Fund supports the education, litigation and research interests of 
AOC members.

! e principal of the Alaska Trust Fund is protected from invasion in perpetuity.  Every tax-deductible dollar you invest in the 
Trust stays there, protecting the outdoor heritage we’ve grown to love and enjoy.  Only the interest the Trust generates can be 
used for operations.

Donations can come in many forms:  cash, stocks, estate gifts, annuities, land, or by including a bequest to the Alaska Trust Fund 
in your will.   Make a bequest by giving the following language to your attorney:  “To the Alaska Trust Fund I give _____% of 
my residuary estate.”  – or you can name a fi xed amount.  

For more information contact Alaska Trust Fund, AK F/W Conservation Fund, PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK  99707 or 
visit http://www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org/alaska_trust_fund.html     §

By Mary Bishop, adapted from “" e Sentry”

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, www.ussportsmen.org

We harvesters of renewable resources 
— fi sh, game, berries, fi rewood, etc. 

— are a powerful political force.  But 
our power lies in our willingness to 

take action and make our voices 
heard.  ! is year we’ll select a chief 

executive of the nation as well as legislative leadership 
at the local, state and federal levels.

For information about the presidential candidates, 
you can check their websites or phone their campaign 

offi  ces and ask about the issues that aff ect our rights.  Also, it is 
important to look at voting records and what candidates have said 
and done in the past.  Below are websites and phone numbers for 

the presidential candidates as we go to print.

Hillary Clinton www.hillaryclinton.com 703-469-2008

John McCain www.exploremccain.com 703-418-2008

Barack Obama www.barackobama.com 866-675-2008

For more information on where presidential candidates stand on 
key issues, their background and articles about them, visit:
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/2008-presidential-candidates/

Even more important to outdoor interests than the presidential 
candidates are the local and state candidates who want to represent 
you.  State and local representatives are the people who put into 
motion most of the laws and ordinances which could aff ect your 
rights.  

! e Alaska Division of Elections maintains a list of all candidates 
at http://www.elections.state.ak.us/cand08p.php   On the list you 
will fi nd candidates for U.S. Congressional offi  ces and for the 
State Legislature including name, address, phone, Party, email and 
website if the candidate has one.   Deadline for state candidates 
to fi le is June 2.  

Take action:  Encourage your family and friends to investigate 
where candidates stand on the issues that aff ect you.  A voter has 
power.  Fulfi ll your obligation as an Alaskan and American citizen 
to help decide the future of our state and nation.    §

Keeping an Eye on the Candidates 

2nd Amendment Lawsuit
To read a copy of the 45 page amicus brief submitted to the U.S. Supreme Court 

by AOC and several member clubs go to:

www.nraila.org/heller/proamicusbriefs/07-290_amicus_alaskaoutdoorcouncil.pdf
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A Survey of Member Views   
 Please clip and mail to: AOC / Fund, P.O. Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK  99707

  q  I especially want AOC & the Fund to support efforts to (number in order of your priority).

 ___   protect public access for hunting/fi shing/trapping

 ___   change the state subsistence priority law & the state 

                 Tier II regulations

 ___   produce a greater allocation for hunters

 ___   produce a greater allocation for anglers
 

 q YES, I want to help support the Council & Fund efforts.

 q  I’ve enclosed a check for $_______ made to the Alaska Outdoor Council.  I understand it is not tax deductible. 

  $_______  of this check is to help efforts against the State Ballot Initiative that would preclude aerial shooting of predators.

  $_______  of this check is for my AOC membership ($25/yr; $60/3 yr or $100/5 yr).  Mailing label has expiration date.

  $_______  of this check is for AOC lobby efforts — with f/g boards, elected offi cials and agencies.

 q   I’m including a tax deductible $_______ donation made out to the Alaska F/W Conservation Fund.

  _____  to support the lawsuit challenging federal takeover of regulations on state-owned navigable waters and printing costs of 

      our amicus brief in the 2nd Amendment case before the US Supreme Court.

  _____  to support educational efforts: UAF Museum display on hunting and trapping, hunting/trapping oral histories project.  

 AOC distributes occasional Email alerts—maybe ten/year.  
         May we please have your email address to keep you updated?   We NEVER share this list with anyone!!!

 q  Yes, send me no more than 10 Emails / year. q NO, do not send me any Emails.

 q  Yes, send me all your email alerts.   My email address is  ___________________________________________________

Name (please print) ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________ City____________________ State_______ ZIP______________

RENEW OR JOIN TODAY  –  THANK YOU !

Note:  Bulk Mail is not forwarded.  If you’re about to move, let us know your new address!!!

#

 ___  educate youth in regard to hunting, fi shing and trapping

 ___   protect our 2nd Amendment right to keep and bear arms

 ___   oppose animal rights advocacy

 ___   take wildlife management out of the initiative process 

 ___   other  ________________________________________
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INTERIOR
 
Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff  Alling
PO Box 70752
Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4288

Frontier Outfi tters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Geo-Watersheds Scientifi c, LLC
Michael Lilly
PO Box 81538
Fairbanks, AK 99708 479-8891
mlilly@gwscientifi c.com
www.gwscientifi c.com

Gundersen Painting Inc.
Gary & Deborah Gundersen
758 Old Richardson Hwy
Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings. 
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Merle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200
Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353
Providing architecture & planning services in Alaska for 22 years.

John P. Bast DDS, Inc.
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-2206
jbast@acsalaska.net 

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99708 479-3523
mpotter@alaska.net 
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708 458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com 
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia. 

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3046
baja@gci.net  
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain
HC 62, Box 5740
Delta Junction, AK 99737 895-4157
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash
Jerry Timmons
Westside at University & Airport 1295 University Ave. 
Eastside at 720 Old Steese
Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.
Aff ordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Summit Telephone Company
Roger Shoff stall
PO Box 10089
Fairbanks, AK 99710 389-1012
summit@polarnet.com

WRAM
Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 479-5588
patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL
 
Alaska Marble & Granite, Inc.
Mark  Sprano
1115 Whitney Road
Anchorage, AK 99501  277-7625
alaskamarble@aol.com

Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC
Ron McAlpin
PO Box 809
Soldotna, AK 99669 235-3736
sales@AkRange.com
www.AkRange.com
Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme conditions of 
the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687 376-9568
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets” 
– durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings
860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654 982-2183
jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman
2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509 562-3636
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing.  Retail-wholesale-gift packages.

B-J’s Services, Inc.
Robert Jenski
932 South Colony Way
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050
www.b-jservices.com
Complete automotive repair and diagnostics.  Retail sales of 
fi rearms and ammunition.

Century Dental Center
Patrick Dorman, D.D.S.
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve
1000 Deshka Landing Road
PO Box 155
Willow, AK 99688 354-3374

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., D.D.S.
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-8573
p.locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508 561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.net

Dr. Roland E. Gower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508 279-3564

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603 235-6204
www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andy Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645 376-3687
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.
 
GES, Inc.
T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611  
398-1194
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of oilfi eld drilling & production liquids & 
solids; dry well injection of solids & fl uids.

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567 688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

Northwoods Lodge
Shan Johnson
#1 Fish Lakes Creek Drive
PO Box 56
Skwentna, AK 99667 733-3742
info@northwoodslodge.net
www.northwoodslodge.net
Fly-in full service guided fi shing lodge.  Salmon, trout, grayling, 
and northerns.

Palmer Machinery Company
Monte Goodrich
1226 S Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet, 
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe Prax
PO Box 1090
141 Galena Street
Valdez, AK 99686 835-3858
iprax@alaska.net
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Team CC
491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654 357-3200
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, AK 99577 694-3200
info@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com
 
True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton
PO Box 3082
Kodiak, AK 99615 486-5188
jimhkodiak@gci.net
www.truenorthfi shing.com

AOC Sustaining Business Members
Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!
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AOC Annual Meeting Award Banquet
March 8, 2008

Thank You 
Governor Palin

for participating in recognizing 

these outstanding conservationists

Attorney Wayne Anthony Ross introduced  Governor 
Palin as a person of indomitable optimism.  Ross’s 
acronym, “WAR”, aptly describes his life-long fi ght 

against infringements of citizens’ rights.

On behalf of the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Craig Saunders accepts the 

AOC Club of the Year Award from Governor Palin.  The AOAA has shown 

their commitment to the wise use of our resources through their work with 

the legislature in creating the Knik River Public Use Area and DNR.  The 

Knik PUA preserved traditional access for hundreds of Alaskans who enjoy 

motorized recreation and established opportunities to educate motorized 

users about how to enjoy their sport while respecting our land and water.  

The Access Alliance has organized “clean-up” days at Knik and in other 

areas, and constantly monitors trails and waterways with an
 eye toward policing their own.

Denny Hamann receives AOC’s Member of the Year Award  from 

Governor Palin..  Denny’s monthly Mat Valley Fish & Game Advisory 

Committee meetings in Wasilla regularly attract dozens of fellow hunters 

and fi shers.  For important feedback from harvesters, fi sh and game 

biologists know that these meetings can’t be missed.  Not many things 

set up by government work as well as intended, but the Mat Valley 

F/G Advisory Committee is one that does.  Along with his work on the 

AC Denny is also a member of the Board of Game Tier 2 Subsistence 

Implementation Committee, the local Friends of NRA banquet 

committee, and the Mat-Su AOC Banquet and Fundraiser Committee.

Representative Bill Stoltze receives the well deserved AOC Rick 
Halford Legislator of the Year Award for 2008 from Governor Palin 

and AOC Executive Director Rod Arno.  Rep. Stoltze remains one of 
the most effective state legislators advocating for continued traditional 
outdoor uses in Alaska.   Bill has been unwavering in his support for 

our hunters, fi shers and trappers, and recreational ORV users.

Photos courtesy of Rob Stapleton

Dr. Curt Menard, Mayor of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, is recognized by Governor Palin and AOC President Dick 
Bishop as Alaska’s Outstanding Fisheries Advocate.  AOC recognizes his efforts over the past 20 years to ensure that our 
salmon stocks in upper Cook Inlet streams will be healthy, productive and enduring for generations to come.  As a state 
Senator, he worked hard on the Susitna Recreational Rivers Plan and today we still benefi t today.  He set to work with 

legislation that addressed the challenges of managing a mixed stock fi shery, and today we benefi t from it.  More recently, as 
Mayor of the Mat-Su Borough, Dr. Menard saw the problems facing the salmon stocks in the Susitna Drainage.  He formed 
a Blue Ribbon Panel, which met with many people, produced recommendations, and forwarded them to ADF&G and the 

Board of Fisheries.  Mayor Menard and the Panel are advocating for those recommendations before the Board of Fisheries.
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ABATE of Alaska* Anchorage

ABATE of Chugiak* Chugiak

AIM-COMM Fairbanks

Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition* Fairbanks

Alaska ATV Club Anchorage

Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer

Alaska Boating Assoc.* Anchorage

Alaska Charter Assoc. Homer

Alaska Frontier Trappers Assoc. Palmer

Alaska Gun Collectors Assoc. Anchorage

Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer

Alaska Rifl e Club Anchorage

Alaska State Snowmobile Assoc. Anchorage

Alaska Waterfowl Assoc.* Anchorage

Alaskan Bow Hunters Assoc., Inc. Wasilla

Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage

Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks

Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana

Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage

Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus* Willow

Delta Sportsman’s Assoc., Inc. Delta Junction

Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks

Fairbanks Snow Travelers Assoc.* Fairbanks

Fairbanks Trap Club Fairbanks

FNAWS/Alaska Chapter Fairbanks

Clubs with an *  after the name have not yet paid their 2008 dues.  Club dues are $50 per year.

AOC Member Clubs
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston

Interior Airboaters  Assoc. Fairbanks

Interior Alaska Gun Dog Assoc. Fairbanks

Interior Alaska Trail Riders Assoc. Fairbanks

Juneau Alaska Billfi sh Assoc. Juneau

Juneau Gun Club Juneau

Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club Juneau

Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer

Mat-Su Motor Mushers* Wasilla

McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club Eagle River

Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage

Ruff ed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks

Ruff ed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Wasilla

Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter* Soldotna

Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River

Sitka Charter Boat Operators Assoc. Sitka

Sitka Sportsman’s Assoc. Sitka

Slana Alaskans Unite* Slana

South Peninsula Sportsman  Assoc. Homer

Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club  Fairbanks

Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Assoc. Fairbanks

Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau

Tok Shooters Assoc. Tok

Visit the NRA.org website

Experience the exciting, 

informative audio and video 

content of NRA News. 

Find NRA’s state by state 

update on political candidates

Join us at the 
2008 Annual 

Meetings & Exhibits!

Louisville, Kentucky
May 16 - May 20, 2008

I fi nally remembered — red with hunter, white with fi sherman.
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Member of Alaska Charter Association

AIM-COMM—
Alaska Interior Marksmanship Committee
 ... and Member Club of AOC       

AIM-COMM is a non-profi t and partner organization of the Alaska Department of Fish & 
Game Hunter Education Indoor Shooting Range in Fairbanks, Alaska.   AIM-COMM is 
Alaska’s fi rst NRA Gold Medal Club.

AIM-COMM’s purpose is to foster the development of marksmanship, the safe and ethical use 
of fi rearms and to support and promote use of the ADF&G Hunter Education Indoor Shooting 
Range located on College Road across from Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge.

AIM-COMM is affi  liated with the National Rifl e Association, the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program and the Alaska Outdoor Council.  Paul Maki is president and chair of the competitive 
shooting division.  See www.aimcomm.org for more information.

Registration is Now Open
for the 2008 Alaska Conservation Camps!



Alaska Fish and Wildlife Federation and Outdoor Council 
Alaska Fish and Wildlife Conservation Fund 
PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707 
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aoc@alaska.net

“Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours”

Check mailing label for 

membership expiration.

Please renew today!

If you are not getting AOC 

Email alerts — Email us at 

aoc@alaska.net

Non-profi t Org.
US Postage
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Permit No. 79

AOC Membership Application
AOC is the Offi cial State Association of  the NRA

NAME #1: __________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

OPTIONAL:  Ph: ________________________________  Fax:    _______________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________

NAME #2: __________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

OPTIONAL:  Ph: ________________________________  Fax:    _______________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT   ○Check   ○Visa/MC: _______________________________   Exp. ________________

SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________________________

Please make non-tax deductible donations to “AOC” for membership and lobbying donations.  Make tax 
deductible donations to AK F/W Conservation Fund for donations toward litigation and educational projects.  
Mail to PO Box 73902, Fairbanks, AK  99707

I WOULD LIKE TO:

○Renew my membership

○Become a new member

○Make a donation

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:

○Annual Individual $25 ○Annual Family $30

○3-year Individual $60 ○3-year Family $70

○5-year Individual $100 ○5-year Family $110

○Club Membership $50 annual

○Sustaining Business $150 per year

○Life Membership $400 one time

○Lobbying Donation $ _________________________

○Education Donation $ _________________________

                      TOTAL $ _________________________

#


