
acres) is open for regulated public use.
Dick Bishop wrote this winter “Mike 
Dalton coined the by-line Alaska’s 
Outdoors is Yours for the Fairbanks 
AOC/Fund Banquet in the ‘90’s, and it 
stuck.  She wanted everyone to know that 
all Alaskans have equal rights to enjoy and 
benefit from all of  Alaska’s wild heritage…
and that AOC is dedicated to promoting 
and defending those rights, privileges, and 

“Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours!”
By Rod Arno, Executive Director
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Nowhere else in the world is that statement more accurate than Alaska. 
No other state in the union comes close to Alaska in acres of  publicly 
owned lands and waters. Alaska is home to half  of  all the U.S. National 
Parks, the largest National Forest in the nation (the Tongass at 17 million 
acres), National Fish & Wildlife Refuge lands, and BLM lands all adding 
up to approximately 215 million acres of  federal lands reserved for public 
use. 
And the Alaska State Legislature has been no slouch either in setting aside 

12 million acres of  state land into; Parks, 
Refuges, Sanctuaries, Forests, Recreation 
Areas, Critical Habitat Areas, and Public 
Use Areas. The Wood-Tikchik State Park 
at 1.5 million acres is the largest State Park 
in the nation. 63% of  Alaska (230 million 
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Presidents Message
By Bill Iverson, AOC President
It has been a great year so far.  We elected a new Governor who is 
not beholding to interests that conflict with the missions of Alaska 
Outdoor Council.  He has appointed Doug Vincent-Lang (DVL) 
as the Commissioner of ADF&G and Eddie Grasser to the Wildlife 
Conservation Dept. Both will be good managers of the resource. Also, 
Rick Green (Rydell) joined the team.  This year DVL bucked the 
commercial guys and managed the resource for the future instead of 
the short-term gain for the commercial fisheries.  The local economy 
and the resource greatly appreciate the efforts of the department. The 
over escapement theory they have floated over the years will be tested 
in 2-3 years and we believe, will show total nonsense. This year’s 
escapement should be the norm, not the exception.  Thank you, 
Governor Mike Dunleavy, for continuing to fight for what is right. 
Please do not let the vocal minority pressure you. Keep Standing Tall 
and keep your campaign promises.

We had a great victory at the Supreme Court for the second time 
with a 9-0 vote for the John Sturgeon v Frost case. This was to 
protect Alaska’s right to govern our navigable rives and waterways 
in the State. Unfortunately, because of the House or Representatives 
inability to recognize the job they needed to do, we were not able 
to get John and all the donors to Johns case reimbursed for the 1.2 
million we had to spend to win this case, for the State of Alaska and 
all its residents. Now we need to press the Park Service to implement 
the ruling from the Supreme court.  That may be a bigger challenge.

This summer’s heat is taking its toll on our forests and the air quality 
has been horrendous. Here on the Kenai Peninsula we have had 
the Swan Lake fire burning since June 4. We want to thank all the 
brave fire fighters through out the state that have worked tirelessly to 
combat the many fires.

Hunting season is upon us so please be carful out there.  

My daughter, my grandson and I went north, caribou hunting, with 
no luck so far this year.  Everyone else headed to the Steese Highway 
and many had good luck.  The area biologist said that he had never 
seen so many hunters in one place and that maybe over 1000 caribou 
were taken the first day.

Next is onto moose camp to get setup and hopefully get our winter 
meat.

AlAskA OutdOOr COunCIl 
BOArd Of dIreCtOrs:
President: Bill Iverson  
soldotna, Alaska
president@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

1st Vice-President:  John sturgeon
Anchorage, Alaska 
vp1@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

2nd Vice-President: rob Mathews
delta Junction, Alaska 
vp2@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

3rd Vice-President: ron somerville
Juneau, Alaska
vp3@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com 
 
treasurer: todd Clark
Big lake, Alaska 
treasurer@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

secretary: teresa Burnett
Anchorage, Alaska 
secretary@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

At large: Theresa Woldstad
fairbanks, Alaska 
atlarge@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

Donations and volunteers
Anyone who would like to help with any of our banquets or 
sports shows please contact me.  We still need donation of items 
for each of our banquets, so if you have that item sitting around 
your home, that you could part with, we could re-purpose it to a 
new user and help support AOC.

AOC Supporters
I would like to stress the importance of  you supporting the 
Sustaining Business Members in this newsletter. They have 
committed their time and reputation by aligning the names with 
AOC and deserve acknowledgement of  their commitment to 
Alaskan’s. By you frequenting their business it shows them you 
care.

Kenai Red Salmon 2019 - Teresa Burnett, Bill 
Iverson, Ralph Samuels, & Rick Green (Rydel)

Staff: 
executive director: rod Arno
AOC/AfWCf
aoc@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com
Cell: 841-6849

Administrative director:
Pam Iverson
pam@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

Certified Public Accountant:  
Warwick & schikora, CPA
rick J. schikora
1416 Gillam Way 
fairbanks, Alaska  99701 
Phone: 907-456-1566
fax: 907-456-1569
schikora@wscpa-ak.com
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The federal land managers continue to be the biggest obstacle to outdoor 
folks who choose to hunt, trap, fish, and recreate on 60% of Alaska’s land. 

Thanks to efforts lead by Alaska’s 
Congressman Don Young, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) rulemaking 
to regulate non-subsistence hunting was 
repealed under the Congressional Review Act 
(CRA). Unfortunately, hunting and trapping 
restrictions adopted by the National Park 
Service (NPS) and the FWS Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge were outside the timeframe 
that would allow Congress to revoke under 
the CRA. 

In January 2017 the state filed a lawsuit, State of Alaska v. Zinke and the 
U.S. Department of the Interior, challenging both NPS and FWS hunting 
restrictions. Two AOC clubs, the Safari Club International (SCI) and the 
Alaska Profession Hunters Association (APHA) also filed separate suits 
along with the Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation challenging the NPS and 
FWS rulemaking. Litigation has been put on hold for the last two and 
half years, leaving us to wait and see what the U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI) will do to revise these contested rules. Unfortunately, the 
state and many Alaskans are still spending a considerable amount of time, 
money, and effort undoing regulations that were promulgated under the 
Obama Administration. 

Meanwhile the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) continues to create 
more conservation areas, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC). These are BLM lands where the Feds don’t believe the state 
will properly management public resources. ACECs restrict a number 
of traditional activities including motorized access. Alaska’s Delegation 
made it clear in the drafting of ANILCA that enough lands would 
be placed into Conservation System Units (CSU), and only future 
Congresses would be able to add additional lands to conservation areas. 
Had not Sections 1326(a) and (b) of ANILCA, part of what is known 
as the “No More Clauses,” been written into ANILCA it’s unlikely that 
the legislation would have passed during the waning days of the Carter 
presidency. 

While the Alaska Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) threatened legal action against BLM after they published their 
Record of Decision (ROD) on the Eastern Interior Resource Management 
Plan (RMP), nothing came of it under the Walker Administration. 
And now once again BLM has prepared a draft for the Bering Sea - 
Western Interior (BSWI) RMP, at a cost to tax payers of $6 million that 
recommends more lands be placed in ACECs. The State can only submit 
their disapproval and wait to see if BLM chooses to include ACECs in 
their ROD before considering a legal challenge. The draft BSWI RMP 
recommends that in ACECs all non-locals be considered “casual users” 
and be restricted to motorized travel only on BLM approved tails. To date 
BLM has placed over 7 million acres in additional conservation ACECs 
since the passage of ANILCA. When will it end?

A bright spot for outdoor enthusiasts, Alaska Native corporations, and 
Alaska Native villages with inholdings in CSUs is the John Sturgeon win 
(for the second time) before the U.S. Supreme Court. Instead of creating 
postage stamp sized National Parks within large ecosystems, ANILCA  
encompassed large areas that included millions of acres of state and 
private lands. These inholdings would be of little value to land owners 
if you could only get there by air. The Sturgeon win at least opens up 
access corridors on all state managed navigable waterways to state and 
private lands within NPS boundaries. At the time of publication of this 

issue of the AOC Newsletter, NPS has not changed their regulations to 
reflect the U.S. Supreme Court‘s unanimous decision. How long must 
we wait before NPS honors the decision handed down by the nation’s 
highest court? 

Another threat to state management (and allocation) of fish and game 
on federal lands and waters has been put on hold since the defeat of 
the Democratic Party and the change in presidency in 2016. Under 
the Obama presidency the DOI signed a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with the Ahtna Intertribal Resource Commission to allow them 
to co-manage federal lands and resources. The Federal Subsistence Board 
(FSB) approved the agreement and Ahtna submitted proposals to allow 
them to allocate moose and caribou harvest on federal lands in the 
Copper River Basin. Nothing has come of this effort since the Trump 
Administration appointed their own Secretary of DOI. The Alaska 
Federation of Natives (AFN) made it clear in written testimony to the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, chaired by 
Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski, that;
 
“AFN’s goal in advocating for co-management projects is to have a meaningful 
seat at the management table where fish and game are concerned”. 

The Alaska Outdoor Council supports state management of fish and 
game and the Alaska Boards of Fisheries and Game process which allows 
all Alaskans to share their traditional knowledge before hunting and 
fishing regulations are adopted. All Alaskans currently have a meaningful 
seat at the management table where fish and game are concerned and 
have had for decades.

It’s understandable why AFN has been advocating for placing Alaska 
Native lands into trust with the Federal government regarding fish and 
game harvest. On federal lands in Alaska, since 1992, the FSB has been 
authorized by the U.S. Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior to 
allocate fish and game harvest to residents who choose to live in areas they 
have deemed “subsistence areas.” The federal priority, based on where you 
live, to harvest fish and game does not apply to state and private lands in 
subsistence areas. It’s questionable whether or not private Alaska Native 
lands once transferred to lands in trust with the DOI would then be 
regulated by DOI or remain under state fish and game management as 
they presently are.  

The major subsistence food sources of fish (salmon) and game (caribou, 
moose, deer) migrate across state, federal, and private Alaska Native lands 
as well. Knowing this, the Alaska Outdoor Council has consistently 
advocated for a cohesive management regime under state authority for 
conservation’s sake. The Alaska Outdoor Council is following a bill 
in Congress, H.R. 375, which has passed the House (May 15, 2019) 
and in June was referred to the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Should HR 375 pass into law it would reaffirm the authority of the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for Indian Tribes under 
the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 and amend the act to include the 
229 Federally recognized Alaska Native tribes. The question still remains 
as to what affect passage of this bill into law would have on management 
of fish and game on private Alaska Native lands. The Alaska Outdoor 
Council will continue asking Alaska’s Congressional Delegation that 
question. 

State actions:

The Alaska Outdoor Council is pleased to have a new Governor of 
Alaska, Mike Dunleavy, who is truly an outdoorsman with experience 
living in rural Alaska. That means a lot for all of us who hunt, trap, fish, 
and recreate on public lands and waters in Alaska. Governor Dunleavy 
and his Commissioners Corri Feige of DNR and Doug Vincent-Lang of 
ADF&G have chosen staff well acquainted with outdoor pursuits as well 
as being knowledgeable in and 
supportive of fish and wildlife 

Executive Director Report
By Rod Arno, AOC executive Director

Continued on Page 7   - ed report



 
 

 

 Outdoor Alaska

 Page 4 of 16 www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

‘Thanks a Million’ victory cruise for John Sturgeon legal fees
By Suzanne Downing / Must Read Alaska

HEAD TO FAIRBANKS AND GO ON THE 
RIVERBOAT DISCOVERY II WITH A FOLK 
HERO
John Sturgeon battled for over a decade for 
Alaskans and their right to use the navigable waters 
of  the state as their highways. He took the National 
Park Service to court and fought all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court — not once, but twice — to 
make the case that “Alaska is different.”
His case, Sturgeon v. Frost (National Park Service) 
is now legend after he won 9-0 this year on his 
second appearance before the nation’s highest 
court.
But the legal fees were $1.2 million.
Sturgeon, a hunter who had used his hovercraft to access the Nation 
River in the Yukon Charley National Wildlife Preserve, is a folk 
hero, and his friend Craig Compeau of  Fairbanks is putting together 
a fundraiser to help him with the legal fees.
[Read: Breaking: Sturgeon wins 9-0 at Supreme Court]
Called “Thanks a Million,” the event will be held on the Riverboat 
Discovery II in Fairbanks on Aug. 6. Tickets, which are $50, can be 
found at this EventBrite site. There will be a short auction with great 
outdoors toys to bid on.

Meet the man who spent 12 years and $1.2 million 
fighting for the rights of  Alaskans.
Also meet Robert Barnes, a reporter for the 
Washington Post since 1987, who will be on 
hand to cover the story of  John Sturgeon and the 
Alaskans who have assisted with his historic court 
case.
Must Read Alaska’s editor Suzanne Downing will 
be there as well, and will be happy to hear your 
point of  view on issues of  the day.
There’s limited space available on Riverboat 
Discovery II. Dress is casual. Dinner will be prime 
rib sandwiches, side dishes, and a cash bar.

Before the event, a private cocktail party for donors who bring a 
$2,000 check with them will take place at a private home along the 
Chena River. Contact craig@compeaus.com to reserve your spot 
in this small-group event with Sturgeon and some of  his loyal 
supporters.
Compeau set the fundraising goal at $60,000 net, he told Must Read 
Alaska.

Alaska Outdoor Council editor note:  I was told 
they raised $80,000 net.



Page 5 of 16

 
 

Fall 2019

Volume 27, Issue 1

 

 Outdoor Alaska

responsibilities.  Contributing this by-line is just one of  Mike 
Dalton’s many contributions to AOC.” 
Kathleen “Mike” Dalton passed away this past January after 
a lifetime of  adventures and service to Alaska. She and her 
husband Jim, for whom the Dalton Highway to the North 
Slope is named after, were Alaskan pioneers who dedicated 
most of  their lives to opening up access to Alaska’s natural 
resources.
While Mike’s by-line is true enough it does need an asterisk 
after it. “Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours” -- * but only if  you are 
willing to continually fight to keep it so.  
The U.S. Congress changed how federal lands were to be 
managed with the passage of  the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLPMA) in 1976. The decades - old 
mandate of  federal lands being open 
for resource use changed to one of  
protectionism. Four years later a U.S. 
Congress with similar views as those who 
pushed through FLPMA were able to pass 
the largest lands bill in American history, 
the Alaska National Interests Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA). ANILCA 
was a compromise between 
preservationist - backed 
(or intimidated) 
representatives and 
senators and Alaska’s 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
Delegation who 
knew Alaska’s future 
depended on its ability 
to access public 
resources for the 
benefit of  its people. 
Section 101(d) of  
ANILCA spelled it 
out pretty clearly:
“ANILCA provided sufficient protection 
for the national interests in the scenic, natural, culture and 
environmental values on the public lands in Alaska, and at the 
same time providing adequate opportunity for satisfaction of  
the economic and social needs of  the State of  Alaska and its 
people”
For the last 35 years, since the passage of  ANILCA, federal 
land managers have continually violated the compromise 
between “Protection” and the people of  Alaska through 
policies and regulations that further restrict the opportunity 
for public uses of  public resources.
The Alaska Outdoor Council has been at the forefront of  the 
battle to ensure that opportunities such as hunting, trapping, 
fishing, and recreational activities continue to be available on 
public land/waters in Alaska. “Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours” 
only if  you, as the public, continue to insist it should be so. 
Federal land managers, pressured by Preservationists and 

 Alaska Yours- Continued from Page 1

Alaska Native sovereignty advocates, continually chip away at 
the compromise agreed upon with the passage of  ANILCA, 
reducing the public’s ability to enjoy Alaska’s outdoors. Many 
times, in the regulatory process of  determining who Alaska’s 
outdoors really belongs to the Alaska Outdoor Council 
is a constant but sometimes lonely voice when it comes to 
accessing federal public lands/waters in Alaska. 
Mike Dalton was a vital part of  the Alaska Outdoor Council 
team when she documented the legal legitimacy of  hundreds 
of  RS2477 trails all over Alaska. Mike Dalton knew that 
Alaska’s outdoors would remain yours only if  you were willing 
to fight for it. Her efforts helped the Alaska State Legislature 
place hundreds of  RS2477 access trails into state statute. 
Now it’s our responsibility to make sure that the state fights 

to defend every one of  those public 
access corridors to provide adequate 
opportunity for the satisfaction of  the 
economic and social needs of  the State 
of  Alaska and its people.
Individual Alaskans like John Sturgeon 
know full well what it takes to continue 
the battle to assure that Alaska’s 

outdoors is yours and 
that you can get there 
to enjoy it. John 
fought right up to 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court, not once 
but twice, to 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
assure our 
legal ability 
to travel on 
state managed 
n a v i g a b l e 

waters to access 
public resources belonging to 

all Americans. As a member of  the Alaska 
Outdoor Council you have helped contribute over a 

quarter of  $1 million to his legal fees. Hundreds or thousands 
of  other Alaskans also contributed, and there’s still a big bill 
to pay off. It takes efforts like that to ensure that Alaska’s 
outdoors remains yours. 
If  you are interested in participating in outdoor activities on 
Alaska’s public lands its best that you fight for that opportunity. 
There is an organized effort to reduce your enjoyment and 
access to public lands/waters in Alaska. To keep Alaska’s 
outdoors yours you need to participate in the public process 
of  regulating access, there is no guarantee that it will remain 
yours otherwise.
Add your voice to advocate for public access to public lands/
waters by joining the Alaska Outdoor Council or any of  its 
statewide member clubs.

Rob Mathews w/ Kenai Red Salmon
Theresa Woldstad at work
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Winter SAD
By Craig Medred on June 25, 2019
In a state with more public land than any other 
and a pathetically small population compared 
to most of  the world, yet another dispute has 
erupted over access to wildland recreation.
This time a plan by one of  the least known 
of  Alaska land management agencies to 
impose a recreational-use fee of  up to $500 
on snowmobilers crossing its lands next 
winter has angered the state’s largest outdoor 
organization.
The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 
wants riders to pay to help fund its operations and/or compensate 
the trust for “documented recreational use patterns on Trust land…
that are causing negative impacts to Trust land.”
Which issue actually sparked the fee proposal is unclear in the 
Trust’s notice of  a “Best Interest Decision” involving winter use 
of  Trust lands by both recreational snowmachines and all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs).
The Trust controls about 1 million acres in mostly small parcels 
scattered widely around the state. Most of  the land is near the road 
system. Some of  it is near areas regularly used by snowmachine 
riders such as in the areas around Big Lake, a resort community 
just north of  Anchorage, and Cleary Summit, a recreation area just 
north of  Fairbanks.
In a Monday message to Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 
CEO Mike Abbott, Alaska Outdoor Council director Rod Arno says 
his group can’t figure out what the Trust is thinking.
“AOC agrees wholeheartedly with the purpose of  the Alaska Mental 
Trust Authority whose mission by law is to benefit the mental health 
of  Alaska’s residents,” AOC executive director Rod Arno wrote. 
“(But) nowhere in the Best Interest Decision proposed by the 
executive director of  the Trust Land Office, is there any mention 
of  the benefit to numerous Alaska residents to get out and ride on 
undeveloped lands.”
“While the number of  Alaskans whose behavioral health is fortified 
by getting out of  town to snowmachine and ATV seasonally may be 
hard to quantify, it is a factor that should be taken into account when 
determining the bests of  Alaskans uses of  1 million acres of  Trust 
lands scattered throughout the state.”
Alaska is a state famous for SAD – seasonal affective disorder – in 
winter.
“People with SAD experience mood changes and symptoms 
similar to depression. The symptoms usually occur during the fall 
and winter months when there is less sunlight and usually improve 
with the arrival of  spring,” according to the American Psychiatric 
Association.
Spending time outside catching whatever little sun is available helps 
in dealing with SAD, the association says. As does “taking care of  
your general health and wellness (with)…regular exercise, healthy 
eating, getting enough sleep, and staying active and connected.’”
On general principle, Arno argued, the Mental Health trust should 
be trying hard to get Alaskans up and moving in winter rather than 
putting up disincentives to doing so.
And though the Trust has suggested the fee is necessary to make up 
for “negative impacts” to Trust lands by snowmachines and ATVs, 

Arno noted, the agency has offered no evidence 
of  damage.
At least what the Trust’s land office considers 
“negative impacts” should be made clear, Arno 
argued, before the Trust imposes permit fees 
that are “exorbitant and not consistent with 
current motorized use on private lands” in the 
state.”

Fight over almost nothing

The disagreement between the AOC and the Trust comes in the 
wake of  a years-long battle between moose hunter John Sturgeon 
and the National Park Service on the seldom-visited Nation River in 
unroaded and remote northeast Alaska.
The Park Service did not impose a prohibitive fee on Sturgeon, but 
instead tried to simply kick him off  the waterway in the Yukon-
Charly Rivers National Preserve because the agency didn’t like his 
preferred type of  boat – a hovercraft.
Because hovercraft are uniformly banned from heavily visited 
national parks in the Lower 48, the park said, they shouldn’t be 
allowed in the wild parks of  Alaska even though the park-enabling 
legislation – the Alaska National Interest Lands Act – said Alaska 
parks were to be treated differently.
Yukon-Charley is such a hard place to visit that the Park Service 
reported only 1,272 recreational visitors there last year, up from 952 
the year before.
The Golden Gate National Recreation Area, the country’s most 
visited park unit, averaged more people than that for every hour of  
every day last year, according to Park Service statistics.
But land disputes can get very contentious in Alaska no matter how 
few people are involved.
Sturgeon and the Park Service paid attorneys millions of  dollars 
during the course of  a 12-year-long legal battle that twice reached all 
the way to the Supreme Court of  the United States, which eventually 
held that the Park Service had overstepped its authority.
Similar and related cases have followed. The state and Ahtna Inc., an 
Alaska regional Native corporation, are now in court fighting over 
who gets to control the access corridor along a rough, four-wheel 
drive road to Klutina Lake in northeast Alaska.
Ahtna sees the road as a low-investment, money-making opportunity. 
If  it controls the land along the road, it can prohibit people from 
doing anything in the road corridor unless they pay an “access fee.”
The road is adjacent to the Klutina River, a popular salmon fishing 
stream by the standards of  the area. The Alaska Department of  Fish 
and Game reported 3,734 anglers – or about 42 per day – fished the 
63-mile long river over the course of  the 2017 fishing season.
Most of  the fishing took place near a Richardson Highway bridge 
that crosses the river near the community of  Copper Center. Ahtna 
would not appear to stand to make much money off  access fees, but 
a dollar is a dollar.

Trust’s gold mine?

How much the Trust hopes to make off  snowmachine riders is also 
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unknown. The agency offered no estimate.
Arno said in an interview that he has been unable to find anyone the 
Trust consulted on costs for the program or potential revenues. The 
Trust already collects tens of  thousands of  dollars indirectly from 
snowmachine riders.
It in 2013 agreed to rent the Matanuska-Susitna Borough easements 
protecting  public use of  several of  the borough’s most heavily 
traveled snowmachine trails – including the “Iron Dog” trail – 
through 2033 at a cost of  $67,000 per year.
Snowmachining is considered an economically important tourism 
activity in the Mat-Su Valley.
The easement corridors are limited to a width of  25-feet, and there 
are open areas where snowmachine riders clearly spread out behind 
the 25-foot width of  the corridor.
Whether the Trust would try to require snowmachine riders using 
those trails to pony up for an access fee is unclear. Likewise the 
response of  riders to such a demand.
“Compliance with such an exorbitant permit fee may be minimal, 
and enforcement would be problematic,” Arno wrote. 
“The bad thing is that the parcels are all broken up,” Arno added in 
an interview. “There’s so many places here in Southcentral that you 
hit a piece of  it.”
He has suggested the Trust might spend more money than it stands 
to make if  it actually tries to post all of  its and lands then enforce 
winter fee collection.
Opposition was already rising in independent-minded Fairbanks 
where local snowmachine dealer Craig Compeau called the fee crazy 
and credited Wyn Menefee, the director of  the Trust’s Land Office 
in the Department of  Natural Resources.
“Menefee never met a fee he didn’t like,” Compeau said.
Others questioned why, if  snowmachine riders are being charged, 
mushers, fat bikers and others who followed snowmachine trails 
almost everywhere they go in Alaska these days aren’t being charged.
The Trust is charged with managing its 1 million acres of  Alaska 
land to raise maximum. long-term revenues to help fund efforts to 
deal with the state’s serious mental health issues.
That’s all well and good, Arno wrote to Abbott, but “it is unclear 
from the notice whether TLO (Trust Land Office) is trying to collect 
funds to mitigate snowmachine and ATV use or whether the intent 
is to provide funding beneficial to trust beneficiaries.”
AOC, which represents about 10,000 members and 48 other 
non-government entities including several snowmachine groups, 
suggested the agency “withdraw its decision to charge recreational 
motorized users and clarify exactly what is the intent of  permitting 
motorized use of  snow machines and ATVs (less than 1,500 pounds) 
on Trust land.”
Sturgeon, who now sits on the board of  directors for the Trust, said 
the organization’s board was never consulted about the plan.
“I don’t know anything,” other than what he’s heard from the AOC 
and snowmachine dealer who contacted him, he said in Tuesday 
interview.
“That’s first I heard about it,” he added. He has asked to have the 
issue put on the agenda for the board’s next meeting in hopes of  
clearing up the intent of  the new fee. He admitted the proposed 
charge of  $250 to $500 seems awfully high.
“A lot of  people are kind of  upset about this,” he said.

conservation and public access to public lands. 

Soon after his appointment, January 2, 2019, ADF&G Commissioner 
Doug-Vincent-Lang wrote to then-U.S. Deputy Secretary of the Interior, 
David Bernhardt, in response to two Secretarial Orders 3347 and 
3356 directing DOI to improve consistency with state fish and wildlife 
management authority. The 40 page response laid out not only a series of 
issues with how DOI continues, through their policies and regulations to 
subvert the State’s regulatory authority over fish and game management, 
but also provided suggestions on how federal land management agencies 
could comply with current federal law in Alaska. ADF&G staff have 
continued to reiterate those concerns when federal land management plans 
and rulemaking are open for public comment. The latest example of the 
state’s efforts to regain fish and game management authority can be read 
in ADF&G’s comments to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on proposed 
rulemaking 2019-2020 Station-Specific Hunting and Fishing Regulations.

On January 25, 2019 Governor Dunleavy’s recently appointed Alaska 
Attorney General, Kevin Clarkson informed the Deputy Solicitor for the 
Department of the Interior (DOI) that the state of Alaska objected to 
Solicitor Opinion M-37043, “Authority to Acquire Land into Trust in 
Alaska.” No decision has yet been publicized by DOI, but in the meantime 
HR-375 was introduced in  Congress that would allow all 229 Alaska 
Native tribes to place their now-private lands into trust with the federal 
government. Along with a yes vote from Alaska’s lone Congressman, Don 
Young, the bill has passed the House and is waiting to be considered in the 
Senate. No effort has been made by Alaska’s Congressional Delegation to 
exclude a takeover of fish & game management on Native Trust lands,to 
my understanding.

On May 16, 2019 Attorney General Kevin Clarkson announced that the 
state had settled the long-standing dispute over the RS-2477 access on the 
Klutina Lake Road in the Copper River Basin. The agreement established 
a 100 foot public right-of-way from the Glenn Highway to Klutina Lake, 
just like the law says it should be. The agreement also dealt with the 
Gulkana River boat launch. Details are still being worked out as to how to 
provide a safe boat launch for the public use of the Gulkana River while at 
the same time respecting the Gulkana Native burial site located near the 
boat launch. 

The Alaska Outdoor Council is pleased to see that the ADF&G 
Commissioner continues to monitor the salmon runs of Cook Inlet 
to assure conservation of all species of salmon while at the same time 
adhering to management plans regarding the allocation of harvest for all 
Alaska.  Changing sea conditions in the Northern Pacific have certainly 
made salmon fisheries management statewide more complicated than 
in the past. AOC is supportive of Governor Dunleavy’s team’s efforts to 
provide harvest opportunities for Alaskan residents on a sustainable basis 
during changing sea conditions. 

On May 22, 2019 Alaska’s Attorney General informed now-Secretary of 
the Interior, David Bernhardt, that Alaska is expecting full implementation 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in the Sturgeon v. Frost case. That 
means statewide implementation on all federally-owned lands and waters, 
not just those lands managed by the National Park Service. It’s now been 
6 months since the U.S. Supreme Court voted 9-0 to confirm that yes, 
Alaska land laws are different from the rest of the nation and that the 
federal land managers had best start following the law. Alaskans are still 
waiting to see the regulatory changes that DOI agencies and the US Forest 
Service are required to make. 

The fate of Fish & Game Fund, AS 16.05.100, expenditures in next years 
state budget is still undetermined at this writing. AOC will continue 
to monitor and report back to the membership once we are assured the 
$416,000 of dedicated funds is available to be used for the 3/1 PR match.

ED Report - Continued from Page 3
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million acres of  Alaska to development under the Federal Lands 
Policy Management Act (FLPMA) Sec. 204(e) followed a couple of  
weeks later by President Jimmie Carter invoking the Antiquities Act 
to turn 56 million acres of  that into national monuments, that the 
state had no choice but to give in before it got worse. They did and 
ANILCA with a rural resident priority to public resources (fish and 
game) became law December 1980. 

Will dual management of  fish and game in Alaska be forever? 

The FSB has been managing subsistence use on Alaska federal lands/
waters for over 25 years. The only way to get federal management 
of  subsistence uses away from federal land managers is to have the 
State of  Alaska allow the same rural resident hunting and fishing 
priority on state and private lands. 
Plus, the state would then need to allocate subsistence harvest based 
on what was customarily and traditionally practiced, not just give 
rural residents a reasonable opportunity to harvest, Bobby v State of  
Alaska, 1989.
 
Alaska’s Congressional Delegation allowed hunters, trappers, and 
fish gathers to be separated into two groups based on where they 
live, it appears that they are unable to fix that. The state has tried 

working with the FSB, as well a 
challenging the FSB in federal 
court, 9th Circuit Court, State 
of  Alaska v. FSB in 2008, for 
not follow their own laws (50 
CFR 100.1). The FSB won in 
federal court and non-rural 
resident hunters, trappers, 
and anglers continue to lose 
harvest opportunities when 
a reasonable opportunity 
to harvest fish and game is 
available.
 
Since Alaska’s Congressional 
delegation has been unable to 
remedy the conflicts caused 
by federal fish and game 
management the Alaska 
Outdoor Council supports 

adding a voting seat on the FSB for the Alaska Commissioner of  
the Department Fish & Game. At least that way the state’s long-time 
expertise in conserving fish and game for the benefit of  all Alaskans 
can be part of  the discussion during FSB deliberation. 

As long as it appears dual fish and game management is here to 
stay, and you support adding a seat for the state on the FSB it would 
be helpful if  you would contact Governor Dunleavy and Alaska’s 
Congressional delegation and ask for their help.

No other state in the union has two sets of  hunting and fishing 
regulations. Alaska is different because of  the largest lands bill ever 
passed by the U.S. Congress. The Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA) passed in 1980, created two different 
sets of  citizens, based on where you live. Dividing hunters wasn’t the 
main issue that Congress was trying to fix with the passage of  an 
Alaska lands bill, hunters just got caught in the crossfire. The battle 
over the passage of  ANILCA was between resource developers and 
preservationists. Preservationist found a local ally with Alaska Native 
villagers by supporting a rural priority to all fish and game on federal 
lands and waters. They won and that is the law today (ANILCA Title 
VIII Sec.804(2)) a different set of  rules to hunt and fish on federal 
lands/waters based on where you live.

Today there are two types of  Alaska resident hunters, trappers, and 
fish gathers;
1) A federally qualified subsistence user (FQSU) as determined by 
your zip code. 
Under ANILCA Title VIII these residents have a hunting and 
fishing priority on federal lands (220 million acres) under Federal 
Subsistence Board (FSB) regulations.  
Plus, they also can hunt, trap, and fish under State of  Alaska 
regulations.

2) All Alaskan resident 
regardless of  where they live 
can hunt, trap, and fish under 
Alaska Boards of  Game & 
Fisheries regulations; general, 
personal use, or subsistence 
regulations on state and private 
lands. (144 million acres) 
Today the majority of  federal 
lands in Alaska are open to 
hunting under State general 
hunt regulations. Meaning 
it’s possible FQSU folks are 
hunting the same animal as 
non-rural residents on the same 
federal lands but with different 
seasons, bag limits, or sex and 
antler configurations harvest 
restrictions.

You have to wonder how Alaska’s congressional delegation and 
governor ever thought dividing hunters by where they lived in the 
Alaska Lands bill would be a workable law? 
Alaska Senator Mike Gravel knew an Alaska lands bill crafted by 
Congress in the mid-‘70s would not be in Alaska’s best interest. 
Gravel did everything he could to kill it. Alaska‘s other Senator, Ted 
Stevens and Governor Jay Hammond were convinced on November 
16, 1978 when Secretary of  the Interior Cecil Andrus closed 110 

Dual “Dueling” Fish & Game Management
Are you hunting, trapping, or fishing under State of  Alaska or Federal Regulations?

By Rod Arno
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Benjamin J. Mulligan
Deputy Commissioner of  the Alaska Department of  Fish and Game (ADF&G

There is nowhere else like Alaska when it comes to the 
outdoors. Rich hunting, fishing, trapping and public access 
opportunities are still available in the 49th state, in large 
part, because users play an active role in how our resources 
are managed. It’s part of  the legacy of  Alaska and one 
I’m proud to share with members of  the Alaska Outdoor 
Council (AOC). 
As the newly appointed Deputy Commissioner of  the Alaska 
Department of  Fish and Game (ADF&G), I anticipate we 
will be working together and I want to take this opportunity 
to introduce myself.
I am a lifelong Alaskan. I grew up in Palmer surrounded by 
a family that loved to be outside and plenty of  opportunity 
to take advantage of  what Alaska has to offer.  On any 
day growing up you might find me cross-country skiing in 
Crevasse Moraine, hiking in Hatcher Pass, hunting in the 
Talkeetna Mountains or fishing in nearly any lake or stream 
I could find. 
When I wasn’t outside, I was involved in the outdoor 
community. I remember volunteering at my first AOC 
annual banquet and fundraiser at Lake Lucille. It was the 
first of  many AOC, and other outdoorsmen, events I would 
assist with over the years.
Given my upbringing, it was no surprise that by the time 
I went away to college at the University of  Wyoming, I 
knew I was going to make the outdoors my career. My first 
job as a student was at the ADF&G. It was a month-long 
summer position as a fish technician—I loved it. From 
that year forward during my college years, I spent every 
summer break working on fisheries-related projects for the 
department across the state. I counted sockeye salmon from 
a scaffolding tower out in Bristol Bay, I worked on an in-
river test fishery on the lower Copper River and sampled 
cutthroat and rainbow trout on the eastside of  the Copper 
River Delta. When I graduated with my B.S. in Biology, my 
emphasis in fisheries was a given.
Soon after college, I went to work as a legislative aide for 
Rep. Bill Stoltze, who represented a portion of  the Mat-Su 
Valley and Chugiak/Peters Creek/Birchwood areas. Rep. 
Stoltze was a stalwart of  the sportsman’s community and I 
was honored to work with him on outdoors issues. I spent 
my days talking to constituents, attending meetings and 
handling any fish and game issues that arose. 
My work with Rep. Stoltze was a great opportunity to learn 
more about Alaska’s fish and game issues. It also led to my 
position as legislative liaison for the ADF&G.
I spent nearly five years as the ADF&G legislative liaison. 
During those years, I traversed the legislative arena and tried 

to learn as much as I could about everything the department 
does. The work was exciting, full of  surprises and full of  
passionate people both inside and outside the department 
who felt strongly about the issues and loved Alaska’s 
outdoors as much as I do.
In August 2015 I left the department for a short period. But 
I didn’t leave my love for Alaska’s outdoors behind. I stayed 
engaged in the issues impacting Alaska’s fish and wildlife 
resources and connected to the people utilizing the resource 
by sitting on the boards of  the Alaska Chapter of  the Safari 
Club International, the Outdoor Heritage Foundation of  
Alaska and the Sportsmen’s Conservation Alliance. 
Today, I’ve rejoined the department and it’s great to be back. 
Commissioner Vincent-Lang is an excellent choice to lead 

the ADF&G given his extensive history and expertise. He’s 
building a great team that I’m already finding is a pleasure 
to work with. 
As we move forward under this new administration, I look 
forward to working with the AOC. I hope see you at the 
Anchorage banquet on February 9th.
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Make a Difference in the New Year
 

www.pickclickgive.org
Please choose:

Alaska Fish & Wildlife Conservation Fund 
As your non-profit 

Help hang onto your outdoor future.
The fund is the associated conservation arm of  AOC

Annual Awards Banquet 2019 in Fairbanks, Alaska
By Bill Iverson, President - Alaska Outdoor Council

Awards Recipients

Sydney Huntington Award - Teresa Sager-Albaugh 
Outstanding Supporter - Interior Airboaters Association
Outstanding Supporter - Emerald Isle (Dave Lambert)
Outstanding Member of  the Year - Tammi Linn
Business of  the Year - Castle Rock Storage
Member Club of  the Year - Delta Sportsman’s Association, Inc. 
Legislator of  the Year - Sen. Pete Kelly

Tammi Linn 
with Kenai Red Salmon

How can you and I be assured our younger 
generations can learn the values associated 
with harvesting wild foods?  How can we 
defend the opportunity to harvest now and 
in the future?  
The AOC and Alaska Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Fund help.  And in 2002 the 
Fund established an endowment account 
called the Alaska Trust Fund to build an account 
large enough so the interest would cover the operating 
costs of the parent Fund.  the goal of the Alaska Trust 
Fund is to reach the endowment level of $1 million. 
Every dollar invested in the Trust is protected - only 
the interest it generates can be spent.  Every dollar 

donated to the Trust stays right here at home - 
protecting the outdoor heritage you and I have 
grown to love and enjoy.
 Trust Fund trustees Warren, Byron, Kenton, 
Ron, Dick and I ask you to consider an 
annual gift to the Trust Fund. Become a 
Trustee by donating $250. Make it permanent 
by adding $750 over 3 more years. Other 

donation options are available.
Please use the form below to donate – or inquire 
by calling me at 907-455-6151 or Warren Olson @ 
1-907-346-4440.

Ad Paid for by:
Alaska Fish & Wildfife Conservation Fund

Alaska Trust Fund – A Gift to Alaska
   -- investing the resources of today to protect fishing, hunting, trapping & access for the Alaskans of tomorrow.
By Mary Bishop, secretary, Alaska trust fund



Page 13 of 16

 
 

Fall 2019

Volume 27, Issue 1

 

 Outdoor Alaska

Theresa Woldstad
New AOC/AFWCF Board Member

Obituaries

Candy Waugaman dies
AOC lost another long-time friend and benefactor with the recent passing 
on January 12,2019 of  Candy Waugaman.  Candy was the ultimate Alaskana 
collector and addict to Alaskan history, especially the Interior.  She shared 
her knowledge and many parts of  her collections whenever and wherever she 
thought there was good cause.
Candy’s husband Bill raised substantial funds to found the reorganized AOC in 
1983, and supported it the rest of  his life.  After his passing Candy continued 
supporting AOC’s tax deductible sister organization, the Alaska Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Fund, with generous donations from Bill’s estate and her 
collections.  She was undoubtedly the most generous individual donor to the 
AOC/Fund Banquet and Auction right up through 2018.  
Each year as fall approached Candy would get in touch with me and say, “Dick, 
do you want some of  my JUNK for your Auction?”  Of  course, I said “Yes.”  
Her donations were amazing in volume, variety and value.  Bu the best part of  
it was the great stories about Alaska history and the people who had lived and 
were living it that she enthusiastically dove into when I showed up to accept the 
donations. Often the stories were about some of  the donations. For me, each 
visit included a unique glimpse of  past and present Alaskan life.
Candy was not a hunter, fisher, or shooter but she always supported those 
who were, from her husband Bill right on through her remarkable life.  AOC 
respects her contributions to all Alaskans and honors her memory.

Remembering John B. “Jack” Coghill       By Dick Bishop
Jack Coghill of  Nenana cut a wide swath in Nenana and Alaska life during 
his 93 years (1925-2019).  He was a “get ‘er done” guy.  Many of  his efforts 
directly or indirectly benefitted AOC, beginning with the Alaska Constitutional 
Convention in which he and other delegates provided for equal rights under 
state law and the common use and equal opportunity provisions regarding wild 
renewable resources such as fish and game.  These provisions remain intact 
today, in spite of  numerous attempts to compromise them.  
As Lieutenant Governor, Jack initiated the project to document Alaska’s 
RS2477 trails and hired Kathleen “Mike” Dalton to lead the project.  The result 
was verification of  the legal legitimacy of  over 1000 trails around the State 
and recognition in state statute of  several hundred of  them.  Unfortunately, 
the federal government has until recently consistently dodged its obligation to 
officially recognize those trails as public access.
Jack went on to help in the battle to moderate the effect of  the Alaska National 
Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) on Alaskans’ lives.  In the course of  that 
long and hot controversy Jack took a lot of  criticism and even threats to his 

Nenana business, but he stuck to the principles of  equality among Alaskans 
and the right of  the State to manage its fish and game.  Both are principles that 
AOC continues to advocate.  
My wife Mary and I were fortunate to attend the impressive memorial 
ceremony for Jack in Nenana --  impressive in its hometown traditions, faith, 
family, community tributes and hospitality to guests from around the state, 
including past and present legislators, Lieutenant Governors and Governors.

Kathleen “Mike” Dalton passes
“Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours!”  Mike Dalton coined this by-line for the Fairbanks 
AOC/Fund Banquet in the ‘90’s, and it stuck.  She wanted everyone to know 
that all Alaskans have equal rights to enjoy and benefit from all of  Alaska’s 
wild heritage…and that AOC is dedicated to promoting and defending those 
rights, privileges, and responsibilities.  Contributing this by-line is just one of  
Mike Dalton’s many contributions to AOC.  
For years Mike volunteered for the toughest jobs at the annual Fairbanks 
fundraiser -- cleaning up the kitchen/serving areas before and after the 500 
guest event.  Each year she’d say “I’m getting too old for this!”  Then she’d do 
it all again, using heaps of  her own stuff  to get the job done right.
When Lt. Governor Coghill launched the RS2477 trails documentation 
project, he hired Mike to oversee it.  With a small but dedicated staff  the 
project documented the legal legitimacy of  hundreds of  RS2477 trails all 
over Alaska.  Mike then convinced the Legislature to recognize in statute over 
500 of  those trails, and to provide for future additions annually.  When the 
Knowles administration eliminated the RS2477 project and Mike’s job, the 
fate of  all the work was in doubt.  Mike and Lisa Harbo, on behalf  of  AOC, 
tackled the huge job of  copying all the documentation, filing it with the federal 
BLM, placing a full set in the UAF Library Archives, and providing AOC with 
a full set.  AOC’s set is in fireproof  locked storage in Fairbanks.
Mike staunchly supported the civil rights of  all Alaskans and US citizens.  She 
especially supported the individual right to keep and bear arms.  Her revolver 
travelled with her--and she travelled a lot!
In September 2018 Mike, at age 93, presided at the dedication of  an interpretive 
sign on the Dalton Highway honoring her late husband Jim Dalton, whom the 
highway is named after, who worked in oil and gas exploration for the Navy in 
National Petroleum Reserve #4 and the North Slope oil fields. It was Mike’s 
last and most cherished project.  Typically, she saw it completed, with the help 
of  family and friends, before passing away on Jan 29, 2019, after a long life of  
adventures and accomplishments.  A memorial service will be held on March 
9 at Pioneer Hall in Fairbanks.
Few people have done so much for Alaska, Alaskans of  all walks of  life, and 
the Alaska Outdoor Council.

I was born on Kodiak Island and spent much of  my early 
childhood in Craig on Prince of  Wales Island. I later moved 
to North Pole and spend my teenage years navigating the 
Interior road and river system. I grew up fishing, hunting, 
trapping, and camping with my family across the many 
communities and environments of  Alaska. Over the years I 
helped my family build two hunting and fishing cabins at Birch 
Lake and Happy Valley. I attended the University of  Alaska 
and earned a Master’s of  Science in Wildlife and certification 
as an Associate Wildlife Biologist by The Wildlife Society. I 
worked for over twelve field seasons as ADF&G fisheries 
technician and fisheries biologist on the Alaska Peninsula, 
Kodiak Island, and the Kenai Peninsula for both sport and 
commercial fisheries divisions. The history of  fish and wildlife 
management and law in Alaska has always been my passion. 
I am currently finishing up a second masters in Native Arts 
with an emphasis on regulatory authority and history of  
customary native arts materials harvest and management. 
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SOUTHCENTRAL

INTERIOR life sB memberships in yellow
Alaskan Gun Guard, LLC.
Lee H. Bridgman
763 Wanda Drive
North Pole AK 99705  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
lbridgmanjr@gmail.com    

Arctic RV
Kevin & Evelyn Brown
3013 Peger Road
Fairbanks AK 99709. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
kb@arcticrv.com    

F & E Taxidermy & Rental
Frank Borba
3679 Hurst Road
North Pole AK 99705  . . . . . . . . .907-490-2850
feborba@alaska.net    

Fairbanks Exploration, Inc.
Paul Metz
PO Box 73606
Fairbanks AK 99707. . . . . . . . . .907-474-6749
pametz@alaska.edu  
ff pam@uaf.edu new email 4-8-2019

Fairbanks Fur Tannery
Allen Barrette
380 Peger Road
Fairbanks AK 99709. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
ibalbarrette@yahoo.com  
barrette@acsalaska.net-new email 12-22-2014

Frontier Outfi tters / Sentry Hardware
Mike Lund
250 Third Street #6
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907-452-4774
mlginc@gci.net  
Alaskan Lifestyles

Hutch’s Mobile Service, LLC
Earl Hutchinson
PO Box 58583
Fairbanks AK 99711. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
hutchak@yahoo.com  
For All Your Heavy Eguipment Needs.””

Mark Knapp Custom Knives
Mark Knapp
1971 Fox Avenue
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
cuttingedge@gci.net
www.markknappcustomknives.com
Mark Knapp Custom Knives at the edge of the Arctic Trading Post.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks AK 99708. . . . . . . . . .907-458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in Geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia. Changd to an annual memberhip 7-7-2017 from a 
Sust. Business

Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.
Lisa Herbert
100 Cushman St. Suite 210
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907 452-2625
lisa@usibelli.com
www.usibelli.com
Clean Energy - Brighter Future

Valley Landscaping LLC
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks AK 99708. . . . . . . . . .907-455-6332
daveastutz@gmail.com  
Service From the Ground Up!!

Warwick & Schikora, PC
Rick & Cheryl Schikora
1416 Gillam Way
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907-456-1566
schikora@wscpa-ak.com
cheryl@wscpa-ak.com
2010 Special Recognition Life Sustaining Business membership at 
Fairbanks Banquet 2015

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla AK 99687 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-355-8568
wayne@alaskaremote.com
www.alaskaremote.com
We are going on our 32nd year in business and off er premium 
guided hunts for Dall Sheep, Moose and Brown/Grizzly Bear. We 
also produce and market a popular moose calling megaphone – the 
Bullmagnet ™, and two popular video guides on moose hunting and 
calling (Love, Thunder & Bull in Alaska, volumes 1 & 2).

Alaska Sausage Co., Inc.
Martin Eckman
PO Box 92157
Anchorage AK 99509 . . . . . . . . .907-562-3636
aks@ak.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing.  Retail - wholesale - gift packages.

ALL ALASKA OUTDOORS
Monte Roberts
PO Box 1106
Soldotna AK 99669. . . . . . . . . . .907-398-7461    
b0724. montesfi shing@alaska.netBill & Gary authorized Monte to 1 
year Sustaining Business-2-792019

Bickman Builders
Jim Bickman
4316 Upper Kogru Drive
Eagle River AK 99577  . . . . . . . . . . . 440-2876
hunts@alaskabickman.com    

Chimo Guns
Nancy Wallis
401 Ivory Way
Wasilla AK 99654 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
chimos@mtaonline.net  
A Great Alaskan Store””

CMM General Contractors, LLC
Robert Caywood
PO Box 670972
Chugiak AK 99567 . . . . . . . . . . .907-694-8758
cmmgen@mtaonline.net    

Cruz Companies
Dave Cruz
7000 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy
Palmer AK 99645 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
info@cruzconstruct.com
www.Cruzconstruct.com  

Eagle’s Eye Vacaion Rentals in Kenai/River mile 38
Ron Kruckenberg
PO Box 220591
Anchorage AK 99522 . . . . . . . . .907-244-4300
namu@alaska.net    
Fishtale River Guides
Andrew N. Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer AK 99645 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-746-2199
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Guided Mat-Su Valley Salmon Fishing Trips 90 Minutes from 
Anchorage

Gwin’s Lodge Historic Roadhouse Since 1952
Keith Mantey
PO Box 769
Cooper Landing AK 99572-0769 907-398-3985
offi  ce@gwinslodge.com
www.gwinslodge.com
Gwin’s Lodge Historic Roadhouse Since 1952 14865 Sterling Hwy. 
Cooper Landing

Johnson Investments
Phil Schneider
630 S. 5th. Ave. Suite 102
Anchorage AK 99501 . . . . . . . . .907-561-2257
alaskaland@gci.net    

Lynx Construction, Inc.
James Sterling
16235 Elizabeth Street
Anchorage AK 99516 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
lynxconstruction@alaska.net    

AOC Sustaining Business Members
Please support those who support AOC by patronizing these AOC’s Business Members!
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Skyline Sales & Service
Gary A. Stevens
PO Box 672145
Chugiak AK 99567-2145  . . . . . .907-688-9993
garyatsls@cs.com    

Team CC
Gerry Cronquist
16770 Snowmobile Lane
Eagle River AK 99577  . . . . . . . .907-694-7222
sales@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com
See our wide selection of recreational vehicles.Two great locations to 
better serve you, Wasilla and Eagle River!

Turners Corner
Jim L. Turner
PO Box 1567
Palmer AK 99645 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-745-6161
lotinc@mtaonline.net    

Valley Business Machines Inc.
Bart & Diane Riley
5825 E. Mayfl ower Ct.
Wasilla AK 99654 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-376-5077
Diane@vbmalaska.com  
We are your One Stop Technology Shop!

Alaska Connections / Shelter Lodge
Richard Yamada
P O Box 210064
Auke Bay AK 99821 . . . . . . . . . .907-723-0008
richard@alaskareel.com
www.alaskareel.com  

Space Unlimited, Inc.
Gary L. Jenkins
PO Box 210194
Auke Bay AK 99821 . . . . . . . . . .907-780-6633
gjenkins@gci.net
www.spaceunlimitedak.com
We have warm dry storage for your summer toys in the winter and 
your winter toys in the summer.

Premier Electric LLC
Steve Linden
PO Box 874362
Wasilla AK 99687 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
slinden@premierelectricak.com
www.premierelectricak.com  

Northwoods Lodge
Eric Johnson
PO Box 56
Skwentna AK 99667 . . . . . . . . . .907-733-3742
info@northwoodslodge.net  
fi sh@northwoodslodge.net

continued Sustaining Business Members

SOUTHEAST

Alaskan Gun Guard, LLC.
Lee H. Bridgman
763 Wanda Drive
North Pole AK 99705  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
lbridgmanjr@gmail.com    

Arctic RV
Kevin & Evelyn Brown
3013 Peger Road
Fairbanks AK 99709. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
kb@arcticrv.com    

F & E Taxidermy & Rental
Frank Borba
3679 Hurst Road
North Pole AK 99705  . . . . . . . . .907-490-2850
feborba@alaska.net    

Fairbanks Exploration, Inc.
Paul Metz
PO Box 73606
Fairbanks AK 99707. . . . . . . . . .907-474-6749
pametz@alaska.edu  
ff pam@uaf.edu new email 4-8-2019

Fairbanks Fur Tannery
Allen Barrette
380 Peger Road
Fairbanks AK 99709. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
ibalbarrette@yahoo.com  
barrette@acsalaska.net-new email 12-22-2014

Frontier Outfi tters / Sentry Hardware
Mike Lund
250 Third Street #6
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907-452-4774
mlginc@gci.net  
Alaskan Lifestyles

Hutch’s Mobile Service, LLC
Earl Hutchinson
PO Box 58583
Fairbanks AK 99711. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
hutchak@yahoo.com  
For All Your Heavy Eguipment Needs.””

Mark Knapp Custom Knives
Mark Knapp
1971 Fox Avenue
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
cuttingedge@gci.net
www.markknappcustomknives.com
Mark Knapp Custom Knives at the edge of the Arctic Trading Post.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks AK 99708. . . . . . . . . .907-458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in Geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia. Changd to an annual memberhip 7-7-2017 from a 
Sust. Business

Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.
Lisa Herbert
100 Cushman St. Suite 210
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907 452-2625
lisa@usibelli.com
www.usibelli.com
Clean Energy - Brighter Future

Valley Landscaping LLC
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks AK 99708. . . . . . . . . .907-455-6332
daveastutz@gmail.com  
Service From the Ground Up!!

Warwick & Schikora, PC
Rick & Cheryl Schikora
1416 Gillam Way
Fairbanks AK 99701. . . . . . . . . .907-456-1566
schikora@wscpa-ak.com
cheryl@wscpa-ak.com
2010 Special Recognition Life Sustaining Business membership at 
Fairbanks Banquet 2015

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla AK 99687 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-355-8568
wayne@alaskaremote.com
www.alaskaremote.com
We are going on our 32nd year in business and off er premium 
guided hunts for Dall Sheep, Moose and Brown/Grizzly Bear. We 
also produce and market a popular moose calling megaphone – the 
Bullmagnet ™, and two popular video guides on moose hunting and 
calling (Love, Thunder & Bull in Alaska, volumes 1 & 2).

Alaska Sausage Co., Inc.
Martin Eckman
PO Box 92157
Anchorage AK 99509 . . . . . . . . .907-562-3636
aks@ak.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing.  Retail - wholesale - gift packages.

ALL ALASKA OUTDOORS
Monte Roberts
PO Box 1106
Soldotna AK 99669. . . . . . . . . . .907-398-7461    
b0724. montesfi shing@alaska.netBill & Gary authorized Monte to 1 
year Sustaining Business-2-792019

Bickman Builders
Jim Bickman
4316 Upper Kogru Drive
Eagle River AK 99577  . . . . . . . . . . . 440-2876
hunts@alaskabickman.com    

Chimo Guns
Nancy Wallis
401 Ivory Way
Wasilla AK 99654 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
chimos@mtaonline.net  
A Great Alaskan Store””

CMM General Contractors, LLC
Robert Caywood
PO Box 670972
Chugiak AK 99567 . . . . . . . . . . .907-694-8758
cmmgen@mtaonline.net    

Cruz Companies
Dave Cruz
7000 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy
Palmer AK 99645 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
info@cruzconstruct.com
www.Cruzconstruct.com  

Eagle’s Eye Vacaion Rentals in Kenai/River mile 38
Ron Kruckenberg
PO Box 220591
Anchorage AK 99522 . . . . . . . . .907-244-4300
namu@alaska.net    
Fishtale River Guides
Andrew N. Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer AK 99645 . . . . . . . . . . . .907-746-2199
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Guided Mat-Su Valley Salmon Fishing Trips 90 Minutes from 
Anchorage

Gwin’s Lodge Historic Roadhouse Since 1952
Keith Mantey
PO Box 769
Cooper Landing AK 99572-0769 907-398-3985
offi  ce@gwinslodge.com
www.gwinslodge.com
Gwin’s Lodge Historic Roadhouse Since 1952 14865 Sterling Hwy. 
Cooper Landing

Johnson Investments
Phil Schneider
630 S. 5th. Ave. Suite 102
Anchorage AK 99501 . . . . . . . . .907-561-2257
alaskaland@gci.net    

Lynx Construction, Inc.
James Sterling
16235 Elizabeth Street
Anchorage AK 99516 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
lynxconstruction@alaska.net    

Alaska Charter Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Alaska Interior Marksmanship Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Alaska Machinegun Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chugiak
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Alaska Professional Hunters Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Rifl e Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chugiak
Alaska Waterfowl Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Alaska Wild Sheep Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Delta Sportsman’s Association, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Delta Junction
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Fairbanks Trap Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Golden North Archery Assoc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Interior Airboaters  Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Juneau Gun Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Juneau Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Kodiak Island Sportsman’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kodiak
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club . . . . . . . . . . Wasilla
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anchorage
Pioneer Tactical Shooting Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palmer
Safari Club International/AK Chapter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eagle River
Sitka Sportsman’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slana
Snomads, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Homer
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juneau
Tok Shooters Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tok

AOC Member Clubs   (to get contact info go to our website)



AOC Membership Application / donation form

I WOULD LIKE TO:

Renew my membership

Become a new member

Make a donation

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:

Annual Individual       $25 Annual Family $30

3-year Individual $60 3-year Family $70

5-year Individual   $100 5-year Family $110

Club Membership       $50 annual

Sustaining Business  $150 per year

Life Membership $400 one time

Lobbying Donation $
  

$TOTAL:

NAME #1:

ADDRESS:

OPTIONAL: Ph: Fax:

E-Mail:
NAME #2:

ADDRESS:

OPTIONAL: Ph: Fax:

E-Mail:

PAYMENT:  Check  Visa/MC: - - - Exp: -

SIGNATURE:

Option out of Newsletter to View online instead.

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Sustaining Business - Life  $1500 one time

Lobbying donations are not tax deductible; 
Mail to 310 K St., Suite 200, Anchorage, AK 99501

For membership and lobbying donations, please make payable to “AOC”. 

Alaska Outdoor Council Inc. 
310 K Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
P: (907) 264-6645   F: (907) 264-6602
www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org
aoc@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

“Alaska’s Outdoors is Yours”

Check mailing label for 
membership expiration.
Please renew today!

If you are not getting AOC
E-mail alerts – E-mail us at
membership@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.com

Non-Pro�t Org.
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Permit #537


