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    AOC members and staff influenced the outcome of several bills considered this year 
by the Alaska Legislature. This Session Overview represents a considerable amount of 
work and dedication by AOC Lobbyist Jeff Logan. 
   After the US Supreme Court ruled that government can take private property through 
eminent domain to promote economic development (government has long had the power 
to take private property for roads, etc.), several bills were introduced within the 
legislature to set limits on the power of eminent domain in Alaska.  The bill that rose to 
the top was HB 318 sponsored by Representative Lesil McGuire, along with several co-
sponsors. AOC was primarily concerned about access to public land, and whether or not 
new language would limit government’s ability to ensure that access.  AOC worked with 
Rep. McGuire’s staff and other legislators to craft language that allows government to 
take land for recreational access, but protects a person’s property if it is their personal 
residence.  While we support limits on the power of government, we also recognize that 
public land is our land, and we need to have reasonable access to it to be able to enjoy it.  
HB 318 was approved by the Legislature and signed by the Governor on July 5, 2006. 
    Two important pieces of legislation dealing with 2nd Amendment rights passed the 
legislature, with AOC’s full support.  Senator Gene Therriault and House Majority 
Leader John Coghill both sponsored legislation that allows homeowners to use deadly 
force to protect their homes.  Known as the “Castle Doctrine” from times when a king 
could protect his castle with force, this legislation also limits certain liability that could 
be held against a homeowner for using force. Representative Coghill also sponsored and 
passed HB 400 which prohibits the state from confiscating firearms during an 
emergency.  Rep. Coghill said that he sponsored the bill after seeing police in New 
Orleans confiscating weapons in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Therriault and 
Coghill are both long time supporters of 2nd Amendment rights; AOC appreciates their 
efforts. 
    Many AOC members in Southcentral recreate at the Knik River, upstream from the 
Old Glenn Highway.  With support from the AOC Representative Bill Stoltze and 
Senator Charlie Huggins sponsored legislation to create the Knik River Public Use Area 
after some people proposed banning ATVs and airboats from the area.  The Department 
of Natural Resources will now initiate a public process to determine just how the area is 
regulated.  Watch for more details here, or in AOC Email Alerts. 
   Rep. Stoltze introduced legislation that would allow the Mat-Su Borough to take 
state land from the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area.  AOC opposed this legislation 
because the Mat-Su Borough has failed to allow reasonable access to public lands.  AOC 
opposes giving the Borough more land until they allow public access to the public land 
they have now.  After it became clear that the Borough had failed to gain support of Mat-
Su residents in their quest to take lands out of the public use area, Rep. Stoltze withdrew 
his legislation, effectively killing the land transfer for another year.   
   Long-time AOC supporter Senator Ralph Seekins introduced SB 170 last year in an 
effort to combine an increase in hunting and trapping fees with several changes to 
Fish and Game statutes (Title 16). AOC testified on the bill last summer when the 
Senate Resources Committee held hearings around the state.  Senator Seekins brought the 



bill up again this year, with support from AOC, but ran out of time.  AOC’s proposed 
changes to the fish and game statutes were addressed in the Spring 2006 newsletter. AOC 
will continue to work with legislators during the next session to secure needed funding 
from licenses holders for active game management. 
   For some time now Senator Seekins has been trying to open up state land in the Dalton 
Highway corridor from the Yukon River north.  Current law bans off-road vehicles from 
operation for 5-miles on either side of the road.  Seekins sponsored SB 85, which would 
repeal the ban and start a planning process within DNR to implement rules for ORV use 
in the corridor. BLM has also begun preliminary plans for developing a comprehensive 
off-highway vehicle plan in partnership with the state. The bill passed the Senate but fell 
short in the House.  AOC supported SB 85 just as we support most legislation to allow 
access to state land as long as regulations are in place to maintain the high quality of the 
wildlife habitat.  We hope Senator Seekins will re-introduce this legislation to allow more 
Alaskans to enjoy the outdoors. 
   Over the past couple of years legislators have introduced various versions of a bill that 
would create a wildlife viewing fee.  Again this year there were bills in both the House 
and Senate.  Senator Con Bunde sponsored SB 166, which would require that anyone 
between 16 and 60 pay a $5 fee to view Alaska’s wildlife.  The fee would be waived for 
anyone who already holds a hunting, trapping or fishing license.  SB 166 died in the 
Senate Resources Committee.  Look for some version of this idea to surface again next 
year. 
   Rep. Paul Seaton, of Homer, introduced HB 415, which would have held landowners 
immune from liability if they allowed access to their lands free of charge.  There are 
cases where public recreational lands are separated by sections of private land.  The 
private land holders don’t oppose people crossing their land, but fear the potential for 
liability.  Seaton tried to waive that liability if the land owners warn of any dangerous 
conditions.  The bill passed the House, but never got a vote in the Senate.  Chances are 
that a bill similar to HB 415 will be re-introduced next year. 
   Two management bills that didn’t make it were HB 464 and HB 472.  HB 464 was 
introduced by AOC member and outdoorsman Rep. Eric Croft and would have prohibited 
a hunter from taking the horns or antlers unless they salvaged at least 50% of the meat 
from the kill.  The House Resources Committee held a couple of good hearings on this 
bill late in the session.   Rather than supporting a reduction in the amount of meat 
currently required by law for salvage, which is essentially all the edible meat, AOC used 
the hearings to again advocate for stronger enforcement of game laws. HB 464 died in the 
House Judiciary Committee.  HB 472 was introduced by our good friend Rep. Bill Stoltze 
and would have put the Susitna Drainage Salmon Management Plan, currently in 
policy, into statute.  ADF&G opposed this legislation stating that they oppose putting 
regulations into statute because policy language is too specific to be appropriate for 
statutory language.  AOC supported this bill because we believe that the present 
commercial fisheries interest domination of the Alaska Board of Fisheries has been 
detrimental to the sustainability of some salmon runs in the past. Unfortunately, the bill 
was referred to the House Special Committee on Fisheries where it met a quick death at 
the hands of legislators from commercial fishing districts. 
 AOC actively supported new members to the Boards of Fisheries (BOF) and 
Game (BOG).  Governor Murkowski appointed Jeremiah Campbell to the BOF, first to 



fill the remainder of an unexpired term, and then for a new 3-year term.  Mr. Campbell 
has experience in both commercial and sport fishing, and we were impressed with his 
knowledge of, and concern for, in-river fisheries. Mr. Campbell’s votes on the board 
regarding salmon returns to the Copper River and upper Susitna drainage showed his 
concern for sustainable salmon runs. AOC worked with Kenai River Sportfishing 
Association in supporting Mr. Campbell’s confirmation.  We are especially appreciative 
of the efforts of Cook Inlet Sportfishing Caucus member, Bob Penney, during this 
exercise.  
   AOC also supported the confirmation of long-time AOC supporter Bonnie Williams of 
Fairbanks to the BOF.  Bonnie has served with distinction on the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Assembly.  Bonnie has been an avid personal use fisher for 55 years in Alaska 
and has a strong personal dedication to maintaining the integrity of Alaska’s wildlife 
regulatory development process, which considers the opinions and experience of all 
individuals who use and enjoy fish and game.  In her testimony during confirmation 
hearings before the Legislature, Bonnie affirmed her commitment to ensuring healthy, 
strong fisheries that sustain and meet the needs of subsistence, sport/personal use, and 
commercial fishing in Alaska. 
   AOC appreciated Governor Murkowski’s reappointment of Cliff Judkins of Wasilla to 
a second term on the Board of Game. The Governor also added two new BOG members, 
Dick Burley of Fairbanks and Paul Johnson of Unalakleet. They were confirmed by the 
legislature with AOC’s full support. Mr. Burley previously served on the Board of Game 
a few years back and did a very admirable job as chairman, maintaining a balanced and 
objective approach.  His service was very beneficial to AOC’s membership and we now 
look forward to another term for Mr. Burley on the BOG.   
Members of the Boards of Fisheries Game have one of the toughest jobs in the state.  
AOC recognizes the personal commitment every one of these Alaskans makes when they 
accept an appointment. We thank them all. 
 


